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OUR NEXT MEETING
VISIT TO NUTCOTE
(HOME OF
MAY GIBBS)
SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 24,11 am
5 Wallaringa Avenue,
Neutral Bay.

with detailed observation of its
unique flowers and animals.
May migrated to Australia
aged 4 from England in 1881
and spent her early life in
South Australia and Western
Australia. Inspired by her
parents who were both ama
teur artists she had her first
drawing published at the age
of 12. She studied and
worked in London before
settling in Sydney in 1913.

o
is*

10.22 ferry from No. 4
Wharf Circular Quay to
Hayes Street Wharf,
Neutral Bay followed by
a short walk. If driving,
parking only available
in nearby streets.
Guided tour starts Ham sharp.
Admission $5.

"Humans. Please be kind to all bush creatures
and don't pullflowers up by the roots."
Such was the introductory message to
Snugglepot and Cuddlepie; Their Adven
tures Wonderful
written in 1918 by
Cecilia May Gibbs.
This work, which has
never been out of
print, introduced the
gumnut babies and
other foUdoric char
acters including the
sinister Banksia men,
frightful creatures in
a rather idyllic
fantasy world.

In 1925 May and her husband, James OssoH
Kelly moved into Nutcote designed for them by
the architect Bertrand Waterhouse. His designs
generally featured steep-pitched roofs, bay
windows, mglenooks and arched entrances,
with stucco, stone and shingles in the English
arts and crafts style.
May lived and worked at Nutcote until her
death at the age of 92 in 1969. Nutcote has been
restored in the style of the 1930s and on May
Day was officially opened by Elizabeth Durack.
After the tour you may partake of 'a sip of sap'
and gumnut cookies in the Tea Tree Room.

In 1924 May gave us Bib and Bub, a
comic strip running for over 40 years.
She produced a host of other titles drawing
inspiration from the Australian bush
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OUR LAST MEETING
SO YOU THOUGHT IT WAS JUST A
DAIRY?
On August 27 conservation architect Alan Croker and
interpretation specialist Kylie Winkworth described the
conservation and interpretation of Parramatta Park's old
Dairy Cottage and its neighbour, the Ranger's Cottage.

Research has revealed that the centre portion of the Dairy
Cottage was constructed in 1797-98 by George Salter, one
of many ex-convicts who received land grants for farm
ing, as part of the Government's desperate attempt to
ward off starvation in the early Colony. Salter later sold
his farm to Governor Macquarie, who added it to the
intensively cultivated groimds of the adjacent Old Gov
ernment House. Macquarie added side wings to the
building, which became the dairy maid's cottage, and
constructed dairy buildings on either side. The Ranger's
cottage was later corrstructed (over the sunken milk
room), but otherwise the farm area was never developed
and, with minor modifications, the Dairy Cottage stands
virtually intact, an extraordinary survivor of the early
period.
The interpretation and conservation of the Dairy was
meticulously handled (e.g. the gluing of old peeling paint
using a horse needle!). The approach was to depict aU
stages of the development of the place, and to avoid any
works which could not be reversed. The issues of revers
ibility and period of interpretation affect the way all
places of significance are treated, including those in our
Municipality. Many thanks to Alan and Kylie for a
fascinating talk.
Peter McLaren

"1794" COMMEMORATION
St Peters Anglican Church, Cooks River commemorated
the two himdredth anniversary of the first land grants in
the BuUanairung area on Sunday August 14 with a special
service (the sermon presented by the Archbishop of
Sydney, Harry Goodhew, a former minister of the parish)
followed by brunch and an entertainment entitled "1794".
BuUanaming was the area that was to become
Marrickville so it was fitting that the Mayor, Barry Cotter
should have brought a special message from Marrickville
Municipality. History Professor Ken Cable reflected on
the coimnunity's development in the last 200 years.
"1794" encompassed land grants, drunkenness and near
starvation in the infant colony of NSW; the French
Revolution with revolutionary songs; in England,
Haydn's visit and music, Coleridge and near revolution;
in Scotland the songs of Robert Bums and anti-monarchy
sentiment; and in China the British expedition to Canton.
All made easier by the congregation at St Peters having
English, Scottish, French, Chinese, Austrian and
Australian members.
Bob Horton

