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OUR NEXT MEETING 
Tour of St Andrew’s College, 
University of Sydney with Dr Ian Jack 
Saturday 25 July 9.45 for 10 am 

The first suite of buildings for a residential University 
College under Presbyterian auspices was opened in 
1876 for seven students. Offering a theological hall for 
candidates for the Presbyterian ministry as well as a 
congenial environment for undergraduates, the Col-
lege grew and expanded its buildings on its ten-acre 
site, using a series of distinguished architects, William 
Munro, Sir John Sulman, JS Adam, Emil Sodersten, 
Leslie Wilkinson and Hector Abrahams. The interiors 
of the 1874-77 building are important examples of the 
work of Lyon and Cottier. The layout of the grounds 
still reflects the work of Charles Moore, the nineteenth
-century director of the Royal Botanic Gardens. 

The tour will be conducted by Dr Ian Jack, the Senior 
Fellow and Archivist of the College, who is also  
President of the Royal Australian Historical Society. 
Dr Jack, formerly of the Department of History at the 
University of Sydney, was for six years a member of 
the Heritage Council of New South Wales. 

Meet in the foyer of the main building, approached 
via the pedestrian entry in the gateway through the 
new building on Carillon Avenue (near Missenden 
Rd) Camperdown. Walk to be preceded by morning 
tea on arrival and introductory talk on history of the 
college and buildings. Cost $15 (pay on day) will 
include morning tea. Numbers limited; bookings 
essential with preference to MHS members: ring 
Richard 9557 3823. Please advise if cancelling. 

OUR LAST MEETING: AGM 
WHO’S WHO ON THE COMMITTEE 
 

In the absence of our president, vice president  
Richard Blair welcomed members to the Society‟s 
25th Annual General Meeting on Saturday 27 June at 
Herb Greedy Hall, Marrickville. Vice president Lor-
raine Beach read Scott MacArthur’s combined Presi-
dent‟s annual and Heritage Watch report (see back 
page); treasurer Stuart Grigg presented the treasur-
er‟s report; essay competition convenor Keith Sutton 
gave the essay competition publication report; and 
newsletter editor Richard Blair presented the news-
letter report. 
 

After questions to the reports, Returning Officer 
Graeme Napier declared all positions vacant. Elected 
were: president, Richard Blair; vice presidents, Lor-
raine Beach and Robert Hutchinson; treasurer, Di-
ane McCarthy; secretary, Vivien Wherry; assistant 
secretary, Di Beckett; committee members, Carole 
Adams, Colin Hesse, Sonia Laverty, Scott  
MacArthur, Sue Miller and Ian Phillips. We  
welcome Carole, Colin and Diane to the committee. 
Diane McCarthy also continues as Public Officer. 
 

Stepping down from the committee was Stuart 
Grigg, who, except for 2004-05, had been treasurer 
since 2002. With over 400 MHS members, Stuart has 
done a sterling job over this time and his affable  
manner has been appreciated both by the committee 
and general members. Stuart and „Tricia will continue 
as newsletter runners. 
 

After the formalities we had lunch consisting of lentil 
and vegetable soup (made by Di Beckett), pumpkin 
soup (Lorraine Beach) and paté (Robert Hutchinson) 
with bread. Robert‟s fruit cake disappeared without a 
trace. Thanks to everyone who helped. 
                 Richard Blair 

HOW TO JOIN THE SOCIETY 
 

Send a cheque or money order made out to Marrick-
ville Heritage Society with your name(s), address, 
phone number(s) and email. Address is below. Ring 
Diane 9588 4930 for a brochure or further infor-
mation. Membership includes monthly newsletter 
and monthly talk or outing. Concession $12, individu-
al or joint concession $20, household or organisation 
$28. Membership valid until the end of May 2010. 

Whilst the Society awaits clarification from Council 
regarding issues raised in our June newsletter, a 
Council sign in the foyer of Marrickville Town Hall  

states that “it is anticipated that the Winged Victory 
will again be returned to its rightful place in 2010.” 

The NSW government has recently made important 
changes to the state legislation that manages herit-
age and planning generally: report on page 2. 

SAVE ENMORE SCHOOL 
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PROS & CONS IN NEW HERITAGE LAWS 
 

The NSW government has recently made im-
portant changes to the state legislation that manag-
es heritage (and planning generally) in our LGA. 
 

Heritage Act 
 

The State Government has made changes to the  
Heritage Act that broadly give more power to the 
Minister to list and delist buildings, while taking into 
account the financial „burden‟ of owning a heritage 
property. New appeal mechanisms have been  
introduced to allow reluctant property owners to  
challenge a proposed or existing heritage listing. In 
broad terms, this will make it harder to get proper-
ties heritage-listed, and easier to get them unlisted,  
especially if you have the ear of the Minister. 
 

