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HERITAGE

Marrickville, Petersham, St Peters, Stanmore
Camperdown & H urlstone Park

Covering Dulwich H ill, Enmore, Lewisham,
Sydenham, Tempe & parts of N ewtown,

WHY BELONG TO M HS?

O U R N E X T M E E T IN G
COOKS RIVER TOUR
(CANTERBURY TO TEMPE)
LED BY M ARK M ATHESON
Saturday 28 Septem ber 10 am
Meet at Canterbury Railway Station. Take the
train via Sydenham on the Bankstown Line or the
428 bus through Newtown, Marrickville,
Petersham and Dulwich Hill. Return trip from
Tempe well served by trains and buses. Expected
finish 1 -1.30 pm. No bookings or charge. Kids
welcome. Enquiries ring Mark 9559 5502.

Now's the time to tear up your journal! Not
literally of course; just tear out the innermost
double-page of Heritage 9 and join us on the Cooks
River Tour, checking out the sites of Thomas Holt's
castle, Caroline Chisholm's school and the
Aboriginal guerilla wars, and assessing what's left
of the burnt-out Old Sugar Mill.
We'll see how the river has been variously
regarded from the days of Captain James Cook to
the present, when there's healthy regrowth of the
river's flora and fauna. This is an easy walk along
flat pathways. You may wish to bring a picnic
lunch or take refreshments at the historic
Marrickville Golf Club (and don't miss JC's bust!).
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The estuary of Cooks River in the 1880s takenfrom The
Warren. Note the Scribbly Gum woodland on the
sandstone hillside in theforeground (Mitchell Library).

Are you aware we are one of those unique
^ organisations who actually pay its members to
be members? Think about it. Our annual
journal Heritage normally sells for $10, so if you
pay an $8 subscription, you're in front by $2. You
also get eleven free newsletters delivered for
nothing, which adds up if you live outside
Marrickville LGA.
Most of our walks and talks are free (imlike many
Societies) except for fares and entries payable if an
outing is done privately. Even with the Ordinary
$14 or Family $20 memberships you're still in front.
MHS also helps looks after our heritage which is a
very good reason for belonging.
If you wish to remain a member please send our
Treasurer a cheque - if of course, you have not
already done so - or pay at one of our meetings. If
you joined after 1 April 1996 renewal not required
till next July. If you are one of our newer members
who has not yet been to a meeting, come along
some time.
Editor
THE WRECK OF THE D U N B A R

The Dunbar was built in 1856 for the firm of
Dunbar & Sons of London expressly for the
Australian trade. On the night of 20 August 1857
one of the worst shipping disasters in our history
occurred when the Dunbar was wrecked against
the cliffs below The Gap resulting in the loss of
121 lives. The sole survivor was Jim Johnson who
became a lighthouse keeper and died in The
Boulevarde, Dulwich Hill. The recovered remains
of the lost were interred in Camperdown Cemetery.
A commemorative service was held annually until
1949, but was reinstated in 1992 by The Friends of
St Stephens.
This year's commemorative service was held on
24 August at the Dunbar graveside in Camperdown
Cemetery to mark the 139th anniversary of the
tragedy. Chrys Meader addressed the gathering and
read out the names of all those who perished.

TEMPE STREET WALK

Laurel Horton (author of the recently published
Grave Reflections) will conduct our second Heritage
street walk, this time around parts of Tempe. If you
have never been to an MHS activity; or if you
cannot make our Saturday meetings; or if you
want to learn more about hands-on Heritage or
just want to mingle with interesting people on a
Sunday street stroll, join us, and don't worry if
you're not a member. Meet at Tempe Railway
Station on Sunday 13 October at 2 pm.

PO BOX 415 MARRICKVILLE 2204

MARRICKVILLE FESTIVAL

Fine weather is guaranteed for this year's festival to
be held along Marrickville Road on Saturday
21 September from noon until 8 pm! The Society
will run a stall. Donations of any saleable items such as jams, plants, sweets - would be
appreciated, "rhe hit of last year's stall? Goldfish.
V^o can top that? If you want anything collected
ring Angela 9247 3953 during working hours.
See you on the 21st!
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HAVE YOU SEEN A N Y WARATAHS?

