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SAVE STANMORE HOUSE
When Clive Lucas, conservation architect, was
guest speaker at the MHS meeting on 25
November 1989, his last words were to exhort us
to keep an eye on Stanmore House. Situated at 88-90
Enmore Road, Emnore, Stanmore House was
built about 1847 by Mary Reibey for her
daughter Elizabeth Long Innés and her family
and is believed to be the oldest residence in the
Marrickville area.
Stanmore House was placed on a Permanent
Conservation Order (PCO) on 5 May 1989 and is
listed by the National Trust. In the Society's
opinion it is imder threat from a recent
application to Coimcil for the adjoining site (112116 Enmore Road where till about 1985 stood the
house Cronulla which was burnt out and
demolished) with a three-storey development of
shops and eight imits plus parking for 14 cars
underneath, compromising the integrity of this
culturally and historically important house.
Explaining the heritage sigrüficance, the PCO
states that since Reibey House (1838/39), Mary
Reibey's own house in Station Street, Newtown
was demolished in the 1960s (see Richard Blair's
article November 1994 Newsletter) therefore
Stanmore House is the only evidence on the site of

Reibey's occupation and demonstrates the prosperity
of her commercial career. It is one of the few
' surviving examples of large two-storey mansions
of the early Colonial (Georgian) period in Sydney.
Although extensively altered it retains much of its
original fabric and detail; its original features are of
high quality and largely intact which increases its
rarity value.
It is also the Society's opinion that Marrickville
Council should reject this application with the
ultimate plan to save Stanmore House.
Furthermore, because of its national
significance, the Society urges Marrickville
Coimcil to apply to the Commonwealth
Government for funding so that the land which
made up the original household gardens of
Stanmore House can be acquired. Then, at some
future stage, and possibly as Marrickville
Council's contribution to celebrations for the
Year 2000, Stanmore House could be restored
and take on a new usefulness.
Stanmore House is part of the heritage of Sydney
and of Australia. To allow any new and
ims)unpathetic development next door to it
would be a disgrace. Saving Stanmore House is
a decision that will be viewed in the future as
both far-sighted and extremely heroic.
Shirley Hilyard

Stanmore House c. 1899 on Enmore Road
(Marrickville Library Local Studies Collection)
PO BOX 415 MARRICKVILLE 2204
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I/we wish to protest against any proposed development being approved by
Marrickville Council near historic Stanm ore H ouse in Enmore Road, Enmore.
Stanmore House is a splendid
preserved for the future. It
Elizabeth, in the 1840s, and
Municipality. It is also one

two storey Georgian-style house and should be
w as built by Mary Reibey for her daughter,
is one of the oldest buildings in Marrickville
o f the few local properties that has national

significance.
Mary Reibey was Australia’s first major businesswoman. From among all the
wom en who have made a contribution to the development o f Australia, Mary
Reiby was chosen to feature on the new $20 note.
Stanmore House is now one o f the few reminders o f Mary R eibey’s contribution
to the Sydney region because her own house in Station Street, N ew tow n, which
w as originally ‘next door’ to Stanmore House, was demolished and replaced by
a block o f flats in the 1960s when Australians had far less interest in their
history and heritage.
Because o f it’s national significance, I/we urge Marrickville Council to make
application to the Commonwealth Government for funding so that the land
which made up the original household gardens of Stanmore House can be
acquired. Then, at som e stage in the future, and possibly as Marrickville
C ouncil’s contribution to the celebrations for the Year 2000, Stanmore House
can be restored and take on a new usefulness.
Stanmore House is part of the heritage of Sydney and o f Australia. To allow
any major new development, either next door to Stanmore House, or in the near
vicinity, would be criminal.
I/we urge you to do everything in your power to stop the approval o f the
unsympathetic development presently being considered by Marrickville Council
and look forward to hearing from you.

+Please address your protest letters
about Stanmore House to as many of
the following people as possible. It is
best if you can write the letters by
hand, otherwise photocopy the letter
on the reverse of this list.

