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OUR NEXT MEETING 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Petersham Town Hall 

keep you informed and document the history of 
·,. ''" the area. Call Infoline if you want to know more 

�,�-.:.'": about the AGM. 

Saturday June 22 10.30 am 

The outgoing committee invites all MHS members to 
attend the Society's Annual General Meeting to be 
chaired by our president John Zinsmeester. Major 
reports on the Society's activities will be presented 
and elections will be held for the 1996/97 committee. 
All positions will be declared vacant. Nominations 
are called for president, two vice-presidents, 
treasurer, secretary, assistant secretary and four 
committee members. Other positions to be filled are 
Heritage & Classifications committee convenor, 
newsletter editor and journal editor. Nominations 
may be made in writing prior to the meeting, or on 
the day. The various committees of the Society plan 
the activities, write the letters, guard our heritage, 

EARLY POSTCARD SEARCH 

One could be forgiven for believing from the images 
depicted in the postcard above that Marrickville was 
once a rustic township - indeed it was. These pictures 
date from 1907 (at the latest). The railway station still 
had a picket fence, Cooks River seemed idyllic and 
the hospital was confined to a cottage. Two of the 
churches have gone but mercifully St Clements with 
its majestic spire is still very much in place. 

Following the formalities there will be a talk by 
Marrickville Council's archivist Cheri Lutz who will talk 
about matters archival and have some interesting things 
to tell and show; just don't ask her about the time 
capsule! Champagne lunch at nearby Maundrell Park 
will follow, so please bring some sandwiches; 
refreshments provided. See you on the 22nd! 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 

Yes, it's that time of the year when we ask you to favour 
our treasurer with your annual membership fee 
($8 concession or seniors, $14 ordinary or joint concession, 
and $20 households or organisations). Please send your 
cheque to The Treasurer Box 415 PO Marrickville 2204 or 
ring Harold Welsh on 569 5183 for details. Those who 
joined after March are paid up until mid 1997. 

I am sure there are lots of pre 1920s postcards around 
of the Marrickville (MHS) district. In conjunction 
with the Marrickville Heritage Society I am planning a 
publication and would love to hear from anyone who 
could lend their postcards for reproduction. Full 
attribution would be given in the proposed 
publication. Please ring me on 568 3079. 

Robert Hutchinson 
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HERITAGE IN NSW - MOST 

SWEEPING CHANGES SINCE 

HERITAGE ACT 1977 

Members of the Heritage Council of NSW 
conducted their monthly meeting at the 
Marrickville Council Administrative Centre on 
2 May. They met with the Mayor, some 
Councillors, key Marrickville Council personnel, 
and some committee members of Marrickville 
Heritage Society. MHS president John Zinsmeester 
addressed the gathering about the Society's range 
of activities and clearly articulated concerns about 
some inadequacies in heritage conservation. 
Marrickville Council's heritage architect Libby 
Maher hosted a bus tour to local heritage sites. 

On the same day the State Government announced 
the most significant changes to the NSW Heritage 
system in almost 20 years, summarised as follows -

1 Establishment of an independent Heritage Office 
which will separate the assessment of significance 
from planning controls to ensure integrity and -

* service the Heritage Council of NSW (HC) 

* develop & maintain the State Heritage Inventory (a 
list of buildings of State significance) and a policy 
for protection 

* provide specialist advice to community on heritage 
issues and give heritage policy advice to Minister. 

2 Establishment of $30m Heritage Conservation 
Fund (almost triple the present annual allocation) 
through asset sales of State Office Block & Landcom. 

3 Reform of the Heritage Council -
* to provide greater focus on matters of State 

significance 

* to be composed of skills-based rather than 
representative-based members 

* greater role in education & promotion 

* preparation of a model Heritage Local Environment 
Plan (LEP) which allows local Councils most 
effective ways of protecting items of local 
significance. 

4 Local Governments with demonstrated ability can 
deal with S60 applications if they have an 
approved LEP. HC can delegate approvals for items 
of local significance. 

5 Introduction of Wilful Negligence provision to 
Heritage Act - owners to be requested to stabilise 
Heritage item within 60 days. HC to be empowered 
to carry out work at owner's expense. 

