MARRIGKVILLE
SOCIETY
HERITAGE
Marrickville, Petersham, St Peters, Stanmore
Camperdown &Hurlstone Park

Covering Dulwich Hill, Enmore, Lewisham,
Sydenham, Tempe & parts of Newtown,

ST CLEMENTS SPIRE - THE GRANT,
THE FAIR & THE CONCERT

OUR NEXT MEETING
THE BUSHLAND OF SYDNEY & THE
MARRIGKVILLE AREA: DOUG BENSON
Saturday August 24 10.30 am
Petersham Town Hall
In 1788 the bushland of Sydney was made up of
forests, woodlands, heaths, scrub, sedgelands and
swamps depending on geology and soils. It took
only 100 years for that bushland to become
urvrecognisable. This impact, due to grazing
domestic herds and suburban expansion copied
the fact that the first trees cut and felled in Sydney
Cove {making the Aborigines weep) was to make way
for huts. Can you imagine the inner western
suburbs clothed in a Turpentine-Ironbark Forest
and on the sandstone slopes of Cooks River at the
southern end of our municipality a Blackbutt and
Swamp Oak Forest? (Some Blackbutts and Swamp
Oaks remain on the golf course along the river.)

Residence in Harriet Street Marrickville 1871 with a
well established ornamental garden surrounded by
Eucalypt forest (Mitchell Library)
Doug Benson, senior plant ecologist with the National
Herbarium at Sydney's Royal Botanic Gardens will
tell us about this bushland and the remnant native
plants waiting to be discovered that help us retain our
local sense cf identity and our connection with the ancient
environment. Doug Benson is co-author with Jocelyn
Howell of Takenfor Granted: The bushland ofSydney and
its suburbs, the definitive work on the subject.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Janet Currington, Camperdown; Margaret Caley &
Peter Rea, Monica &Joe Grabowski, all of Dulwich
Hill; Linda Carmichael, Enmore; Anthony Albanese,
David & Deborah Latta, all of Mdrrickville; Michele
Carton, Elisabeth Gallery, Ruth Holmes, all of
Newtown; Emily & Lucy Jones, Petersham; Stephen
Blair &Jennifer Taylor, Stanmore; Harry & Del
Stone, Sydenham; Donna Braye, Crows Nest;
Monica Sheehan, Hunters Hill; Bill Kerameas
(rejoined), Narwee; Chris Pratten, Summer Hill.
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The State Government is cormnended for its
Heritage Assistance Program $50,000 grant to
Marrickville Anglican Parish for urgent
reconstruction of the St Clements Church spire.
Rev. Chris Clerke says this will ensure the spire's
preservation and attributes the success of the
application for heritage funding to the strong public
campaign and the urgency of the situation.
Marrickville Heritage Society has been at the
forefront of this campaign since April 1995 when
the threat to the spire was first made public. Late
last year MHS obtained well over 1,000
signatures on a petition to save the spire at a time
when the church, through lack of available funds,
felt compelled to put an application for
demolition of the spire before Marrickville
Council. Council then launched the National
Trust backed public appeal.
A further $19,000 is still required. The Society
urges local businesses, schools, organisations and
the general public to dig deep to save this
important landmark. Cheques made out to "The
National Trust of Australia (NSW) St Clements
Anglican Church Conservation Appeal" are tax
deductible.
Two forthcoming events for the spire appeal are:
Medieval Art & Craft Fair
Saturday 7 September 10 till 4.
St Clements Choral Concert
Saturday 14 September 8 pm.
Excerpts from works by Handel including
The Messiah. Soloists Susan Falk, Jenny Duck
Chong and Susan Reppion-Brooke; conductor Alan
Foster with String Orchestra & the St Clement's
Singers. $15, $10 concession.