The OiTice of the Mayor
Cr Barry Cotter
Marrickville Council Chambers
PO Box 14
Petersham, NSW, 2049

Ms Libby Maher
Heritage Adviser
Marrickville Council
PO Box 14
Petersham, NSW, 2049

Mr Stephen Davies
Conservation Director
National Trust of Australia
Observatory Hill
Sydney, NSW, 2000

The Heritage Council of NSW
GPO Box 3927, Sydney, NSW, 2001
and/or

The Hon John Fahey MP
Premier of NSW
Parliament House
Macquarie Street
Sydney, NSW, 2000

Mr Peter Collins, QC MP
Minister for the Arts
Parliament House
Macquarie Street
Sydney, NSW, 2000

Mr Robert Webster MP
Minister for Planning
Parliament House
Sydney, NSW, 2000

Dr Andrew Refehauge MP
Member for Marrickville
Electorate Office
20 Station Street
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

The Editor
The Glebe Newspaper
PO Box 709
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

The Editor
The Bridge Newspaper
PO Box 19
Newtown, NSW, 2042

The Letters Editor
Sydney Morning Herald
235 Jones Street
Broadway, NSW, 2007

The Editor
Inner Western Suburbs Courier
Mail Bag 21
Post Office
Alexandria, NSW, 2015

Cr Jack Shanahan
Henson Ward, Marrickville Council
404 New Canterbury Road
Dulwich Hill, NSW, 2203

Cr Bruce Welch
Henson Ward, Marrickville Council
21 Thompson street
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

Cr Carmel Tebbutt
Henson Ward, Marrickville Council
90 Beauchamp Street
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

Cr Theo Johnson
Riverside Ward, Marrickville Council
22 Harnett Ave
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

Cr Michael Kahla
Riverside Ward, Marrickville Council
100 Petersham Road
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

Cr Jack Passaris
Riverside Ward, Marrickville Council
33 Hill Street
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

Cr Doug Pereira
Riverside Ward, Marrickville Council
Unit 12, 32/38 Hill Street
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

Cr Don Elvy
Newington Ward, Marrickville Council
80A Douglas Street
Stanmore, NSW, 2048

Cr Sonia Laverty
Newington Ward, Marrickville Council
54 Roberts street
Newtown, NSW, 2042

Cr Brad Robinson
Newington Ward, Marrickville Council
52 Terminus street
Petersham, NSW, 2049

The Hon Jeanette McHugh
Member for Grayndler
332 Marrickville Road
Marrickville, NSW, 2204

The Australian Heritage Commission
GPO Box 1567, Canberra, ACT, 2601

EDITORIAL
BUMPER SUMMER NEWSLETTER
It has been customary in view of the hectic pre
Christmas period for the December Newsletter to
be a two page issue, but the copy kept coming in
and after conferring with the Executive Committee
the result is a six pager, though this will be a oneoff.
What's more, we have not even addressed the
most crucial and boisterous issue currently facing
our municipality - the opening in early November
of the Third Runway. The Marrickville Heritage
Society over the years has been very active in
opposing this and members will have seen our
recent submission concerning the Noise and Air
Quality Management Plan (September 1994
Newsletter).
Stanmore House and the Tempe Bus/Tram Depot
& War Memorials are among the issues to which
the Society is currently committed. Stanmore
House is not only the oldest building in the
Marrickville Municipality and the last of the local
large suburban villas predating the railway line,
but also it has exceptional significance because of
its association with Mary Reibey (the woman on
the $20 note) who built it.
Stanmore House is rmder threat from an
unsympathetic development application on the
adjacent site. Approval by Marrickville Council of
this application would be an outrage and further
degrade the sorry state of this highly valuable
historic and culturally significant building.