6 Improved protection for public buildings - each 
government agency to complete a S170 register and 
cannot take action which would adversely affect a 
Heritage Item unless there is no feasible or prudent 
alternative. 

7 Focus of Heritage Council to be widened to include 
Aboriginal, natural & movable cultural heritage. 

8 Heritage Assistance Program - grants for wider 
range of educational / promotional activities with 
local government to receive more for Heritage studies. 

9 Promotion & Education - private sector to be 
encouraged to promote & protect the State's heritage. 

GREENWAY CONNECTIONS 

I feel I have quite a connection with Francis 
Greenway. My mother lived in Clifton, a 
fashionable suburb of Bristol where Greenway 
designed and built the 1809 Assembly Rooms 
(pictured) before being transported to Sydney in 
1813 for forgery - rather ironic in that he later 
appeared on our $10 banknote! Clifton once had 
hot springs and so was very popular. My mother 
lived there until coming to Australia in the 1920s 
having married my father, an Anzac, during the 
first World War. My cousin's husband spent his 
years until marriage at Westbury on Trym, once a 
village, now a suburb of Bristol where Greenway 
had his office. 

Phyllis McCorquodale (MHS member who 
wrote Ballroom Dancing 1920-1950 in Heritage 5) 

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL HOUSE 

IN AUSTRALIA! 

This is how a recent real estate ad described a certain 
Little Bay residence which was one of the unexpected 
highlights of Perusing La Perouse in March. One MHS 
pundit called it a vulgarian's delight. It was passed in 
at auction for $685,000. The seller wants $820,000 but 
will consider any offer over $700,000. There is no 
truth in the rumour that MHS is acting as a sub-agent 
in this matter. 

PUBLIC ARTWORKS INVENTORY 

Volunteers are wanted to assist surveying the 
Marrickville LGA over the next 3-6 months as part 
of the National Survey of Outdoor Sculpture & 
Monuments. The Australian Institute for the 
Conservation of Cultural Material in conjunction 
with the Art Gallery of NSW has developed an 
easy to use inventory form for communities to 
record their local public artworks such as 
sculptures, murals, mosaics etc. in places like 
schools, parks and streets, but not cemeteries. This 
will become part of the National Monumental 
Artworks Database. The inventory was trialled last 
year in Randwick with great success. 

The Art Gallery will conduct a training workshop on 
15 July and will supervise the inventory. If you are 
interested ring Libby Maher at Marrickville Council 
on 335 2114. 
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AUTUMN TRIVIA ANSWER #2 -
DR DAGMAR BERNE OF ST PETERS 

One of the joys of local history research is the way 
one line of enquiry often leads to another. After 
reproducing the 1931 street map of St Peters depicting 
Munro's dog oval in our February newsletter, journal 
editor Mark Matheson asked whether two nearby 
streets named Dagmar and Berne had any connection 
with the first woman medical student at Sydney 
University. I then learnt about this little known 
heroine and her story of immense courage, triumph 
and sorrow. 

Georgina Dagmar Berne was the eldest of four 
children born in Bega about 1866. After her father 
drowned during an attempted rescue, Mrs Georgina 
Berne and her eight children (four from a previous 
marriage) moved to Sydney to settle in St Peters 
where Bernefield was built. After attending Newtown 
Primary School Dagmar, who was mainly self taught, 
matriculated, entered First Year Arts at Sydney 
University in 1885 and in the same year was accepted 
into Medical School becoming Australia's first female 
medical student. This was despite opposition from 
the Chancellor Sir Normand Maclaurin and the Dean 
of the Medical School Dr Anderson Stuart. In 1886 she 
passed her First Professional Examination obtaining 
Second Class Honours in Botany, Chemistry, Zoology 
and Anatomy. However the blatant sexism described 
by Hutton Neve as the insidious influence of professorial 
disapproval of female doctors prevented her from passing 
another examination. 