This is the season when the Waratah (Telopea
speciosissima) is blooming. This remarkable plant
was used as an architectural decoration at the end
of last century. For a pictorial survey in Heritage 10
we've found them in - stained glass windows at St
Peters Church and the Morton Hostel, etched glass
at Altona 38 Gordon Crescent, Stanmore, stonework
at Newington College, Sydney University,
Newtown Post Office and Redfem
Park gates, detailing on the
former ES & A Bank opposite
the former Enmore Post
Office, a ceramic tile at 105
Lennox Street, Newtown,
and an embroidered crest for
Vicars Woollen Mill.
Also do you remember - Miss La
Vere’s dancing school in Illawarra Road at The
Warren, the Marrickville Dramatic Society, the
Marrickville Horticulture Society, Father Stanislaus
Cross & St Brigid's church, Marrickville? If so, or
you know of other decorative waratahs, please
ring me on 9559 5502.
Mark Matheson (Editor Heritage 10)

MARRICKVILLE EAST STREET WALK

On Sunday 18 August the ebullient John
Zinsmeester pied piped his band of walkers
around streets bordering Enmore Park. This 1937
former tram shelter is the only local one existing John
told us. Palmer Terrace, Vic on the Park, Samuel
Cook, D.V. Cochrane... Within minutes John had
whisked us back into some bygone era, citing
century-old regulations which forbade any
building in the park.
Jasmone in Victoria Road could be as early as 1850!
The evidence seems slender but John had us half
convinced by sandstone verandah flagstones now
covered by concrete, cordless sash windows, the
deep fireplace, and the old chimney. While we
admired a Scot's Pine in a garden up the road, the
resident on her way out, was festooned with
brochures, newsletters, an impromptu speech and
an invitation to join the Society.
One highlight of the walk was the opportunity
to see the marvellous drawing room, staircase,
stained glass window and intact basement of
Stead House (formerly Frankfort Villa). Another
was seeing the ancient doors of the Enmore Box
Factory. Good and inappropriate treatments,
illegal extensions and brick walls, unsightly
carports - nothing escaped John's eagle eye.
This informal historical/architectural lesson
was a pleasant way to pass a Sunday morning,
and a chance to award one's own brickbats and
bouquets in a local neighbourhood (see front
page for details of our next walk, in Tempe).
Richard Blair
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HERITAGE WATCH & CLASSIFICATIONS
ANNUAL REPORT 1995-96

I must report as convenor of the Heritage Watch
and Classifications Committee I am disappointed
that in spite of extremely intensive lobbying we
lost the battle for two of our most important sites.
One was the vacant block next door to Stanmore
House thereby limiting restoration and
interpretation of this historic and architecturally
distinguished colonial house. The second was that
St Peters Anglican Church Cooks River now has a
new rectory whose bulk and siting materially affects
the significance of the subject site. The latest loss will
be the destruction of the two Victorian villas on
Marrickville Road, Marrickville.
However we can be proud of our efforts on many
fronts during the year. Paramount was the battle to
Save the Spire - St Clements of course - with the
petition (over 1000 signatures), our publicity, letters,
donations from members and an article in Heritage 9.
MHS has also supported many issues all aired in
the Newsletter - Sydenham, Mastertouch,
Trocadero, Captain Cook bust. Maternal Heart of
Mary Chapel, the threatened trees in David Street,
Enmore Post Office, Woodcourt Gateposts, the
beehive wells in St Peters, Colchester, George
Patterson House, and Canterbury Sugar Works.
Our submission to have Ferndale in Camden Street,
Newtown Classified by the National Trust was
successful. Good news!
As President of MHS and convenor of this
committee, I was invited to address members of
the Heritage Council of NSW when they visited
Council during Heritage Week. I was grateful for
this opportunity and forthrightly stated our views
on some decisions.
I want to thank my committee - Anne Walter
(secretary), Richard Blair, David Cass, Shirley
Hilyard, Margaret Kettniss, Mark Matheson, Ian
Walter and John Wright. Shirley's assistance was
particularly invaluable. Let us hope we are more
successful in the next year as I believe this is the
Society's most important work.
John Zinsmeester
HERITAGE SHORT COURSE

Mark Matheson and Richard Blair were among
about 30 mostly local government personnel
involved in heritage decision-making from six
Councils on August 22-23 for this course (only the
second of its kind in NSW) organised by the
Heritage Office and Marrickville Council. The
course looked at Heritage Legislation including the
Burra Charter (derived from a 1979 meeting at the
historic mining town of Burra in South Australia)
which has been adopted as the standard for
heritage conservation practice in Australia;
heritage values and planning in practice;
community consultation; and how to make good
heritage decisions. Such courses augur well for
heritage consciousness-raising and preservation.
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D .H . LAWRENCE A N D CA M PERD O W N