put pen to paper. Letters work! The recent
opening of the Jessie Street Women's Library in the
old Marrickville Town Hall was the result of long
term and concerted efforts by community groups
and individuals who were Society members.
Having completed 5 newsletters since taking over
from Judith Matheson in July, I would like to thank
all executive committee members for their
assistance but in particular Julie Drew, Mark
Matheson and roving reporter Shirley Hilyard
whose guidance and support were invaluable.
So with this bumper December/January
Newsletter the Society extends wishes for
Christmas and a prosperous and not so noisy New
Year. The word PEACE has rarely before had so
much significance!
Richard Blair, Editor

OUR LAST MEETING MUSIC AT THE ROTUNDA
Petersham Park on 26 November was the perfect
setting for our final meeting of the year - the
restored Rotimda, the white flannelled cricketers
on the oval and Society members gathered for a
picnic - all made it so.
John Dengate, authority on Australian folksong,
entertained us with songs of convicts and rebellion
and of the bush. Variants of the words they had
simg in Ireland and in England were now simg in
Sydney Cove and Norfolk Island.
Oiur favourites, Moreton Bay, The Drover's Dream
and Jack Donahue (Donahoe, Doolan) all floated
over the park. Incidentally, that Wild Colonial Boy,
Jack Doolan, terrorised settlers and travellers on a
stretch of Parramatta Road at Petersham.

Rear cellar, Stanmore House
(sketch by E. Wolfe)
The issue in relation to the Tempe Depot War
Memorial is whether it should stay where it has
been since 1918, or should it be relocated for the
sake of bureaucratic expediency.
Not only do we wish to keep you informed, but by
raising community awareness, we believe
individuals can have an impact as well. If there is
any sense of protest in our veins, it takes little to
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At noon the tempo changed when Fort Street High
Concert Band, directed by Phil Harper took to the
Rotunda. Playing jazz and swing classics through
the decades got us In the Mood to enjoy our
Christmas picnic - they were terrific!
Special thanks to John Dengate, who appeared at
such short notice and to Pamela Stewart, who not
only arranged for the Fort Street Band to play for
us, but also provided a delicious Ixmch for them.
Shirley Hilyard
(Postscript: Unfortimately, ill health prevented
oiu: intended speaker, Fred Daly from appearing.
We apologise for any inconvenience, but it was an
eleventh hour cancellation. Fred has sent the
Society a Christmas card and is on the mend.)

December 1994 / jm w a iy 7995

JESSIE STREET WOMEN'S LIBRARY

LOUISA LAWSON RESERVE
UPGRADE
Marrickville Council has approved plans to
upgrade this reserve (on the comer of Roach Street
and Harnett Avenue) with new equipm ent, tree
planting and other landscape treatments. Of
heritage significance is the re-erection of a wall
comprising 12 sandstone blocks which originally
came from Louisa Lawson's home, which was
affectionately known as the old stone cottage and till
1947 stood in Renwick Street, Marrickville.
A photo of the cottage where Louisa lived for 15
years till her death in 1920 appeared in the March
1990 Newsletter. At that m onth's m eeting her
biographer Loma Ollif spoke to our Society about
this woman of many parts - publisher, journalist,
poet, women's rights agitator, inventor as well as
mother of Heruy Lawson.
A plaque (unveiled in July 1955) affixed to the wall
commemorates Henry Lawson although the
inscription incorrectly implies the Renwick Street
house belonged to him.
Richard Blair

MARRICKVILLE: PEOPLE & PLACES
A social history of Marrickville, N ew tow n,
Camperdown, Petersham, Staiunore, St Peters,
Tempe & Dulwich Hill

Chiys Meader, Richard Cashman & Anne Carolan
Marrickville: People & Places is a companion
volume to Marrickville: Rural outpost to iimer
city, published in 1990. Like that volume, it also
includes the heritage sites in Marrickville which
have been identified in the various registers. The
book gives glimpses of the lives of a cross-section
of famous as well as more ordinary people of
Marrickville. It then examines the themes of
transport, conununications, bridges, engineering,
religion, health, culture and sport.