Dr Dagmar Berne (University of Sydney Archives) 

Thanks to meeting the famous English Dr Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson, Dagmar and her younger sister 
Florence went to England in 1889 to pursue the study 
of medicine. Dagmar graduated in 1893, but at a cost. 
Firstly, the supply of funds from home ran out after 
the banks failed (causing Bernefield estate to be 
subdivided in 1895 and the establishment of 
Georgina, Dagmar, Berne and Bega streets) and 
Florence decided to give up her studies to allow 
Dagmar to complete hers. Secondly, Dagmar who 
had always been frail and suffered from ill health 
was adversely affected by the English climate with 
recurring bouts of pleurisy and pneumonia. 

After co-writing a medical book in London Dagmar 
returned to Sydney, was registered, and established 
a successful Macquarie Street practice. By 1898 she 
was diagnosed as having advanced tuberculosis 
and went to live with friends at Trundle where, 
despite deteriorating health, she practised as the 
town's only doctor. She died and was buried there 
in August 1900 aged 34, but was later re-interred at 
Waverley Cemetery. Despite deliberate obstrµctionism 
towards women (practised at Sydney University in 
the 1880s), poor health, financial difficulties and the 
virtual sacrifice of an outside life, Dr Dagmar Berne 
succeeded, only to meet with an early death. 

In 1915 "to perpetuate Dagmar's memory and as a 
gesture of her courage in her struggle at Sydney 
University" Dagmar's mother (by then in 
Haberfield) founded the Dagmar Berne Memorial 
Prize at Sydney University, awarded annually to the 
woman who displays the greatest proficiency in the final 
examination in the Faculty of Medicine provided that 
her work is of sufficient merit. This prize is still 
awarded. Quite an irony considering the 
determination by her superiors for her to fail. 

Richard Blair (with thanks to Chrys Meader, 
Cheri Lutz, Madhu Prasad and Marjorie Hutton 
Neve's This Mad Folly! The histon; of Australia's 
pioneer women doctors.) 

UNIVERSITY OF THE 3RD AGE 

U3A is a world-wide educational movement for 
anyone over 50 which aims to provide mental and 
intellectual stimulation for people in active 
retirement. Introduced to Sydney in 1988, U3A 
already has over 5000 members. All branches are 
voluntary, self-help organisations. No qualifications 
are required and no tuition fees are charged. However 
membership is $25 a year, and there may be a small 
daily rental fee plus a charge for course materials. 

The following five courses will commence at 
Marrickville Lawn Tennis Club, Marrickville Park, 
Livingstone Road on 17 June - Drawing for 
Beginners, Understanding Economics, Technology & 
Science, Wholeness & the Macrobiotic Way, and 
Speaking with Confidence. For more information ring 
course co-ordinator Hazel Bittman on 743 4171. 
Hazel would also like to hear from prospective 
volunteer tutors. 

SHRUBS AND TUBS GARDEN CENTRE 
130-136 ew Canterbury Road Petersham • Tel 560 3884 

LEICHHARDT GARDEN CENTRE 
346-350 orton St, Leichhardt (Lilyfield Rd end of orton St) • Tel 560 0889 

Old Faslrioned Climbers and Roses, Cottage Garden Plants, Camellias, Azaleas, 
All Herbs, Terracotta Pots, Lattice. Everytlring to keep your garden lrealtlry. 
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CALENDAR OF MHS EVENTS 

SATURDAY JUNE 22 10.30 AM 
Annual General Meeting & talk by Council's 
archivist Cheri Lutz. 
Details on front page. 

SATURDAY JULY 27 
So long Sydenham! Heritage architect Peter 
McLaren and others take us around (what's 
left of) historic Sydenham. 

SATURDAY AUGUST 24 10.30 am 
Botanic Gardens plant ecologist Doug Benson 
talks on the bushland of Sydney, especially 
the Marrickville area. 

� � 

OUR LAST MEETING 

A WALK ON THE NORTH SIDE 

On Saturday 25 May about 40 MHS members and 
visitors journeyed by bus to North Sydney to visit 
some of the heritage items remaining, despite 
being surrounded by office towers. These included 
the Sexton's Cottage and cemetery in St Thomas 
Rest Park overlooking the freeway, the wonderful 
Blacket St Thomas' Church, the restoration 
progress at the Independent Theatre (Sydney's 
oldest live theatre) and Don Bank behind Victoria 
Cross - an 1820s cottage now a local history 
museum supported by North Sydney Council, 
Stanton Library and the North Shore Historical 
Society. 

