MARRICKVILLE
SOCIETY
HERITAGE
Marrickville, Petersham, St Peters, Stanmore
Camperdown & Hurlstone Park

Covering Dulwich Hill, Enmore, Lewisham,
Sydenham, Tempe & parts of Newtown,

OUR NEXT MEETING
JUDITH DUNN'S TALES FROM THE
CEMETERY - GETTING IT RIGHT BY
READING THE CLUES

Saturday February 22 10.30 am
Petersham Town Hall
Local cemeteries are memorials to the ordinary
people of a district, some who may have been
moderately successful. Though most local
cemeteries have been carefully transcribed listing
names, birthplace, death dates and other references
to family such as spouse's name and children, often
a full cemetery study has not been completed.
There is a wonderfully rich source of local history

'NEW MARRICKVILLE TOWN
HALL TURNS 75
February 11 marks the 75th aimiversary of the
opening of this landmark building, whose main hall
recently became Raffles during the fall of Singapore in
Bruce Beresford's film Paradise Road. In the wake of a
suggestion by John Zinsmeester to celebrate this
anniversary, Marrickville Council's Heritage
Promotions Committee has organised a Back to
Strollers Night 50-50 Dance on Friday 18 April, the
eve of Heritage Week. The cost is only $5 but
bookings are essential and should be made soon.

just waiting to be discovered. So what
can we learn from an ordinary local
burial ground?
? Local historian and President of the
Parramatta & District Historical Society
Judith Dunn has spent the last eight
years recording and researching the
seven Parramatta burial grounds.
In addition to the more obvious
informahon, this has revealed an
amazing amount of detail about those
interred, such as local industries,
social habits, church denomination,
migration trends, epidemics and
infant mortality. But researcher
beware! There are traps if the clues
are not read correctly.
The architects were Mansfield and Sons, and the
builder Douglas Stuart of Marrickville. The
foundation stones were laid by Governor General
Lord Forster and ex mayor Aid. Benjamin Richards
on 30 April 1921.

M arrickville Council celebrates the 75th A nniversary of

iiJ Marrickville Town Hall fe,
with a

to
?0-f0 ^onee
to be held on Friday, 18 April 1997
Dancing from 7.30pm to 11.30pm
to the Frank Charlton Band
Admission by ticket only
Cost - $5.00 - BYO (Light refreshments included)
Contact - Donna Brave, Local Studies Librarian, ph: 9335 2170

The site on which the town hall stands was previously
a market garden owned by nine-time mayor Joseph
Graham (grandfather of MHS member Olwen
Hanney). Chrys Meader's Heritage 5 article Marrickville
Town Hall describes the 16 year saga leading up to the
1922 opening of Marrickville's second town hall,
described in the Official Souvenir as undeniably thefinest
civic hall outside the City of Sydney. It is a brick building
ivith sandstone dressings takenfrom the Council's quarry at
Undercliffe. Internally it is beautifully wainscoted in Frenchpolished Queensland maple, and the stairs are constructed
with Terrazzo marble, with wrought iron balustrades.
PO BOX 415 MARRICKVILLE 2204

Marrickville Town Hall (drawing from original plans,
Marrickville Library Local Studies Collection)
About 20,000 people witnessed Mayor Henry Morton
officially open the town hall. An obscure memorial
tablet was placed on the east side of the building
stating Incorporated 5th November 1861. Diamond Jubilee
1921 and listing the 1921 Council aldermen. The tablet
was unveiled by ex mayor William Henson.
The Diamond Jubilee celebrations coincided with the
opening and continued till 15 February when the
splendid dance floor in the main hall was christened.
TTiis hall became so popular it was used five nights a
week for concerts, speech days, meetings, but mostly
dances and balls. Many a couple met and courted in
this hall, and many young women made their debut
at the debutante balls. Marrickville Town Hall was
famous for its Strollers Dances until the 1950s (see
Phyllis McCorquodale's Ballroom Dancing 1920-1950
in Heritage 5). Council administration moved to
Petersham Town Hall in 1948 when Marrickville and
Petersham Councils amalgamated.
Richard Blair
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SUMMER TRIVIA ANSWERS
1) LIBERTY STREET
Liberty Street is the only known example of a street
where the numbers run in opposite directions. On
the western side (Stanmore) the low even numbers
start at the railway end, whereas on the eastern side
(Enmore) the low odd numbers start at the
Stanmore Road end. When and why this happened
is not clear but Sands Directories of the 1890s show
this pattern existed then. A likely explanation is
associated with Liberty Street being until 1948 the
boundary between Petersham and Newtown
Municipalities. It is perhaps unique in Sydney.
The May 1985 MHS newsletter describes how
Liberty Street got it's name. Toll-bars were
introduced in Governor Macquarie's time to raise
funds for the construction and maintenance of
roads. Newtown's first toll-bar was in King Street
near Forbes Street. The toll was threepence for a
one-horse dray and an additional threepence for
each extra horse.
This was quite
steep and
represented
approximately
1/20 of a day's
wage.
King Street toll-bar near Forbes Street
As the settlement of Cook's River grew, many
travellers attempted to evade the toll-bar by
travelling along Parramatta Road and up
Missenden Road or Australia Street, and then
along King Street. To prevent this evasion, a
second toll-bar was erected across King Street at
what is now Newtown Bridge. Liberty Street
acquired its name because it was used by persons
wanting to avoid the King Street toll-bars. Both
toll-bars were abolished in 1882.