Australia's National Women's Library has finally
found a permanent home at the 1879 Marrickville
Town Hall in Illawarra Road. This building with
its long history of servicing both civic and
educational coimnunity needs is listed on both
national and state heritage registers. After
becoming vacant in 1985 MHS campaigned
strongly and continually for its preservation in the
face of neglect, vandalism and the theft of the
guardian lions.
On 21 November Patricia Forsythe, MLC, on
behalf of the Minister for Plarming, handed the
deeds of the property to the Jessie Street Library
for $10. It is estimated restoration of the building
to heritage requirements within 5 years will cost
$500,000. Tax exempt contributions can be made.
On completion the library will contain books for
browsers, archival collections for specialist
research, teaching resources, memorabilia and
examples of women's art as well as space where
women can come to read, study and hold
meetings.
It is a fitting memorial to Jessie Street (who died
aged 81 in 1970) who was so concerned about
equal opportunities, social justice for Aborigines,
wages equity, family planning and international
peace and friendship.
Glenda Welsh
If ever there has been a perennial in the Newsletter
it was of news or updates of old Marrickville Town
Hall. Even before the lions were stolen, Bruce
Welch pushed for its preservation. Again and
again we heard the expression demolition by neglect.
Some MHS members actually blocked holes in the
deteriorating structure to prevent pigeons getting
in. Judith Matheson and David Hilyard wrote
many letters on behalf of the Heritage Watch
Committee all aimed at finding a use for the
building. Now all that lobbying has paid off.
Editor

Marrickville: People & Places, published by Hale

& Iremonger is to be launched on 16 December by
Jeannette McHugh, MR It will be available for
purchase through the Society. (Marrickville: Rural
outpost to iimer city is gradually selling out and is
not being reprinted at this stage)

(sketch by Tony Deguara)
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WAR MEMORIAL - TEMPE BUS
DEPOT
In the wake of a petition signed by 800 residents
opposing relocation of the Tempe War Memorial
and presented to Dr Andrew Refshauge, the
Minister of Transport has confirmed that the
memorial is owned by members of the Public
Transport Union. A STA Heritage Study on the
depot site has been completed but is not available
to the public. However the Study strongly
recommends retention of the memorial at the
depot.

Sydney still reasonably intact. The Tramshed
(which houses the Bus and Truck Museum,
intended for relocation) is listed as a Heritage item,
meaning it cannot be demolished without an order.
It is a fascinating construction with a marvellous
castellated facade, a finely detailed roof line and
brickwork whose quality, especially in the arches
(viewed at the back from Tramway Street) is
superb. What an intriguing challenge to recycle
this massive object into home units!
Mark Matheson

Richard Blair

NEWTOWN TRAMWAY DEPOT ROLL OF HONOUR 1914-1919
OUR HERITAGE....... OR THEIRS?
Now, who actually owns a war memorial? Twenty
residents, cormcillors and unionists met at
Marrickville Council Chambers on November 28
to answer this question.
The ex-Digger tram driver argued that it belongs to
those who can maintain it and will use it as part of
the annual Anzac Day ceremony. The Public
Transport Union official maintained the memorial
is integral to the transport workers industry. As
the memorial is on State Transit Authority
property, the STA rep said it belongs to the STA
and can therefore be removed to another bus
depot.
However the Tempe Residents Group
spokesperson showed proof that 87 of the 108
subscribers to the memorial in 1917 were locals.
The authors of the STA Heritage Report, Godden
& MacKay, along with the councillors and the
Marrickville Heritage Society representative all
advocated it is desirable that the monument
rem ain on the Depot site.
After two hours of wrangling and accusation
(...no dawn services have been held at the memorial for
a decade...the Wolli Tram Depot Memorial was
vandalised...the STA Heritage Report is suspiciously
incomplete...) the discussion reached a stalemate.
Town Planner Peter Arnett pointed out that the
memorial may not be removed without a complete
Development Application which must include a
Heritage Report covering the whole site.
The meeting concluded by raising a broader issue.
The STA, having recently sold the old Randwick
Tram Depot site for $21 million, wishes to sell this
large site (with the exception of the single storey
bus depot office block on the northern boundary)
for residential redevelopment.