NE WS L E T T E R

ANNETTE KELLERMAN WATER VENUS
Did you know that one of the world's most outstanding
swimmers was horn in Marrickville? She was born in 1886187
and went on to become afantastic diver, entertainer and movie
star. Her name was Annette Kellerman.
This was the beginning of one of our Year 8 History
lessons at Dulwich High School earlier this year. We
found out that Annette Kellerman started swimming to
overcome polio in her early teens. She went on to be
come a swimming legend both in Australia and overseas.
She held the women's world record for the mile and at 17
made 3 attempts to cross the English Channel and
competed against men in endurance swims in the Seine
and Danube rivers.
She later went to
USA to become a
vaudeville per
former (with
displays of swim
ming, high diving,
underwater baUet,
acrobatics and wire
walking) and silent
movie star. The
students discovered
she was earning
$2000 a week at 21
and was arrested
for "indecent
exposure" for
wearing a one-piece
bathing suit on a
Boston beach in
1910.
Working in small groups, the students checked to see if
any parks, streets or memorials had been named in her
honour. Finding none we discussed ways Annette could
be remembered, for example, renaming a pool in her
honour, holding an exhibition of her swimsuits and
memorabilia.
We sent letters with our recommendations to
Marrickville Council and were delighted to find both the
Mayor and Council full of enthusiasm for our sugges
tions. As a result, on Saturday August 6, Enmore Pool
was renamed "the Annette Kellerman Aquatic Centre".
This open day featured an exhibition of Annette's swim
suits, books and films as well as water polo, synchronised
swimming displays and the inaugural Fanny Durack*
(another local legend who was the first female swimmer •
from any country to win an Olympic Gold Medal)
Trophy for water volleyball.
We thank Marrickville Council for helping us make our
local history part of our everyday lives.
Rosemary Brook (Dulwich Fligh School History Dept.)
*The story of Fanny Durack by Richard Cashman was featured
in Heritage 4,1988.
Annette's story was portrayed in the 1952 movie The Million
Dollar Mermaid starring Esther Williams. Ed.
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THIRD RUNWAY -

Never, everfly kites in Marrickville!

SUBM ISSION FROM THE MARRICKVILLE
HERITAGE SOCIETY TO THE NOISE A N D
AIR QUALITY M ANAGEM ENT PLAN

The Federal Government and its agency the Federal
Airports Corporation (FAC) should be fully responsible
for correction of the effects of noise imposed by the
addition of the Third Runway to Kingsford-Smith
Airport and be subject to a legal contract binding the
FAC and any subsequent private owner/operator of
KSA. In the event that the FAC is privatised its responsi
bilities must be transferred to the new organisation. To
ensure that remedial measures are properly effected, the
work must be supervised by an independent authority.
The Draft Noise Management Plan proposes that all new
buildings within the 20 ANEF contour should be
insulated to meet Australian Standard 2021. Despite this
it is proposed that alleviating noise insulation of existing
buQdmgs should be restricted to those within the 30
ANEF contour. Some homes may be deemed by their
owners to be unsuitable for such measures, aUor in part,
because their provision would degrade heritage values.
In these cases owners must be given the option of
compensation for their noise penalty and its impact on
value.
The Draft Plan proposes that only schools and hospitals
within the 30 ANEF zone should be insulated. The area
must be extended to the 25 ANEF zone to meet
Australian Standards. No provision at aU is made for
public buildings such as churches, libraries and
community centres. Again remedial action must be
undertaken to meet Australian Standards specifications.
Remedial action must be undertaken at once and
completed in as short a time as possible rather than
spread over several years. With development of the
Third Rvmway the savings to the airline industry are
estimated to amount to $700 million a year, yet the FAC
has offered our noise affected and polluted community
a miserable $130 million package.
To ensure that forecasts are met it is essential that the
existing curfew is entrenched in legislation so that
airport»authorities, pubUc or private, cannot arbitrarily
remove the curfew.
^

north of the airport and a Health Study examining the
impact of air pollution in the immediate vicinity of the
airport should be undertaken.
While insulation of heritage buildings may be considered
difficult and costly it can of course be done in a manner
that does not cause a decline and ultimate loss of items of
heritage significance. Insulation must be undertaken
with great care and sensitivity by professionals.
The 350 members of Marrickville Heritage Society urge
the FAC to properly address these concerns as it is both
legally and morally obliged to do. The Draft Plan should
be monitored by an independent tribunal and not the
polluters themselves.
(submission prepared by
Harold Welsh and Shirley Hilyard)

OBITUARY - PEKKA TORMANEN
Members will be saddened to hear of the death of Pekka,
a long time member of the Society and partner of Geoff
Ostling. Pekka died on the 24th of August after a long
illness - he was 37 years old. Our best wishes go to Geoff
and to Pekka's family.
HOW TO JOIN THE SOCIETY
Membership is $12 for individuals,
$6 for pensioners and $18 for households.
Members receive a monthly newsletter (except
January) and the Society's annual journal Heritage.

Subscriptions are valid for the Society year
starting July 1. Meetings are held on the fourth
Saturday of each month.
Write to P.O. Box 415 ISTanickville 2204 or phone
Lindsay during working hours on 247 2766.