Permanent Avenue [Earlwood]. No-one can recall a
garage on the Baby Health Centre site. Clarrie
Alexander, who managed the Dulwich Hill garage
for 10 years, maintains the Permanent Avenue and
Wardell Road garage was also owned by the Howard
family and was run by Lyall's brothers Bill, then Ian.
To cloud this Earlwood issue further, the 1932-33
Sands Directory indicates Howard & Son owned a
garage on the comer of Wardell and Riverview
Roads, Undercliffe, which is opposite the site of
the Permanent Avenue comer garage. John
Howard (bom 1939) was raised in William Street,
Earlwood and lived there till 1971 attending
Earlwood Public School, Canterbury Boys High
School, and the Earlwood Methodist Church for
which he played cricket. And yes, Clarrie affirms
our future prime minister dispensed petrol for
pocket money!
★

★

★

★

★

3) STANMORE FIRE STATION
The suggestion (by MHS wit Ian Phillips) that the
placing of fire stations near churches was
associated with the erstwhile/ire and brimstone
approach of some denominations is less convincing
than the explanation given by Fireman Bill Cox.
Bill claims the 1886 Stanmore (originally called
Marrickville) Fire Station was built opposite the
1871 All Saints Church because the church bells
could be mng to signal the sighting of a fire. Well,
it does make sense, although one would think by
the 1880s the fire brigade had its own alarms!

2) HOWARD'S GARAGE(S)
Everyone seems to know that the father of Prime
Minister John Howard owned a garage on the
comer of Wardell Road and Ewart Street, Dulwich
Hill. Les Fairbaim has known three generations of
Howards, whilst for Ian Phillips, who grew up in
Ewart Street, Howard's Garage was part of his
childhood. Others read about it in Cashman &
Meader's Marrickville (p48). Netta Nash recalls the
garage was owned by John's grandfather Walter
from the late 1920s and was called Howard & Sons.
Walter lived at 274 Wardell Road next door to the
(now demolished) Methodist Church and later in a
house opposite the garage on the south west
comer. John's father Lyall took over the business
but died on the night of his retirement in 1955. The
garage was finally sold by the Howard family in
1985 but is still there as a non petrol-selling station.
Madden & Muir in Earlwood's Past (p52) state John
Howard'sfather had a garage at the present site of the Baby
Health Centre and later at the comer of Wardell Road and
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Stanmore Fire Station with watchtower (early 1900s)
Stanmore Fire Station certainly had its own
watchtower near the Albert Street comer. This
photograph was taken early this century as the
original building was extended in 1900 and a sketch
done around 1914 does not show the tower.
Stanmore Fire Station had its centenary in 1986
only to close in 1991, at which time it was the
oldest, continually-occupied, permanent-manned
fire station in Australia. The recent acquisition of
the building by the Mastertouch Piano Roll Co.
(see December 1996 newsletter) is a classic
win/win situation. After the fire station closed it
was almost bought by McDonalds who decided
against it because of inadequate parking. The state
government, the NSW Fire Brigades and
Marrickville Council are to be commended for
their foresight in assuring the preservation of this
fine building in this manner.
Richard Blair, Editor
EEBRUARY 1997

