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Our September Meeting 
Coach trip exploring the natural history  
of Royal National Park led by Bruce Welch 
Saturday 26 September 8.45 for 9 am 
 

Meet opposite Petersham Town Hall. Cost $35 
(includes RNP map). BYO morning tea & lunch.  
Minimal walking. Expected return by 5 pm.        
Bookings: Valmai 9569 0239. Pay on the day, but 
don’t let us down. Please advise if you have to cancel. 
 

First stop Sublime Point Lookout for the spectacular 
view of the Illawarra escarpment and the south coast. 
Then down Bulli Pass, along Lawrence Hargrave Drive 
via the seaside towns of Thirroul, Austinmer,  
Coledale, Wombarra, Scarborough (including the  
Scarborough-Wombarra Cemetery), along the amazing 
Sea Cliff Bridge between Clifton, Coalcliff (completed 
2005, cost $52 million) and Stanwell Park before  
entering Royal National Park. 
 

Other RNP highlights: Governor Game Lookout; Sir  
Bertram Stevens Drive; Audley for lunch (Visitor’s 
Centre, Dance Hall café, weir, boatshed and Varney’s 
Bridge); Red Bluff/Chinaman’s Helipad (laterite soils); 
Mount Bass (some typical heathland); Wattamolla 
(famous waterfall); Lady Carrington Drive (short walk 
to Bola Creek through rainforest); National Falls 
(waratahs possibly in bloom). 
 

For sale on day: Field guide to Royal National Park 
$14.95; Official guide to National Park 1902 (facsimile 
edition) $10 (Note: special price of $20 if you buy both 
books). Email Bruce <bruce@bookproduction.org> if 
you’d like ‘Some Field Notes on Geology and Flora’. 
 

Starr-Bowkett building: 43 Enmore Rd Newtown 

Our October Meeting 
Who were the Gannons? Talk by  
Laurel & Bob Horton 

Saturday 24 October 10.15 for 10.30 am 
Herb Greedy Hall 79 Petersham Road Marrickville 
 

The Gannon name is perpetuated in the suburbs of 
Tempe, Hurstville, Dolls Point and Kurnell. Michael 
Gannon, found guilty of highway robbery, and his 
younger brother James, found guilty for possession 
of forged notes, were transported to New South 
Wales in 1820. Michael rapidly established himself  
in business as a carpenter, builder, undertaker and  
auctioneer living in The Rocks. He moved to Cooks 
River where his hotel became a centre for sporting 
activity. James became the licensee of various hotels 
in the city. The story of their life in the colony ranges 
from ‘comic to tragic, from religious to criminal’. 

Laurel and Bob Horton of the St Peters Cooks River 
History Group are well known for their history talks 
and walks in the St Peters-Tempe area. They have 
written numerous articles; and Laurel, in particular, 
has written publications on St Peters Church Cooks 
River and St Peters Graveyard, and has edited Stanley: 
a young man’s colonial experience. They have been  
honoured by achievement awards from Marrickville 
Council, RAHS and the Heritage Council. 

Hurlingham, 
Tempe 

The building at 43 Enmore Road Newtown for about  
80 years housed the Starr-Bowkett Society (articles in  
December 2014 and April 2015 newsletters). The building 
was the campaign headquarters for unsuccessful ALP  
candidate for Newtown, Penny Sharpe, leading up to the 
2015 state election. This sign was on the front door during 
the campaign. It is not known how Marrickville councillors 
propose to vote when this DA comes before council, but  
preserving this building was clearly the ALP stance then. 
 

MHS has lodged a submission strongly advocating the  
building be preserved. 

Congratulations QEII on becoming Britain’s longest 
reigning monarch: 63 years, 7 months, 2 days plus! 

mailto:bruce@bookproduction.org


  

Winter Trivia Answer 
 

This 1910 photo is of the 
Newtown Branch of the 
City Bank of Sydney on 
the corner of King Street 
and Enmore Road. Prior 
to the bank opening in 
1892 this building had 
housed Harrison’s Store 
for many years. It was 
later replaced by a larger 
bank building after 
which Turtle Real Estate took occupation there. A café 
has dominated this corner since the 1990s. 
 