All our guides emphasised the great local Council 
and commercial support which has resulted in 
beautifully restored and vandal free sites, most 
with resident caretakers. Finally a drive around 
Balls Head Reserve before heading home. We 
thank Stanton Library's Jennifer Graham for her 
advice and facilitation and Shirley Doolan for 
organising this varied and comprehensive day 
assisted by Richard Blair and Ted Green with his 
impromptu commentary. 

Pamela Stewart 

KELLY'S BUSH - 25 YEARS ON 

When Jack Mundey spoke to MHS last October he 
gave a pressing invitation to return to Kelly's Bush to 
celebrate the Silver Anniversary of the world's first 
Green Ban which saved Kelly's Bush from 
development (17 June 1971). The first Green Ban 
marked the beginning of an environmental 
awareness that grew and spread. Jack's invitation is 
reinforced by Kath Lehany, one of the Battlers. Come 
to Kelly's Busl} (Nelson Pde / Prince Edward Pde 
entrance) Hunters Hill on Sunday 16 June at 
10.30 am for a short ceremony to unveil a plaque 
and launch a book called The Battlers for Kelly's Bush. 
Morning tea provided, but bring a picnic lunch and 
meet the Battlers, Unionists and supporters of 
the 1970s. Ring Monica Sheehan 817 4742 or 
Kath Lehany 817 2248 for further information. 

Shirley Hilyard 

BOOK LAUNCHES 

Madden & Muir do it again! On 2 June at Turrella 
Reserve Earlwood The Wolli Creek Valley: A History 
of Survival ($10) by MHS members Brian Madden 
& Lesley Muir was launched by David Kirby, Q.C. 
It is published by the Wolli Creek Preservation 
Society Inc. The launch was followed by walks to 
historic sites in the valley. 

In the wake of our April brick talk comes Working 
the Clays: the brickmakers of the Ashfield district by 
Nora Peek & Chris Pratten which will be launched 
on 24 June at 12 noon in Ashfield by the Hon. Mr 
Bob Carr M.P., Premier of NSW. Ring Chris Pratten 
on 798 8593 if you wish to attend the launch or 
obtain a copy of this 190 page book which is $15 or 
$21 including postage. 

WINTER TRIVIA QUESTIONS 

1) At the recent brick talk we were told that 
during the 1930s Depression numerous footpaths 
around Sydney were paved using bricks, but 
have mostly been replaced. Are there any brick 
footpaths left around the Marrickville MHS 
district and if so, where are they? 

2) Those hardy MHS members who also belong 
to that peripatetic band, the Horbury Hunt Club, 
may not be aware that in Newtown, tucked away 
behind St Josephs Church is a short, unidentified 
thoroughfare called Horbury Lane. In Sans Souci 
there is a Horbury Street. Why so called? 

(Ring Richard on 557 3823) 

NEW MHS AUDITOR 

Following the resignation of Brad Robinson and 
after canvassing our membership we now have a 
new honorary auditor. Angela Collins has worked 
as an accountant for the past six years and has 
almost completed her accountancy diploma. MHS 
members for some years, Angela and husband Rad 
spend much of their spare time renovating their 
Marrickville home. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Jonathan Ford, Holy Trinity Anglican Church, both 
of Dulwich Hill; Laurel & Peter Adriaansz 
(rejoined), Bruce Cornwell, Leanne Miranda, all of 
Marrickville; 1st Petersham Scout Troop; 
Laperouse Museum, La Perouse; Graham Hunt, 
Lilli Pilli; Ruth King, Nowra; Maxine Shaw, 
Peakhurst; Hillary Goldsmith, Vaucluse. 

All the best to Lindsay and Mabelle Smythe who have 
moved to the Bondi area. They both served on the 
committee for some years, Lindsay as treasurer for two 
years and as president in 1994/95. 

INFO LINE Shirley 569 1768 

NEWSLETTER Richard 557 3823 

HERITAGE WATCH John 550 6447 

MHS newsletter is printed by 
Harlow Printing tel 559 5660 fax 558 6569 

VOLUME 12 NUMBER 11 PRINT POST APPROVED PP 239337/00017 JUNE 1996 