M OGO & CAMPERDOWN CEMETERY
Our September 1996 newsletter asked about Mogo,
the Aborigine who was buried in Camperdown
Cemetery in 1850. Contributions have been made by:
1) Shirley Doolan - A Society of Australian
Genealogists index card indicates the only reference
so far to the living Mogo: "Mogo - an aboriginal of
Towel Creek on the Upper Macleay River died 1850."
2) Susan Pinson - Historic Camperdown refers to an
"Aborigine memorial to Mogo, Berry [sic]. Tommy
and Wandalina, who were amongst the first
aborigines to receive Christian burial" near "Cooee
Comer, cooee being a typical aboriginal word ...
meaning come here."
3) Andy Carr - In PW Gledhill's 1934 Plan and
Description of Some of the Historic Graves of
Camperdown Cemetery, NSW is a sketch indicating
the (then) site of Mogo's grave now marked by a
memorial plaque and tree near Lermox Street:
"Headstone to the memory of Mogo, an aboriginal,
who died in 1850. Grave covered with shells from
an aboriginal kitchen midden, at Pittwater".
Nearby was the "headstone over the grave of
William Perry, an aboriginal who died in Pitt
Street, Sydney, in 1849."
In Camperdown Cemetery Tmst: Prominent
Australians (1934) a photo of "Dr C Anderson
(President of the Anthropological Society) unveiling
on 22nd August, 1931, the monument over the
grave of the Aboriginal Mogo who died in 1850";
also mentions William Perry, Wandelina [sic], died
7th June, 1860 aged 18 years, and George Papas.
In Gledhill's A Stroll Through the Historic
Camperdown Cemetery NSW (1946) - a) "On
20th August, 1932, after the Dunbar Service, a
pilgrimage was made to the graves of the
aborigines Mogo and Perry when Mr Tom Foster,
an aboriginal, spoke, played a hymn on a gum-leaf
and planted a tree in memory of the aboriginals
laid to rest in the cemetery."
b) "A glance in a north-west direction reveals to us,
near the drinking fountain, a fine sandstone
obelisk erected by the Rangers' League in memory
of the aborigines buried in this churchyard, and
whose names appear on the monument, viz: Mogo,
Perry, Tommy and Wandalina." Nearby stood a
Norfolk Island pine which was planted by the
Rangers' League on 27 August 1943 "in memory of
the Aborigines".

SHRUBS AND TUBS GARDEN CENTRE
130-136 N ew C anterbury Road Petersham • Tel 9560 3884

LEICHHARDT GARDEN CENTRE
346-350 N orton St, Leichhardt (Lilyfield Rd end of N orton St) • Tel 9560 0 ^ 9

Old fashioned Climbers and Roses, Cottage Garden Plants, Camellias, Azaleas,
All Herbs, Terracotta Pots, Lattice. Everything to keep your garden healthy.

VOLUME 13 NUMBER 7

CONGRATULATIONS TO ...
... several MHS members who received awards at
Marrickville Coimcil's armual Spring Garden
Competition: Femcourt School, Dr. Elizabeth
Lloyd, our Patron Eve Sharpe and one of our
newest members Stephen Westgarth. Well done!
... Marrickville Council's General Manager Colin
Mills on his recent appointment to the Heritage
Council of New South Wales.
... MHS member Reverend David Smith, the
Anglican pugilist priest of Holy Trinity Church,
Dulwich Hill on being named Marrickville's
Citizen of the Year for his work in attracting young
people to attend his youth fitness centre. David
literally personifies that old hymn Fight the good
fight with all thy might.
... journal editor Mark Matheson who has been
contracted to edit the next four issues of the RAHS
quarterly magazine History. Anyone wanting to
make contributions, with a wider audience, to
History can phone/fax Mark on 9559 5502.

MHS NEWSLETTER NUMBER 137
Marrickville Heritage Society was formed in
April 1984 and the first newsletter appeared the
following June. This is Number 137. For the first
three years there were ten issues per year
running from June till May. 1987/88 produced
twelve newsletters, the twelfth being in June
1988. Since then there have been eleven a year
running from July to June.
Those responsible for the early newsletters
were Richard Cashman, Chrys Meader and
Anne Carolan (who all collaborated on the two
rather useful Marrickville books) and layout
was handled by Gregory Robertson now living
overseas. Some back newsletters are still
available. Has anyone all 137?