é

For long term reduction of noise, the Sydney West
Airport at Badgerys Creek (for which a noise buffer zone
has been provided by land acquisition) should be
completed urgently with temrvinal and freight handling
facilities to world best practice standards for noise
reduction of ground movements.
While insulation and air conditioning will alleviate noise
and improve air quality within the buildings we want to
stress our concerns about air quality and its impact on
health due to expansion of KSA in our surroundings we do leave our homes! Information on the airport's
contribution to local air pollution must be provided.
A permanent monitoring station is needed in the area

N E WS L E T T E R

SHRUBS A N D TUBS GARDEN CENTRE
130-136 N ew C an terb u ry R oad Petersham • Tel. 560 3884

LEICHHARDT G ARDEN CENTRE
346-350 N orton St, L eichhardt (Lilyfield Rd. end of N orton St.) • Tel. 560 0889

Old Fashioned Climbers and Roses; Cottage Garden Plants; Camellias, Azaleas;
All Herbs; Terracotta Pots, Lattice
Everything to keep your garden healthy
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 17,12.15 PM
HERITAGE STAKES RACE MEETING, ROSEHILL
FRIDAY OCTOBER 14,8PM SHARP
AN EVENING OF RUSSIAN PIANO MUSIC
Members will recall the Heritage 7 article The Reproducing
Piano and its Music by Denis Condon, highly esteemed
music lecturer (now retired) and a lifetime collector of
non foot propelled player pianos and piano rolls. Come
along and hear some reproducing piano music by com
posers such as Rimsky Korsakov, ^rodin, Rachmaninov
and Stravinsky. Denis will supplement the music with
backgroimd informahon and anecdotes about the
composers, pianists and his collection.
A truly unique experience, however bookings are
essential as numbers are strictly limited. A donation
of $2 for tuning of the pianos would be appreciated.
Please bring a plate for supper. Coffee and tea provided.
Bookings Harold or Gwenda 569 5183.
SATURDAY OCTOBER 22,10.30 AM
SYDNEY'S HERITAGE IN SANDSTONE
George Pioudman, master mason and Stonework
Consultant along with Anne Morris, Stonework
Coordinator will give a talk with slides on the history
of masonry in buildings from colonial times.
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13
NEWTOWN FESTIVAL
CAMPERDOWN MEMORIAL REST PARK
Donations of jam and plants are sought as well as
members to help on the day. Contact Pat on 559 4771.

TEMPE TRAM/BUS DEPOT WAR
MEMORIAL
Part of Tempe's heritage is currently under threat of
removal. The war memorial is situated at the former
tram and bus depot in Gannon Street. A plaque on
the memorial reads:
Erected by the (107) Staff of Tempe Tramway Depot—
Unveiled 8 September 1918.

It was dedicated to staff and family who lost their
lives during World War I. The names of 9 men are
inscribed virtually all of whom lived locally. The
State Transit Authority is considering relocation of
the memorial to Randwick bus depot.
Also on the site is the Sydney Bus and Truck
Museum, the largest of its kind in Australia and
visited by the Society in May 1992. It too is facing
eviction by the STA who plan to demolish the 1912
depot and move the exhibits to a venue outside the
Municipality. A housing development is proposed.
Both the operators of the museum and the Tempe
Residents Action Group are opposed to the STA
and the local residents are campaigning to preserve
the memorial and depot and to have the site
enhanced as a tourist attraction.
'
Richard Blair

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26
Annual Christmas picnic details to be advised soon.
HUMOUR IN THE REGISTERS
Due to a clash in commitments the proposed talk by
Shirley Doolan on the early records of births, deaths and
marriages in NSW has been postponed. It is hoped this
will be rescheduled early in 1995.

PRESCOTT SERIES FINAL CONCERT
If you missed The Trojans in the Australian Opera's
season come and find out what happened to Queen Dido
of Carthage! Come to For God And The Muses featuring
Dido and Aeneas (Purcell) and Mass in G Minor (Vaughan
Williams) in concert. Artists include Le Nouveau
Concert, the Song Company and the Newington College
Choirs, all directed by Elizabeth Swain.
Simday September 18 at 4.30 in Newington Chapel.
Admission $20, $12 concession.

RAHS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The Royal Australian Historical Society's Annual
Conference will be held on October 8 - 9 at Hotel Lawson,
383 Bulwara Road, Ultimo commencing each day at 9am.
The theme is Knowing Places, Understanding Spaces.
For further details contact Lindsay 247 2766.
. NEWSLETTER

( photograph by Louise Kennerley with permission of
The Glebe & Inner City News)
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