STREET WALKING DISCOVER YOUR DISTRICT
An important role of the Heritage Watch
committee is that of classifications - locating,
describing and recommending to the National
Trust items for heritage listing. Members and
friends are invited to join the committee on the first
of some occasional street walks. All you need is the
time and interest to explore what's aroimd, firstly
in east Marrickville. Meet at 10 30 am on Sunday
18 August at Enmore Park where Addison Road
meets Enmore Road. For further information ring
John 9550 6447 or just turn up.
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1995-96 NEWSLETTER REPORT
At last year's AGMI spoke at length about
Stanmore House and Mary Reibey which was a
reflection of their broad coverage in that year's
newsletters. Heritage 9 featured an article on each
of them and as 1was on that journal's editorial
conunittee I became immersed in Reibeyana. New
heroes have now emerged such as Dr Dagmar
Berne who featured in the June newsletter. Who
had ever heard of Dagmar Berne of St Peters,
Australia's first female tertiary medical student,
forced to complete her studies in England because
of the sexist attitudes at Sydney University in the
1880s? My interest in Dagmar arose after we
published a 1931 street map showing Dagmar and
Berne Streets in St Peters. 'That map was in
response to a trivia question on Munro's Dog Oval,
another obscure slice of our local history, wMch
demonstrates there are always new things to be
imearthed even if Cashman & Meader led us to
believe otherwise.
Apart from the broad range of local history, the
newsletter keeps members informed about
Heritage Watch matters, which does not always
make us popular with some sectors in the
community, who may be developers. Councillors
or church parishioners. The devolution of
Sydenham was the most recurring item of the past
year. The Sydney suburb most severely affected by
aircraft noise has suffered the virtual forced
eviction of himdreds of its residents resulting in
the closure of several local businesses and the
destruction of scores of its dwellings. How can any
government be proud of this?
In addition to comprehensive coverage of our
monthly walks and talks and broader issues
beyond Marrickville, the newsletter informs
members about exhibitions, concerts, festivals,
fairs, conferences, book laimches, celebrations,
reunions, farewells, submissions, awards,
anniversaries, appeals, births, obituaries,
remembrance ceremonies and new members.
It is gratifying that the Society received a
Commendation in the Community Groups
category at the National Trust Heritage Awards in
May for the 1995 Newsletters, Heritage 9 and the
Journal Index. Nearly 40 members and others have
contributed articles or photographs since last Jime
and many more have had other input.
Nevertheless I would love to hear from more
members, especially newer ones.
The newsletter involves regular networking with a
range of people in particular some at Marrickville
Council notably local studies librarian Dorma
Braye, archivist Cheri Lutz, heritage architect
Libby Maher, and Reader Services Librarian Chrys
Meader; also thanks to Jennifer Killen from the St
Peters/Sydenham/Tempe Neighbourhood Centre.
Thank you Harlow Printing for splendidly putting
it all together especially Kelly for being so patient
and Ed Jones for being so obliging and
accommodating. This year's committee has been
very supportive and each member has
contributed. John Zinsmeester is as ever inspiring.
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whether it be over things that shouldn't go up or
things that shouldn't come down. Shirley Hilyard
has not only written a lot of the copy but makes
invaluable suggestions and is always on hand to
do the important proofreading, picking up errors
or omissions that spell-check cannot find.
Gwenda Welsh continues to distribute the
newsletter in her streamlined fashion. Having
deputised for her one month I can appreciate the
monumental task involved in getting the
newsletters to the runners. She is ably assisted by
Harold Welsh, the ever dependable and available
Mary Tait, and finally her hardy band of runners
who brave all weathers to get the newsletter to
your door.
Richard Blair, Editor

ASSISTANT SECRETARY'S REPORT
Thanks to the efficiency of Harlow Printing, I can
package and deliver the newsletters to our runners
five or six days after the executive meeting. One
runner, past president Lindsay Smyth moved and
Iain Carolin volunteered to do that nm whilst
Shirley Doolan has undertaken deliveries in
Newtown. To save money, mail to out of area
members has been sent through Print Post. Thanks
to Mary Tait's efforts of folding and enveloping the
130 odd newsletters and to Harold Welsh who
collects and takes them to the nearest Australia Post
depot at Turrella, this has been successful.
My personal thanks to Richard Blair who always
has his copy ready for printing and who packaged
and delivered the newsletters to the runners when
I was away. Finally thairks must go to the
wonderful runners who hand deliver over
200 newsletters to members, libraries, and various
Marrickville Council officers. I feel the system is
fairly streamlined and not too inefficient.
Gwenda Welsh
[And the ruimers! - Lu Bell, Richard Blair, John
Blattman, Iain Carolin, Anne Cherry, Mary Curcio,
Shirley Doolan, Fred Ellis, Barbara Gibbons,
Shirley Hilyard, Zena Hodges, Valerie McLeish,
Brian Nugent, Angela Phippen, Lindsay Smyth,
Pamela Stewart, Mary Tait, Harold Welsh, John
Zinsmeester.]