Codes SEPP 
 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and 
Complying Development Codes) 2008 (the Codes 
SEPP for short) is a state planning policy which came 
into force on 27 February 2009. The intention of this 
Policy is to enable a broad range of new homes and 
home renovations to be approved in only 10 days, 
without the need for any DA or council involvement 
at all. The reforms aim to slash red tape, provide  
certainty to landowners, encourage investment in new 
or renovated homes, and to free up council resources. 
 

The new codes (contained within the State  
Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying 
Development Codes) 2008 (SEPP) and the NSW Housing 
Code – Guide to Complying Development for Detached 
Housing) define what are „exempt‟ and „complying‟  
development, and provide a set of arguably simplistic 
design criteria for „complying development‟ such as 
allowable heights, building setbacks, car parking and 
landscaped areas. 
 

Exempt Development is where, subject to satisfying 
pre-specified standards, there is no need for planning 
or construction approval to be obtained. The new state 
wide Exempt Development provisions for minor 
works (aerials, awnings, carports, balconies, etc) seem 
less contentious as they appear to rationalise the  
existing lists of eligible works that varied confusingly 
between Councils. 
 

However, the Codes SEPP will enable the following 
developments to be „complying‟ if they meet the pre-
determined standards: 
 

 Demolition of an existing dwelling house and  
       ancillary development; and  
 Construction of single and two storey detached 

dwellings; and 

 Construction of residential ancillary development 
(access ramp, awning, blind or canopy, balcony, 
deck, patio, pergola, terrace or verandah that is 
attached to a dwelling house, carport that is  

        attached to a dwelling house, driveway, pathway 
        or paving, fence or screen, garage that is attached  
        to a dwelling house, outbuilding, rainwater tank  
        that is attached to a dwelling house, retaining  
        wall, swimming pool or spa pool and child- 
        resistant barrier). 
 

Only certain lot types are covered by the Codes SEPP 
(at the moment) — a minimum area of 450 square  
metres and minimum lot width to the primary street  

frontage of 12 metres. Properties that are listed (or 
draft) heritage items or in listed (or draft) conservation 
areas are not covered by the Codes SEPP. 
 

Once a property has been determined to be suitable 
for a Complying Development, applicants can bypass 
the DA process, with all its checks and balances, and 
neighbour notification requirements, and take their 
design directly to a private certifier (or to the council, 
if they wish), who must then adopt a „tick the box‟ 
type check on whether the design meets the preset 
criteria within the Code. If it does, a certificate of  
approval must be issued within 10 days.  
 

Importantly, there will be no discretion or subjectivity 
allowed in the decision. The assessment is purely a 
factual assessment of whether the design meets the 
preset criteria. The government wants this process to 
stop Councils typically taking several months or more 
to assess whether a DA is acceptable (the average time 
in metropolitan NSW is 121 days). The government is 
also preventing neighbours from having any right or 
opportunity to object to the application — they will be 
notified after the approval is issued. 
 

Marrickville Council has estimated that less than 1000 
lots will be potentially able to carry out Complying 
Development in the Marrickville LGA, as they fall 
within the nominated lot size and width. This could 
still be up to 20% of the residential properties, by area, 
in the LGA. Council has been advised by the  
Government that codes for smaller lots will follow 
later this year. 
 

Planners and practitioners around the state have 
found various „problems‟ and oversights with the 
Codes SEPP, including inadequate or no consideration 
of impacts from aircraft noise, trees, concurrence  
requirements with other authorities, the removal of 
external fabric from period housing and provision for 
solar access that have been reported to the Govern-
ment, as part of the „Local Variations Process‟. The 
Government has created this mechanism to establish 
agreed additional local exclusion provisions for  
special zones, that would still require conventional 
Council assessment and consent of developments. 
 

However, as the Government is aiming to achieve a 
situation in NSW where within four years, 50% of all 
housing and renovation approvals will be approved 
under the Code, rather than through a Council DA 
assessment process, the number and extent of these 
Local Exclusions is likely to be minimal. Moreover, the 
Government has indicated clearly that it will continue 
to revise the Code (perhaps biannually) to ensure that 
this 50% target is met. This means that if the new 
Code is not effective at enabling homeowners to avoid 
the DA process, the Code will likely be amended to be 
more generous to landowners/developers. 
 