This is not a misprint. Nor is it in Newtown,
though it was originally at the Newtown Tram
Depot, adjacent to Newtown Station. Whilst the
battle over Tempe Bus/Tram Depot and its war
memorial continues, little has been heard about the
Newtown Roll of Honoiu which is only a few
metres away from the Tempe Depot memorial. It
takes the form of a large marble tablet, affixed to
the west wall of the bus depot office block and
displays the names of 68 First World War
servicemen, several killed in action.
It is assumed the STA Heritage Report (as yet not
released to the public) also deals with this
memorial tablet. If the STA proposes to re-relocate
it (this time) to Randwick, what happens down the
track if that depot closes. On the road again! Why
not leave the tablet where it is, especially as the
depot office block is to be preserved.
Richard Blair
The Editor has been unable to corrfirm the rumour
that STA really stands for Shove Tablets Around.

ILLEGAL DEMOLITION
Should you ever happen to witness what you
believe to be an illegal demolition out of working
hours, ring 963 2381 which will page a ranger to
expedite immediate appropriate action. Bear in
mind that the call must be made at the time and
should only be used in exceptional circumstances.

The site partly embraces the Tempe Tramshed,
built in 1911 and the last remaining tram depot in
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MUSEUM OF SYDNEY
The public opening of the MUSEUM OF SYDNEY
(MOS) on the site of the first Government House
(on the comer of Bridge and Phillip Streets) will be
on Saturday 11 March 1995. First Governm ent
H ouse Place, the public plaza which preserves the
site of the House and allows visitors to look down
into the foundations of the oldest European
building in Australia, will open on Thursday 26
J inuary. Both are expected to be late morning
public meetings hosted by the Hon Peter Collins
QC MP. Members of the Marrickville Heritage
Society are welcome to attend on both occasions.
2

This $27 million NSW Government Project is a
bold and contemporary museum and is Sydney's
newest and most exciting cultural project. MOS
will discuss themes about Sydney's history
1788-1850 in a way that stimulates, entertains,
educates and informs. Issues like colonial contact,
Aboriginality, the nature of authority and popular
culture will be explored through fascinating stories
and imaginative exhibits that make them relevant
to people today.
Rebecca Charles (Manager Marketing &
Commercial Operations, MOS)
Members who attended CUve Lucas' Francis
Greenway Sydney City walking tour in July will
recall this site and Clive's description of the
project. Members are encouraged to attend the
plaza opening as part of their Australia Day
activities. It is likely a group will be arranged to
attend the March Museum opening. A feature
article on the museum will appear in the next
newsletter.
Editor

November. The day gave us a chance to promote
the Society and its aims, and to boost the coffers.
Special thanks to Margaret for stocks of her famous
Heritage Marmalade; also to Gwenda, Harold,
Lindsay, Mabelle, Pamela, Pat, Joyce, Fred,
Richard, Ed, Lesley and Shirley.

RAY SOWDEN SERIES
On Saturday 22 October some members of the
Society attended the official opening at
Marrickville Library of the Ray Sowden Series, a
private library of local studies resources, with a
focus on the suburbs of Marrickville. It has been
donated to the Marrickville Council Library
Services Local Studies Collection by the family of
the late Ray Sowden.
Ray Sowden was the Marrickville Historical
Society's first elected secretary in 1965 and final
President when the Society went into permanent
recess in 1982. He was a member of the MHS till
his death in May 1991. The collection consists of:
432 published works, monographs and directories; 21
maps of Sydney and NSW country areas; a complete set
of heritage jourruils including church history
joumals;10 folders, divided into Marrickville areas,
containing photographs, notes, newspaper articles and
letters.
The Ray Sowden Series is both a valuable
resource for researchers and a collection that tells
of Ray Sowden's dedication to researching our
past.
(Cheryl Flynn, Local Studies Librarian, furnished
this information and would welcome a MHS visit
to view the Collection.)

