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HAVE A GREAT OLYMPICS!
The Olympic Torch Relay will pass through the
inner western and eastern suburbs of Sydney on
Thursday 14 September. It will take 74 minutes to
pass through the Marrickville LGA from 7.48 am,
so be out early to see it pass along a road near you
(details in local papers).
Whilst some (perhaps suffering from Olympic
Fatigue Syndrome) will have fled the city, and
others may have little or no interest in the sporting
events, we trust everyone appreciates the colour
and atmosphere of Sydney with the biggest
invasion of international visitors ever in our
midst. Apart from the sports there is an array of
culture and entertainment on offer through the
Olympic Arts Festival. May all members enjoy the
Olympic festivities!
HOW TO JOIN
MARRICKVILLE HERITAGE SOCIETY
Ring Diane 9588 4930 for information or a
brochure, or simply send a cheque or money
order with name/s, address & phone number to
Marrickville Heritage Society PO Box 415
Marrickville 1475. Annual membership including
GST only $10 concession $16 individuals or joint
concession and $22 households or organisations.
Outstanding fees are overdue.

SERENDIPIDOUS FIND IN TEMPE
The recent announcement of the discovery of the
intact remains of an early 19th century timber slab
cottage inside an unremarkable house in Barden
Street Tempe is a happy reminder that our
historical past is not just remote government
buildings or private mansions.
The owner of the house was doing renovations
when he discovered the timber slab walls, pit sawn
timber floor boards and she-oak shingled roof
under aluminium siding, corrugated sheet roofing
and plasterboard. Some initial scepticism by the
Heritage Office was dispelled when an officer
visited the house and confirmed that the house
dated from 1830 to 1840. The proud owner has
done extensive research in the Mitchell Library and
the Land Titles Office to show that the cottage was
probably built by Alexander Brodie Spark, the
owner and builder of Tempe House.
The house will soon be included on the State
Heritage Register so any major changes will
require joint approval by Marrickville Council and
the Heritage Council. The owner kindly gave a trio
of executive committee members a guided tour of
his house. As he is soon moving to the country, we
wish him luck in finding a sympathetic new owner
for his fantastic find.
Scott MacArthur