SHRUBS AND TUBS GARDEN CENTRE
130-136 N e w C an terb u ry R oad P ete rsh a m • Tel 560 3884

LEICHHARDT GARDEN CENTRE
346-350 N o rto n St, L eich h ard t (Lilyfield Rd e n d o f N o rto n St) • Tel 560 0889

O ld Fashioned Climbers and Roses, Cottage Garden Plants, Camellias, Azaleas,
A ll Herbs, Terracotta Pots, Lattice. E verything to keep y o u r garden healthy.
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OUR LAST MEETING
SO LONG SYDENHAM!
On Saturday 27 July over 90 members, friends and
locals flocked to have a last look at parts of Sydenham
destined for demolition in a Commonwealth
Government project linked to airport noise. While
many homes and buildings have already been
levelled without a trace, heritage architect Peter
McLaren gave us a privileged view inside some of the
heritage buildings that will be retained.
Regrettably we were too late to view two recently
demolished Federation brick houses with immaculate
verandah tiling opposite St Peters Town Hall, and
proceeded to the Coptic Church in Railway Road. After
an insight into the Coptic Church by one of its
members, MHS member Leslie Fairbaim told of his
days supervising Sunday School in the building (1940s1960s) when it was a Methodist Church [see below].
Peter then took us through a pair of fine two-storey
residences, the first a stone house featuring an elegant
staircase, beautiful fire places, and delicate plaster
cornices and open ceiling roses (made from gelatin
moulds) which enabled fumes from gasoliers (gas
lighting) to escape. The second was Clarevill House
(probably the oldest surviving Railway Road house
which belonged to the Quinn family for about
100 years) whose doors have been mysteriously
removed. Council's heritage architect Libby Maher
advised that both houses along with the church will
be available for community use.
After traversing the semi-obliterated areas of Henry,
Rowe and George Streets, Harry, retired manufacturer
of chain wire fencing showed us his unique workshop
containing his marvellous collection of memorabilia
and working machinery including a giraffe for
1884 TEMPE PARK METHODIST CHURCH
The March newsletter contained an article by
Leslie Fairbairn on the early history of Tempe
Park Methodist Church in Sydenham. Since 1969
this has been the Coptic Church of St Mary and St
Mina. It is to be saved and have a further rebirth
as a yet undetermined community facility. This
photo is of the original 1884 Tempe Park
Methodist Church which ran parallel to Railway
Road. It may surprise even some who attended
our recent walk that this building is still standing,
though significantly modified and absorbed into
the 1901 church.

producing wire mesh, an early welding machine, a
carbine gas production unit and his beautifully
maintained 1950s FJ Holden.
Harry has lived in the house built by his
grandfather since he was a child, and although the
premises are in the demolition zone, Harry and his
wife Del intend to stay put. Local heroes indeed!
Thanks to Peter and ^chard Blair for such an
interesting and thought-provoking outing.
Julie Drew
[The gradually disintegrating Rowe Street in
Sydenham has a brick footpath - Editor]

NATIVE BIRDS IN STANMORE
Since Marrickville Council has planted native trees
along the nature strips of Stanmore many species of
native birds have returned to the area. Of special
interest is the variety of species of small birds, as
many of these deserted the suburbs of Sydney
about 25 years ago. Among the small birds, the
brown headed honeyeater, willie-wagtail, silvereye and little wattle bird are frequent visitors. I
have seen the chestnut-breasted manakin and the
European green finch on one occasion. Of the larger
native birds, the rainbow lorikeet, the common
koel, the black-faced cuckoo shrike, the red-wattle
bird and the noisy miner are frequently seen. I
sometimes see kookaburras whilst a butcher bird
and a flock of sulphur-crested cockatoos once
visited.
Magpies, currawongs and ravens visit the
neighbourhood only occasionally. These are major
predators of the small birds, and their infrequent
visits may explain why the small native birds are
surviving so successfully here. The Royal
Australian Ornithologists Union advises against
leaving food out for native birds, as it can cause
them to suffer from dietary imbalance and
consequent poor health. The best way to encourage
native birds into the garden is to plant native trees
and shrubs. These provide the birds with seeds and
nectar, and encourage the kind of insects which the
birds like to eat.
Barbara Gibbons
[For more information on local birds see Heritage 6
for Clare Herscovitch's Return of the Native: Birds in
the Marrickville Garden]

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AREAS
Ratepayers and residents in parts of Lewisham,
Petersham, Stanmore, Camperdown and Newtown
between Parramatta Road and the Western Railway
are invited to inspect the Draft Development Control
Plan at Council's Administrative Centre and libraries.
The guidelines have been prepared to assist home
owners before making applications to Council for any
alterations or building works so as to conserve the
original and distinctive fabric of the areas. Three
community workshops will be held soon. Ring Libby
Maher 9335 2114 for further information.
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r CALENDAR OF MHS EVENTS

' \

SATURDAY AUGUST 2410.30 am
Petersham Town Hall
Doug Benson talks on Sydney's bushland.
Details on front page.
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28
Cooks River Tour led by Mark Matheson.
You've seen it in Heritage 9, now tear out the
map and do the walk.