Here's a poser for the keen researcher! Did D.H.
Lawrence, during his visit to Australia in 1922, spend
a night or two in Camperdown? Robert Darroch in
D.H. Lawrence in Australia (1981) tells how the
Lawrences befriended two English married couples,
Denis and Laura Forrester and Bill and Constance
Marchbank on the steamer RMS Malwa from Perth to
Sydney - brought out as hosiery mechanics by the
textile firm George Bond & Co. Ltd to work in the
knitting mills in Mallett Street, Camperdown. These
couples settled in a Camperdown boarding house and
Lawrence went to stay with them at least once.
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Postcardfrom D. H. Lawrence in San Francisco to
Mrs Forrester (page 160 of Davis’book; copyright
held by the family of the late A.D. Forrester)
In Joseph Davis' D.H. Lawrence at Thirroul (1989) is a
photograph of a postcard dated 5 September 1922
from D.H. Lawrence in San Francisco to Mrs Forrester,
Khartoum, 206 Australia Street Camperdown - Sydney.
It reads Had a good voyage but thankful to be on land
again. San Francisco afine town but bewildering and
deafening. We've been motoring round this afternoon. Best
wishes from both. D.H. Lawrence. Later postcards to
Laura Forrester included one from Mexico City.
The sextet spent some time together during those
winter months of 1922 when Lawrence wrote
Kangaroo. Forrester remembered Lawrence listening to
some gramophone records with them and Bill Marchbank
lending Lawrence a small sum of money to tide him over
until a chequefrom America arrived.
Forrester took the only extant photographs of
Lawrence in Australia including several around
Sydney Harbour foreshores and in front of their
rented Thirroul home Wyewurk (claimed by Davis to
be one of the most significant examples of twentieth
century domestic architecture in Australia and
probably one of our first Californian bungalow style
houses) where the two couples spent the final
weekend in July with Lawrence and Frieda.
The local link with DHL is rather tenuous, but still!
Sands Directory reveals that Khartoum was on the
southern corner of Australia and Derby Streets. Its
first Sands listing is 1901 from when it was occupied
for several years by Robert Fowler jnr. It was very
likely built by the Fowler Pottery family. It has since
been replaced by a block of home units. The
numbering regime of the street changed in 1924 when
it became 47 Australia Street. Bonds was at 64-78 and
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Richard Blair
INNER CITY HERITAGE FORUM

Six MHS members attended this informative
inaugural forum organised by RAHS Councillor
and MHS member James Moloney on Saturday
10 August. After addresses by Dr Carol Liston
(RAHS), Stephen Davies (National Trust), and
Libby Maher (Marrickville Council), we looked at
ways of preserving heritage and the substantial
difficulties in putting a case for conservation to
local councils and developers. Good work James.
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later 100 Mallett Street Camperdown. The Chesty
Bond sign was a landmark for many years but both
buildings have been absorbed into the Faculty of
Nursing, University of Sydney.

HORBURY C O N N EC T IO N S -PART II

Wherever there's a lane there is (or was) invariably
a larger thoroughfare nearby with the same name.
There's not much left of Horbury Lane in Newtown
(see August newsletter) but last century most of
Bedford Street was called Horbury Terrace. It ran
slightly to the west of Liberty Street linking up with
Railway Avenue opposite the (current) Cardigan
Street intersection.
At 173 Macquarie Street Sydney is a row of houses
named Horbury Terrace. RAHS plaque 17 reveals These homes, once part ofa terrace ofeight, were built in
1842for Ouseley Condell. Their name derivesfrom the
second owner, Thomas Holt, a native of Horbury, Yorkshire.
The birth certificate of Elizabeth Martens, daughter
of Conrad and Jane Martens, born on 23 August
1839, records her parent's residence as 3 Horbury
Terrace, Macquarie Street.
Richard Blair & Shirley Hilyard (also a
Horbury Hunt Club member)
MHS member Anne Carolan recently bought a
heavy, grubby, cone-shaped brass vase (27 cms.
high, 13 cms. diameter) from an Enmore Op Shop.
After cleaning it Anne saw this inscription on the
base (suggesting it was from a church) - In Loving
Memory of our Sister Susan - From the Stephenson
Family. If anyone knows about it please ring Arme
on 9417 4862.
SHRUBS A N D TUBS G A R D E N CENTRE
130-136 New Canterbury Road Petersham • Tel 560 3884

LEICHHARDT G A R D E N CENTRE
346-350 Norton St, Leichhardt (Lityfield Rd end of Norton St) • Tel 560 0889