Marrickville‟s fairly extensive draft and listed  
heritage conservation areas mean that an important  
proportion of our „period‟ building stock is currently 
excluded from the Codes SEPP. However, when the 
new LEP is enacted in the near future, it is widely 
assumed that the new conservation areas will be 
much reduced in size, with the risk that many histor-
ic and period buildings will be unsympathetically 
redeveloped, or bulldozed. Unfortunately, we will 
all have just two days notice. 
           Scott MacArthur 
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Cooks River Valley Association — 
Keeping an eye on the river 
 

If you walk along Cooks River you may sometimes 
notice a really bad odour, an oil slick, a large frothy 
scum, an unusual discharge from a drain, a sick  
pelican or even a dead fish or two. The Cooks River 
Valley Association (CRVA) relies on regular visitors to 
stay abreast of the state of the river. In November 2008 

we received dozens 
of reports about 
hundreds of dead 
fish in the river. As a 
result we were able 
to follow up with 
relevant agencies to 
identify the storm-
water drain that  
discharged the toxic 
waste that killed the 
fish. We now  

monitor that drain regularly. This is one of the ways 
the CRVA works to promote improvements in the 
health of Cooks River and its catchment. When you 
walk along the river you can see oil slicks or floating 
rubbish, but you cannot really tell how much oxygen 
or phosphate the river contains or whether it is  
polluted with faecal matter. 
 

So in November 2007, the 
CRVA formed a small 
group of volunteers to 
make measurements of 
critical water quality  
factors. Training, test 
equipment and ongoing 
support are provided 
through Sydney Water‟s 
Streamwatch Program. 
Using poles dipped into 
the river and bottles, we 
take water samples at 
Cooks River sites between 
Canterbury Road and 
Tempe. Then it‟s back 
home to our portable la-
boratory for testing. We 
compare our results with 
Government guidelines. For example, the healthy 
guideline range for dissolved oxygen (expressed as a 
percentage of the saturated value at a given tempera-
ture) is 85-110%. We often get results outside this 
range. Our faecal coliform values are highly variable 
and depend partly on weather and sewerage perfor-
mance. Results frequently exceed secondary human 
contact levels (i.e. maximum for boating and fishing). 
 

Results are submitted to Sydney Water for publication 
on the Streamwatch website. We also use the data for: 
a) preparing trend analyses to identify improvements 
in water quality at sites; b) reporting to councils; and 
c) notifying pollution events to councils, Dept of  
Environment & Climate Change and Sydney Water. 
 

For further information or to get involved without 
mucking about with the river or with chemicals, you 
can become a ’Cooks Eye’, whereby you can advise 
either CRVA on <info@crva.org.au> or Water Quality 
Coordinator, Gayle Adams on 9569 5996 of anything 
unusual, particularly potential pollution events. 
     Gayle Adams (also a MHS member) 

WINTER TRIVIA QUESTION 
 

I am Australian born. I taught in various schools in 
the Marrickville LGA and lived in Newtown. I had a 
distinguished university career in the sciences,  
became a biology lecturer, led a research expedition  
in southern waters, had many scientific papers  
published and received an MBE. One of my children 
became well known in the motion picture industry. 
Who am I? Ring Richard 9557 3823 or email Society 
(see bottom back page). 

Robert Parkinson’s essay on the Marrickville Munici-
pal Symphony Orchestra (1930-1953) is being published 
by The Studio, Quarterly Journal of the Music Teach-
ers' Association of NSW. So far February and May 
2009 have published two sections and, presumably, 
the final part will appear in August.    The editor of 
that journal has commented that the essay gives a 
fascinating account of the orchestra's role in Sydney's 
musical life, and members should recognise the 
names of well known musical identities. 
 

Robert‟s essay received a Highly Commended Certifi-
cate in the Society‟s Essay Competition last year. As 
reported by Keith Sutton at the AGM (report to be in 
August newsletter), the publication containing the 
essays is in preparation.  

Rebecca Whitehall tests chemicals 
(photos by Gayle Adams) 

LETTER TO MARRICKVILLE COUNCIL 
 

(this letter was formally emailed to Marrickville 
Council in early July 2009)  
 

Marrickville Heritage Society appears to be no longer 
receiving notifications of Development Applications 
(DAs) in Draft Heritage Conservation Areas or for 
heritage items. This first became apparent last year 
when we were not notified of the 49 Carrington Road 
Marrickville (former Pye factory) DA. The last notifi-
cation we received was for DA200900137: 7-13 Wood-
court Street Marrickville around April of this year. 
 

I understand that Cr Peter Olive has made an inquiry 
about this (specifically in relation to Carrington Road) 
and was advised by a council officer that there is no 
requirement for Council to notify the Society of DAs.  
 

By convention and then by Council motion, MHS has 
been notified of DAs for heritage items for well over a 
decade. Following the demolition of Prospect Villa in 
Petersham in 2002, a motion was passed by Council 
on 17 September 2002, confirming that MHS was to be 
notified of DAs in Draft Heritage Conservation Areas 
and for heritage items. I expect that this arrangement 
should continue, regardless of the EP&A Act and 
Codes SEPP changes, unless an overturning motion 
has subsequently been passed by Council that we are 
not aware of. 
 