POT LUCK DINNER
The 1996 Pot Luck Dinner was held on Saturday
7 December at the Stanmore home of Joyce and
Paul Roy. Christmas is an excuse for many of us to
enter some of our most elegant homes, and this
was no exception. The food, wine and
conversation were excellent, whilst the design of
the kitchen, the detail on the front door and
numerous other architectural and decorative
details attracted much attention. Our hosts, of
course, expected this scrutiny by Society
members! Having said that, who will be brave
enough to volunteer their house for the 1997 Pot
Luck Dinner?
Angela Fhippen
FEBRUARY 1997

r .CALENDAR OF MHS EVENTS
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 22 10.30 am
Local Historian Judith Dunn Talesfrom the
Cemetery - getting it right by reading the clues.
Details on front page
SATURDAY MARCH 22
Coach trip to Hunters Hill with Ted Green
(ring Ted 9958 8980 for information
or bookings)

ANOTHER MARRICKVILLE
HORSE TROUGH!
Yes it's true, but alas, it's not in Marrickville. We
owe this sighting to MHS member Susan Pinson
who spotted this horse trough at St Ives
Showground with the inscription Richard Taylor
Ltd Marrickville. Richard Taylor Ltd.
manufactured concrete ware at 48-72 Edinburgh
Road, Marrickville.

SATURDAY APRIL 26 10.30 am
Talk by Archaeology & Heritage Consultant
Noeleen Curran
SATURDAY MAY 24
Camden Park & Belgenny Farm
SATURDAY JUNE 28
^^n n u al General Meeting

AGENDA 21
Marrickville's Agenda 21, an environment strategy
from now into the 21st Century grew out of the
adoption of Agenda 21 by over 178 countries at the
1992 United Nations Earth Summit held in Rio and
Marrickville Council's 1995 Environmental Report.
The environmental issues were identified and
included in the Draft Strategy in conjunction with
organisations and individuals in the Marrickville
area. MHS had input into one of the six focus
groups that looked at planning and ecologically
sustainable development; water and air supply;
biological diversity; waste reduction;
environmental health; and community education.
Short and long term environmental actions will be
included in Council's Management Plan.
We face changes necessary for our cultural survival
and decisions will be made without our full
knowledge of the consequences of these decisions.
Life on Earth has always been a balancing act and
will remain so. Contact Stefanie Pillora, Manager
Environmental Services 9335 2198 for further
information.
Shirley Hilyard

1996/97 HERITAGE GRANTS
Under the 1996/97 Heritage Assistance Program
The Heritage Council of NSW made three grants to
Marrickville Council: 1) $3000 to prepare a multi
language heritage promotion booklet on
Marrickville; 2) $2500 for Heritage Short Course;
3) $5000 for Heritage Study Review (a LGA Wide
Heritage Study Project).
The $50,000 grant to St Clements Anglican Church,
Marrickville for restoration of the spire was also
made under this program.

Richard Taylor Ltd Marrickville horse trough at
St Ives Showground (photo: Richard Blair)
According to the History of the Municipality of
Marrickville to Commemorate the 75th Anniversary
1861-1936 the firm, established by Richard Taylor
of Melbourne in 1912, but no longer there, claimed
to be the oldest and largest private concrete pipe
and culvert works in NSW.
RICHARD TAYLOR
The firm's slogan was a good
LIMITED
article and expeditious delivery,
Concrete Pipe and
coupled with fair dealing.
Culvert Worifei
48-72 EDINBURGH ROAD,
Because of its location the
MARRICKVILLE
Snives trough no doubt still
'Phone: L2729
gets equine use, unlike most
surviving urban street
MaktTf of:
relics.
And the 64 dollar
PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS,
FLAP VALVES, BOX CUL
question: is this the only
VERTS, INVERTS, COVERS,
extant Taylor trough?
GUTTER BRIDGES, HORSE
AND DOG T R O U G H S ,
PARK SEATS.

Richard Blair

HOW TO JOIN THE SOCIETY
Membership is $8 for concession, $14 for
individuals & joint concession, and $20 for
households & organisations. Subscriptions
renewable in July.
Members receive monthly newsletter and the
journal Heritage. Meetings/outings on the
fourth Saturday of each month.
Write to PO Box 415 Marrickville 2204
or ring Harold 9569 5183

INFOLINE Ian 9558 2682
HERITAGE WATCH John 9550 6447
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Richard 9557 3823
MHS newsletter is printed by
Harlow Printing tel 9559 5660 fax 9558 6569
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