1920 St Peters street urchins cricket team. Standingfrom left: F Harding, L Saunders, C Hoppitt, Les Hoppitt (behind
stumps, father of Laurel Horton), R Saunders, H McGeorge, R Cook; sitting B Ducker, W Ducker, Harry Hoppitt, B
Durant (photo courtesy Laurel Horton & Marrickville Library Local Studies Collection)_______________
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OUR LAST MEETING
POLITICIANS, TRANSPORT &
THE GARDEN PALACE
Our Saturday meeting on 26 August was regaled
with tales unearthed by local historian and writer
Dr Lesley Muir. Seldom are stories of political
intrigue, scandal and shady deals so amusingly
delivered. So, what connection exists between
Sydney's transport system and the long vanished
and lamented Garden Palace?
1870 Sydney was fast expanding and although a
wide railway network was planned, the process was
subject to political interference. Most politicians in
Victorian times were unpaid and relied upon
independent financing - inevitably political favours
were granted in return. Subdivision of land was
widespread, railway stations were conveniently
established near subdivisions or residences of high
profile businessmen and politicians, and horsedrawn buses owned by an influential businessman
were the only transport system servicing the main
city area. Public outcry was ignored and solutions
were thwarted, but cartoonists of the time had a
field day!
In 1879 Sydney proposed an International
Exhibition. MHS President Peter Cousens told us
that the International Exhibition Centre, the
Garden Palace, was commissioned and built in
eight months. Designed by James Barnet, this
spectacular building of timber, corrugated iron and
glass on brick foundations had a footprint of 40,000
square feet, fountains, dome, internal and external
gardens. At 6.15 am on 22 September 1882 flames
billowed from the Garden Palace .. . by 9 am it was
in ashes. Its basement was the archival store for the
Railways and Lands Department documents and
contracts, all of which were totally destroyed.
The Pioneers Memorial Garden on the site of the
Garden Palace reminds us of its brief existence. We
thank both Lesley and Peter for their entertaining
and informative talks and look forward to their
respective publications.
Lorraine Beach
SAINT STEPHANOS CHURCH
HURLSTONE PARK
Have you seen the renovated Greek Orthodox
Church at 650 New Canterbury Road Hurlstone
Park? It was consecrated on 9 May 1999 having
been on this site since 1983, indicative of the
significant local Greek population. This fine
looking church has undergone extensive renovation
and great pains have been taken to blend the Greek
style of architecture in with the existing 1920s
building. The interior is also beautiful.
Saint Stephanos was previously St Stephens
Anglican Church whose foundation stone was laid
in 1924. St Stephens was a branch of Holy Trinity
Church, Dulwich Hill whose rector was the Rev.
George (later Bishop) Chambers, founder of Trinity
College, Summer Hill. Alongside is the original
weatherboard church, relocated from nearby
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Clargo Street, Dulwich Hill. The 1930 rectory is
now a child care centre.
Dwindling parish numbers caused St Stephens to
close in 1982, but the Greek Orthodox Church
retained the name in Grecian form. Recently
Canterbury Council restored the World War One
honour board now displayed in the church.
HERITAGE THE JOURNAL
Newer members may not be aware that back copies
of Heritage, the MHS journal, are still available. A
complete set (1-10) is $90; individual journals $10
each, though some are unavailable, except in a set.
Heritage 1 was published in 1984 when the Society
was established and Heritage 2 came out in 1985.
After selling out, they were combined and reissued
in a revised format in 1992. Heritage 1/ 2 is only $8
(postage $2.50 extra). Index for Journals 1-7 free.
Complete journal contents lists are available on
request, but the newsletter will publicise further
journal contents from time to time. Ring
Diane 9588 4930 for a copy. Contents of Heritage 1/2
(author's name in brackets):
Heritage 1: Early land grants in Marrickville
(Richard Cashman), 'Up the street' or 'down the
street' - Shopping locally (Barbara Little), Fowler
Potteries 1837-1975 Pt I (Gary Nicholls), Cemeteries
of Marrickville [Camperdown &Petersham] (Chrys
Meader), Mapping the history of St Peters and
Tempe (Bob Thompson), The Gannons of Tempe
Part I (Anne Carolan).
Heritage 2: A trip to Marrick, North Yorkshire
(Richard Cashman), Petersham Stanmore Dulwich
Hill Marrickville: What's in a name? (Barbara
Little), Pubs (Chrys Meader), Jean Moncur of
Moncur Street (Richard Cashman & Chrys Meader),
By Tranquil Waters and Cooks River (Joanna
Mendelssohn), Petersham Estate and its
subdivisions (Chrys Meader), Early history of
Stanmore (Tony Prescott), Bayview House Tempe
(Robert Thompson), Mourning Victory: history of
Winged Victory (Gregory Robertson), St Peters
Church Cooks River (Laurel Richardson), The
Gannons of Tempe Pt II (Anne Carolan), Memories
of Fort Street [the street] Petersham (Eleanor Nixon),
Fowler's Pottery 1837-1935 Pt II: Pottery at Fitzroy
Street Marrickville 1914-1975 (Gary Nicholls).

SPRING TRIVIA QUESTIONS
a) Who carried the 1956 Olympic Torch down
Parramatta Road through Marrickville
municipality on its way to Melbourne?
b) Do you know of any Olympians who have lived
in Marrickville LGA?
(Ring Richard 9557 3823)
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TO A MERMAID
In 1913, a year after swimmer Fanny Durack
became Australia's first Olympic Gold Medallist in
the 1912 Stockholm Games, her compatriot Armette
Kellermarm (who like Fanny had a close association
with the Marrickville area) was reported touring
the vaudeville theatres in England and drawing a
salary of £400 a week - a huge sum back then! A
versifier with the Sydney Mail (23 July 1913) was
moved to write To a Mermaid.
Would I were you. Miss Kellermarm
Four hundred weekly earning!
Some managers we hear of can
Be so discerning.
Would that some such of my great worth
Showed half that cute appraisement!
Appreciation's dismal dearth
Causes amazement.
Would I were you. Miss Kellermarm
But that can't be, my dear maid!
For no mere man, alas, e'er can
Become a mer(e)maid!