Your early response would be appreciated. 
            Scott MacArthur 

At the AGM many Society members signed petitions 
to save Enmore School and the Australiana Pioneer 
Village at Wilberforce (visited last year by MHS), 
both under threat from sale. In each case there has 
been strong community opposition with convincing 
arguments to the save the sites. 

mailto:info@crva.org.au
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     CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

    Saturday 25 July 
    A walking tour of St Andrew’s College 
    Camperdown with Dr Ian Jack 
    Details on front page 
 

    Saturday 22 August 
    Dr John Pickard on Australian rural fences  
 

    Saturday 26 September 
    Coach trip to Wallsend and environs 
 

    Saturday 24 October 
    David Levell on his book Tour to Hell 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2008-09 
 

Please forgive my not being able to attend the AGM 
today. I had to be in Adelaide. At the end of my third 
year as President, I would like to thank all members of 
the current executive committee who have helped 
keep the Society on track in a busy and challenging 
year. A special thanks goes to Vivien Wherry who 
successfully undertook the role of Secretary soon after 
she joined the Committee. Early in the duration of this 
committee Mark Matheson and Beau Winter  
resigned; Beau reluctantly, when he realised that his 
other commitments would prevent him from really 
participating — we hope he can rejoin the committee 
one day. Mark, who also resigned as Journal editor, 
contributed enormously to the Society over the years 
and we wish him luck in his new ventures. 
 

We celebrated our 25th Anniversary with a grand  
affair at the Petersham Bowling Club, that was  
attended by over 70 members, including our Life 
Members Shirley Hilyard, Chrys Meader and  
Margaret Sinclair, and nine of the Society‟s  
presidents. It was a wonderfully relaxed and happy 
occasion that says so much about why our Society has 
grown and prospered, when others have foundered. 
 

It has been an interesting year with terrific excursions 
and walks, the most outstanding of which was the 
Braidwood weekend. I'm sure that anyone who has 
talked to the people who went on the tour, or even 
just viewed the great photo display that Lorraine 
Beach put together, would see what a fantastic  
experience it was. I also particularly enjoyed taking 
people for a walk around Tempe Estate. The visit was 
made particularly special when a descendant of the 
Spark family and a former 'resident' of the nuns sat 
down together in the Cooks River Rowers Club for 
lunch after the tour and discovered the ancestors they 
had in common. 
 

We were also favoured with some fantastic talks this 
past year. I think the one that meant most to people 
was our Anzac Day talk from Barrie Dyster. He dealt 
very skilfully with the challenge of objectively  
examining the sensitive issue of how different  
cultures, and even people within those cultures, were 
commemorating sacrifice and valour, and sometimes 
celebrating or vilifying war itself. The recollections of 
our members about how their own families coped 
with the traumas of war, and the memories of war, 
were particularly moving.  Our Pot Luck Xmas Dinner 
was a wonderful evening back at Bob Hayes’s  
beautiful house in Tempe. 

The Marrickville Medal was again a great success for 
the quality and breadth of entries. The Medal judging 
and attending Council's Heritage Promotion Commit-
tee were great opportunities to mix with Council offic-
ers and Councillors, and to do a bit of quiet snooping 
about what the future holds for Marrickville. 
 

The Society has had mixed success in lobbying  
Council over developments in the LGA. The latest 
heritage review for the new LEP is proceeding, with-
out, so far, any community consultation. Council's 
decisions on their own properties are generally fairly 
poor. The Society, and many local residents, made 
strong objections to Council's plans to redevelop their 
pool in Enmore Park, and the final design is a consid-
erable improvement. Councillors voted to demolish 
the old brick retaining wall at Henson Park rather 
than repair it, and decided to extend its Petersham car 
park by demolishing an old warehouse. 
 

The state government changes to the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act will mean that more 
residential developments will happen in our LGA 
with no input from us, neighbours or Council. The 
existing arrangement where Council notifies us of 
DAs for heritage items and conservation areas seems 
to have been terminated as part of the changes to the 
Act, so our heritage watch activities will be even more 
dependent on the vigilance of our members. 
 

Finally, it seems likely that I will be moving out of 
Sydney for the next year with work, and with  
enormous regret, will not stand for the committee or 
for President this time. I have enjoyed my time on the 
committee and as President. When I return, I will offer 
my services however the Society believes I can be use-
ful: MHS is a Society that anybody would be proud to 
be part of. I have made many friends in my years on 
the committee, but I must especially thank Lorraine 
Beach, Richard Blair and Robert Hutchinson for their 
support, loyalty and sage advice over the years. I 
thank all of the members who have given me the  
honour of being the President of one of the largest and 
most effective heritage societies in NSW. 
           Scott MacArthur 

<http://savingourtrees.wordpress.com/> is name of 
tree preservation weblog of Jacqueline Yetzotis; email 
address is <savingourtrees@gmail.com> 

Presidents then and now: Scott MacArthur & Richard Blair 
(photo: Lorraine Beach) 
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