Old Fashioned Climbers and Roses, Cottage Garden Plants, Camellias, Azaleas,
All Herbs, Terracotta Pots, Lattice. Everything to keep your garden healthy.
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CALENDAR OF M R S EVENTS

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28 10 am
Cooks River Tour led by Mark Matheson.
Details on front page
SUNDAY OCTOBER 13 2 pm
Tempe Heritage Walk from Tempe Station.
Details on front page.
SATURDAY OCTOBER 26 10.30 am
Petersham Town Hall
Robert Hutchinson talks on Australiana.
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23 10.30 am
Petersham Town Hall
Helen Armstrong talks on migrant
^^heritage places.
^
FROM BULANAMING TO EDUCATION
Dulwich Hill Primary School in Kintore Street first
opened its doors on 11 September 1975. As part of
its 21st Birthday celebrations on Wednesday
11 September, a book by MHS member John
Edwards will be launched at 10 am. From
Bulanaming to Education explores the intriguing
history of the school site from the first land grant in
1803 to the redevelopment of the site as a school in
the 1970s. The book (and if you're very quick, an
invitation to the party) may be obtained from the
school (9559 2699). Book proceeds to the school.
SPR IN G TRIVIA QU ESTIO NS

1) What is the shortest street or thoroughfare in
the Marrickville LGA and how long is it? It
should have at least one dwelling whose address
is registered as belonging to that street.
2) Our August newsletter recorded two metal
plaques in Camperdown Memorial Rest Park.
One related to the Aborigine Mogo who died and
was buried in Camperdown Cemetery in 1850; the
other recognised the work of The Venerable William
Cowper D.D. Who were Mogo and Cowper? What
was the work of Cowper?
(Ring Richard on 9557 3823)
BACKPACKER EXTRAORDINAIRE!

Regular meeting goers
would know that Ian
Phillips goes almost
nowhere without his
bike and his miniature
Sheltie, who answers to
various names and has
enjoyed
many
a
Saturday speaker from
the comfort of Ian's
backpack. Was it the
dog who at Jime's AGM
seconded the motion
that Ian be elected to the
executive committee?
(photo: Ed Jones)
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O UR LAST MEETING
B EN SO N O N B U SH L A N D

On Saturday 24 August over 50 members and
friends heard Doug Benson, botanist and ecologist
at the National Herbarium, Botanic Gardens,
Sydney, trace the disappearance of the bushland of
Sydney and its suburbs.
Although early colonial diaries wrote in glowing
terms of the scenery, little did they know of the
difficulties they would encounter when they tried
to grow crops on the poor sandstone soils. But the
wholesale clearing went on in the attempt at
agriculture and for huts. When the rich alluvial
soils, formed from shales, were found around the
Hawkesbury and Nepean Rivers, the flood plains
were cleared in earnest.
We could not fail to be excited as Doug Benson
showed slides of the grove of Swamp Oaks,
remnant trees growing in the Royal Botanic
Gardens. This excitement is akin to seeing the
scraps of the Botany Bayflora collection of Banks and
Solander that were returned to the Herbarium from
the British Museum in 1905 when Joseph Maiden
was Director.
Little gems of bushland in relatively untouched
pockets have been discovered and carefully
documented. The record is not large but some are in
the inner west - the churchyard of St Johns, Ashfield
has remnant plants, in Yeo Park there are
Turpentines, whilst Blackbutts and Swamp Oaks
remain on Marrickville Golf Course. At Dulwich HUl
Railway Station a range of native grasses, including
Kangaroo Grass has been found. Could this be the
original vegetation of the Kangoroo Ground
documented by Captain Watl^ Tench in 1793?
As a bonus to Doug's stimulating talk, (new MHS
member) Danie Ondinea spoke briefly on her role
as community educator. Danie is at the forefront to
re-establish native plant communities that will
provide habitats for animal and bird species and
encourage their return. In this capacity she advises
Council on design and installation of these
plantings. Our thanks to Doug and Danie for a
terrific morning.
Shirley Hilyard
(And thanks to Shirley for organising it - Editor)
RAHS Local History Conference at
Orange 26-27 October 1996.
Rites, Rights & Writings
Ring Angela 9247 3953 for details.
INFOLINE Robert 9568 3079
MEMBERSHIP Harold 9569 5183
NEWSLETTER Richard 9557 3823
HERITAGE WATCH John 9550 6447
MHS newsletter is printed by
Harlow Printing tel 9559 5660 fax 9558 6569
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