TWO OBSCURE PLAQUES
In Camperdown Memorial Rest Park near Lermox
Street Newtown at the foot of a Eucalypt is this
little plaque r ^
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WHAT'S A FOML?

CONDOLENCES - LEONARD CAROLAN
We record the death of Len Carolan of Earlwood on
5 July after a long illness. A resident of Stanmore in
early life the story of his involvement in Australian
pioneer aviation was told as an oral history to
Anne Carolan in Heritage 6. The cover of the journal
featured Len beside an aeroplane near the control
tower at Mascot in 1936. Our condolences to Len's
wife Betty and his family.

WINTER TRIVIA ANSWER #2 HORBURY LANE, NEWTOWN
Neither Horbury Lane, Newtown nor Horbury
Street, Sans Souci has anything to do with Horbury
Hunt. The answer lies much closer to Marrickville.
The lane is a part of the South Kingston Estate,
which was subdivided by Thomas Holt, and his
friends Thomas Mort and Thomas Ware Smart.
Thomas Holt, bom in Horbury, Yorkshire was a
politician, businessman and land speculator who
owned property in Marrickville (including
The Yiarren), along the Botany Bay shore and in
Sutherland.
The street in Sans Souci is part of South Scarborough
Township, subdivided in 1874, also by Thomas Holt.
He was attempting to create a seaside resort on the
first route of the Illawarra Railway.
Lesley Muir
[Several of Lesley's publications are on sale
through the Society. MHS member Lottie Ferres of
Sans Souci also wrote to advise Horbury Street,
Sans Souci was named after Holt's birthplace
Horbury in Yorkshire. Editor]
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Mary Casey in her Heritage 8 article on
Camperdown Cemetery states a number of local
Aborigines were buried here :Mogo, Wandalina,
William Perry and others named and unnamed. In the
1950s a monument was erected to these Aborigines.
^

Before you go diving into your Concise Oxford (in
the belief this is another trivia question) FOML is
the acronym for Friends of Marrickville Library
whose aim is to increase public awareness and
appreciation of the libraries of Marrickville as vital and
dynamic community resources. You may be a regular
user of one of Marrickville's fom libraries, but this
is a chance to become more involved in promoting
its services, initiating community activities and
having fim. FOML already has over 30 members
and an active program. For more information ask
your local library staff or ring 9335 2174.
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THIS TREE WAS PLANTED IN 1958 TO REPLACE
A MORETON BAY HG TREE GROWN BY
THE CAMPERDOWN CEMETERY TRUSTEES IN 1848
IN RECOGNITION OF THE WORK OF

THE VENERABLE WILLIAM COWPER D.D.
This (somewhat disfigured) plaque sits on the north
side of the park near Federation Road in front of a
Podocarpus, recently planted to replace the 1958 tree
which replaced the 1848 Moreton Bay Fig.
Richard Blair

ANYONE FOR POTTERY?
If any member has any researched material on
Pates Pottery, Raynham Pottery, Casey Ware or
any of the other later potteries, the National
Museum of Australian Pottery, PO Box 928,
Wodonga, Victoria 3689 would love to hear from
you; phone/fax 060 563152.
The Museum at 66 South Street, Wodonga, the
first of its kind in Australia dedicated to
Australia's 19th century potters, has come to
fmition after many years of research and
collecting by Geoff and Kerrie Ford. It contains
around 600 pieces of domestic pottery from
72 companies established between 1819 to 1918,
the earliest being a piece by convict potter
Jonathan Leak. You can also buy Ford's definitive
book Australian Pottery: The First 100 Years for $145
plus $10 postage.
INFOLINE Mark 9559 5502
MEMBERSHIP Harold 9569 5183
NEWSLETTER Richard 9557 3823
HERITAGE WATCH John 9550 6447
MHS newsletter is printed by
Harlow Printing tel 9559 5660 fax 9558 6569
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