MARRICKVILLE HERITAGE
ADVISOR
Libby Maher, heritage architect has been appointed
by Marrickville Coimcil as the new and fulltime
Heritage Advisor. Her threefold role is to provide
heritage advice to Cotmcil and the public, to assess
applications re heritage and streetscape, and
finally to advise on heritage policy decisions.
Members are encouraged to consult Libby on 335
2114 and bring appropriate issues to her attention.

SHRUBS AND TUBS GARDEN CENTRE
130-136 New Canterbury Road Petersham • Tel. 560 3884

LEICHHARDT GARDEN CENTRE
346-350 Norton St, Leichhardt (Lilyfield Rd. end of Norton St.) • Tel. 550 0889

Governors' House at Sydney, Port Jackson 1791
(demolished 1846)

NEWTOWN FESTIVAL
Thanks to those who donated goods or gave their
time for the Society's stall at the Festival on 13
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O ld Fashioned Clim bers and Roses; Cottage Garden P lants; Camellias, Azaleas,
A ll Herbs; Terracotta Pots, Lattice. E ve ryth in g to keep y o u r garden healthy
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OUR FIRST 1995 MEETING

PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 25,10.30 AM
HATCHED, MATCHED AND DESPATCHED HUMOUR IN THE REGISTERS

On Sunday 20 November about thirty Society
members and friends attended a very professional
performance of Alan Kelley's Portrait of an Artist at
the New Theatre in Newtown. This dramatic new
play marks the 50th anniversary of the sensational
court case of art on trial, after William Dobell had
won the Archibald Prize in 1943 with a painting of
fellow artist and friend Joshua Smith. Tlie
Supreme Court had to decide whether it was a
portrait or a caricature. This farcical case virtually
destroyed these two artists and displayed the close
knit ultra conservative Sydney art world of the
time.

At our first meetmg for 1995 Shirley Doolan takes a
light-hearted but well-informed look at some of
the humorous and imusual early records of births,
deaths and marriages in New South Wales.

A TWILIGHT 'MESSIAH'
What better way to begin the Christmas season
than with a performance of Handel's ever popular
oratorio featuring some of the best exponents of
the baroque in the beautiful acoustic of the
Newington College Chapel? With the advantage
of daylight saving, there will be a one hour dinner
break to allow for picnics in the historic College
grounds. Dinner packs will be available. Artists
include Jane Edwards (soprano), Narelle Tapping
(alto), David Hamilton (tenor), Michael Hissey
(bass), Newington College Choirs, Director
Elizabeth Swain OAM.
Sunday 18 December 4.30-7.30 Newington Chapel.
Tickets $20, $15 concession. Bookings 560 5355.

Pamela Stewart

SOUTH SYDNEY HERITAGE SOCIETY
ERSKINEVILLE / NEWTOWN GROUP
On 15 October members of South Sydney Heritage
Society met in the newly restored St Georges Hall,
Newtown to form the Erskineville / Newtown
Group. Their aims are much the same as our
Society. We wish them well for their launch into
the history and heritage of South Sydney with its
cultural diversity.
Shirley Hilyard

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
David Cunningham, Glenorie; Peter
Gianfrancesco, Marrickville; P Glanville-Miller,
Potts Point; Mignon Wegener, Enmore; June Lane,
Penshurst; Sally & Jeff Wélch, Newtown; John
Zinsmeester, Enmore.

SUMMER TRIVIA QUESTION
Catherine Gaskin's popular 1955 novel Sara Dane
(also subject of a movie) is loosely based on the life
and times of which prominent person?
(First correct written answer received by the Editor
will be awarded a second hand, slightly worn
paperback copy of the novel.)

HOW TO JOIN THE SOCIETY
Membership is $12 for individuals, $6 for
seniors, pensioners & students and $18 for
households. Members receive a monthly
newsletter (except January) and the Society's
annual journal Heritage. Subscriptions are
valid for the Society year starting July 1.
Meetings are held on the fourth Saturday of
each month. Write to PO Box 415
Marrickville 2204.

The MHS newsletter is printed by
Harlow Printing tel 559 5660 fax 558 6569
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