(This Cathy Wilcox cartoon provided by member
Pamela Stewart appeared in Sydney Morning Herald
shortly after Juan Antonio’s immortal announcement
on 24/9/93)

H O W IT ALL WORKS
(According to Leo Schofield in his 6 August 2000
Sunday Telegraph column, though in fairness,
some councils facilitate consultation with residents)
"Here's how most developers work. First, they get
their hands on a site. Then, fully aware of all
restrictions, they submit a plan that's way over the
odds. Then they begin a bargaining process with
the local consent authorities. This is optimistically
called "consultation". If they can't bully their way
to a result close to their excessive demands, they
simply haul the hapless council off to court."
"At no point are the residents on whom their
developments impact, consulted. It's a ridiculous
situation, entirely greed-driven. No wonder it's
difficult to name a single development firm that
gives a toss about the city they're so busy
stuffing up."
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HERITAGE WATCH
Newington College The Society again addressed
Council's Development & Environmental Services
Committee about the adverse impacts the proposed
Music Room extension will have on the heritage
building and environs of Newington College. The
committee however voted to pass the proposal,
despite a motion by a minority of councillors
questioning the lack of disabled access to the new
facility. Hopefully the college will abide by the
amended approval conditions requiring the college
to prepare a Conservation Management Plan for
the historic Founders Hall.
Tempe House The Society has formally responded
to Rockdale Council's LEP and DCP for Tempe
House and environs. The Society attacked the
intensity of the development around Tempe House
and its insensitivity to the heritage values of the
House and its grounds. The developer is currently
negotiating with the Heritage Council about ways
the development could be modified to obtain
endorsement of the proposal.
Camperdown Cemetery hollowing separate site
meetings with Greg Hammond Chair of the
Camperdown Cemetery Trust and Doug Benson,
Senior Plant Ecologist, Royal Botanic Gardens,
Danie Ondinea is organising a meeting with all
parties interested in initiating a Camperdown
Cemetery Kangaroo Grassland restoration project.
The meeting aims to discuss level of support for the
project, required funding for the protection and
restoration of the grassland over a five year period,
and to pay for an experienced community bush
regeneration co-ordinator to organise and supervise
the community action.
Weekley Park Heritage Watch committee
convenor Scott MacArthur met on site with
Council's new Parks &Reserves Manager Carl
Malmberg and a Stanmore resident who has been
lobbying Council about the debased condition of
the park. It was evident that the combination of
reduced maintenance and intensive use by the
adjacent school was rapidly destroying the park.
Carl will approach the school to address the staff
and students about appropriate use of the park and
will monitor the effect of this with regular
inspections. He will also investigate if there were
any conditions in relation to park maintenance
associated with Council approval of the school's
most recent building extensions. (Historic Trail
Plaque #11 at Clarendon Street entrance indicates
"it was donated as public land by the Johnston
family of Annandale House about 1905. It was later
named in honour of John HA Weekley, Mayor of
Petersham 1916,1917,1918 and 1926.")
McDonalds, Stanmore has withdrawn its
current DA following legal advice that it would
be illegal to build a road over Johnston's Creek.
Whilst McDonalds claims to be sensitive to
resident concerns, it is expected this is not the
end of the matter.
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CALENDAR OF MRS EVENTS
SEPTEMBER

Due to Olympics the usual fourth Saturday
meeting substituted with tour of State of the
Waratah exhibition on 10 September as per
August newsletter - SH Ervin Gallery National
Trust Centre Observatory Hill till 8 October.
SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER

Bushplants of the Cooks River Valley talk by
Doug Benson (am) & walking tour with
Danie Ondinea (pm)
SATURDAY 25 NOVEMBER

Show and Tell

EVE SHARPE RESERVE TO OPEN
MHS members and friends are invifed to attend the
opening of fhe Eve Sharpe Reserve Liberfy Sfreef
Sfanmore (between Cavendish and Cambridge
Streets) 2 pm Saturday 14 October. In honour of the
distinguished late Eve Sharpe (pictured below in
1970s) Marrickville Council alderman and
foundation member and Patron of MHS, council is
organising a function befitting her memory wifh
speeches, a palm courf orchestra and afternoon tea.
Eor catering purposes please advise Chris Pont
9335 2203 from 12 Sepfember if you wish to attend.

Following Eve's death on 19 May 1999 and in the
wake of a proposal puf to Council it was decided
that this reserve, near Eve's last residence, would
honour her memory, and the name was approved
by the Geographical Names Board. An obituary
appeared in the June 1999 newsletter and an article
All About Eve: A tribute to our Patron, Eve Sharpe by
Shirley Hilyard featured in Heritage 6 (1990).
PARK WATCH: THE GRAHAM GREEN
Nothing to do with the famous aufhor, this is one
of the LGA's newest and less known reserves.
Marrickville Council's latest Guide to Parks &
Recreation Areas calls it Dulwich Hill School
Playing Field whilst a sign reveals it is named for
"Bob Graham Principal 1987-1996. In recognition
of his contribution to the school community".
Though owned by the school, the area is subject to
a joint-use agreement with Council and thus open
to the public. When the school acquired this land is
unclear, but several houses in Barnsbury Grove
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were eliminated and Fairfowl Street severed to
accommodate the park. The reserve reveals Ruiton
an attractive cottage at 10 Barnsbury Grove.
MHS MEMBERS QUESTIONNAIRE
My thanks to the 144 MHS members who responded
to the questionnaire sent to all members with the
June newsletter. This is almost 40% of members,
noting that many two-member households sent only
one response. Most members joined the Society out
of inferest in fhe herifage of their local area while
many older members said they grew up in the area
or had lived here for many years.
Most respondents stated they were pleased with
the way the Society was functioning, however there
was some demand for other functions times. The
committee will be taking note of the various
suggestions offered for outings and functions, and
wHle it is not possible to act on all of them, we will
try to programme in alternate function times and to
act on many of the outings and speakers suggested.
As several members requested more social
activities a special interest social group is being
established. Our November meeting will be a
relaxed informal social gathering particularly to
welcome newer members. Any ideas for this
occasion would be appreciated and don't forget
our regular Pot Luck end-of-year dinner.
In response to a strong interest in weekend coach
trips, the committee is planning a weekend
(Friday-Sunday) coach trip, perhaps to the Orange
or Mudgee area next April or May. A special thank
you to those who volunteered to contribute to our
publications or be actively involved with some of
the special interest groups. Lists have been
compiled and given to the group leaders.
Volunteers will be contacted in the near future.
Like any group Marrickville Heritage Society is
dependant on the active participation of ifs members
in order to remain relevant to their interests and to
provide a worthwhile service as a heritage watch to
the community at large. It is vital that we provide
both interesting activities for our membership and
an opportunity for members to become involved in
any of the Society's activities if we are to remain
vibrant. We are all interested in heritage and the
Marrickville Council area is a particularly rich and
diverse environment. Let's all work today - to retain
those special things that define and distinguish our
community's environment - for tomorrow.
Peter Cousens, MHS President

We are assured that Arcadia Waters Council as
depicted recently on the satirical ABC TV series
Grass Roots reflects no particular council, though it
probably resembles many. In the current climate of
'develop at all cost', the conclusion was brilliant, if
somewhat fanciful!
PRESIDENT Peter 9550 3809
MEMBERSHIP Diane 9588 4930
HERITAGE WATCH Scott 9559 5736
NEWSLETTER Richard 9557 3823
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