Bank correctly identified by Kay Abrahams, Don  
Cottee and Robert Hutchinson (whose great grand-
parents James and Mary Anderson owned the nearby 
Terminus Inn on the corner of Enmore Road and  
Crescent Street in the 1860s – building demolished in 
1928 with the widening of the railway line). 
     Richard Blair 
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Our July meeting: A trachyte walk in the CBD 
with Robert & Noel Irving: Saturday 25 July 
 

On arrival at our rendezvous – the statue of John  
Dunmore Lang in Wynyard Park – each walker was 
given a detailed outline of the proposed route and 
map of our journey inside a plastic sleeve. If we got 
lost, we could easily retrace our steps. However, there 
was little risk of that as the tour was undertaken at a 
leisurely, but steady, pace. The Lang statue, whose 
steps and pedestal base are trachyte – ‘Gibraltar Rock’ 
from Bowral – was a good place to start. Here, Bob 
showed colour photos of Marrickville examples of  
trachyte whilst son Noel passed around two samples 
of this rock. MHS members are never backward in 
asking questions and before long we were beginning 
to learn more about trachyte, common throughout 
Sydney, but about which little is generally known. 
 

Heading south along York Street we admired Railway 
House (winner of the 1937 Sulman Award) and on to 
the 1939 AWA building (once Sydney’s tallest) with its 
entrance motif in polished trachyte. Into Barrack Street 
to the former Government Savings Bank of NSW 
(designed by Mansfield Bros) and to Burberry 
(formerly the Commercial Banking Company of  
Sydney) with its lower storeys of trachyte. We were 
shown the ‘veins’ in the polished rock. The building it 
replaced was re-erected in the grounds of Sydney  
University. On the corner of George Street and Martin 
Place looking north east is Paspaley (originally Bank of 
Australasia). It was designed by US architect Edward 
Raht, as was the building adjacent at 350 George Street 
(originally the Equitable Life Assurance Company of 
the US). Both are faced entirely in trachyte – probably 
the world’s only two examples of this. 
 

And on it went past other marvellous buildings along 
Ash Street, Martin Place, Pitt Street and Hunter Street, 
although tears were shed for lost or seriously altered 
buildings. Those who have not had the fortune to  
participate in an Irving tour (and there have been  
several conducted so far) can purchase the book,  
Sydney’s hard rock story: the cultural heritage of trachyte 
by Robert Irving, Ron Powell & Noel Irving (2014) 
which contains an extended version of this walk.  
Copies obtainable from MHS and the National Trust. 
     Richard Blair 

Spring Trivia Question 
 

This photo was taken locally. Who’s who and where 
is it? Richard 9557 3823 or email bottom back page. 

Our August meeting: Sylvia Hale reflects on 
living and working in Marrickville: 22 August 
 

A life’s chronology provided the platform to reflect on 
many varied topics: born in Newtown; attending  
Sydney Day Nursery in Redfern; moving to Arncliffe 
where a horse and cart delivered clothes props, bread 
and ice; commuting to ‘Erko-Oppo’ (Erskineville PS); 
with husband Roger cofounding Southwood Press 
(printing) in Chapel Street Marrickville; and in 1977 
publishers Hale & Iremonger); a No Aircraft Noise 
Marrickville Councillor for over eight years; then over 
seven years as a Greens MLA in the NSW Upper House. 
 

Where did her political activism come from?  
Reflections roamed from her grandfather working ‘on 
the track’ from Melbourne to Queensland; his debates 
with Emily Pankhurst about suffrage; controversial 
WWI conscription; effects of the Depression; her  
mother’s public debates in Kings Cross; post WWII 
immigration of reffos (refugees) and ‘dagoes’; the 
‘Wobblies’ movement; hiding political files under a 
rose bush in church grounds of St David’s, Arncliffe; 
the landmark 1951 High Court decision on communism.  
 

From an early age Sylvia could recall names of  
politicians. Memories recalled shop names, hotels as 
meeting places, the 1949 coal strike, lack of trees and 
playgrounds, people such as Jack and Norma  
Simpson – too much for this short summary. Many 
revolved around her parents’ cake shop (The Marcia, 
later Hale’s Quality Cakes) at 547 King Street, then 
considered to be at the ‘wrong end of King Street’.  
Sylvia ruminated how Newtown changed from being 
very vibrant in the 1930s and 1940s, the post war  
escape to suburbia with mod-cons and running water, 
through to the inner west gentrification. She mused 
that some aspects were not for the better. Changing 
demographics were already underway when her  
family moved from Berala to Petersham in 1977. Her 
mother lamented that ‘we spent all our life trying to 
get out of the slums’ only to come back to the inner 
west. Sylvia remains involved in community groups 
including meetings held in the same Newtown  
premises where her political career commenced.  
             Sue Jackson-Stepowski 
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2015 MHS Publications Report (presented at June AGM) 
 

Well, I’m still here. Despite my signalled intentions this time last year that I would resign as editor of the newsletter after         
20 years, it’s now become 21. Someone said this means I’ve come of age. I don’t know about that: more a case of feeling my age. 
I’d still like to find a replacement, but meanwhile the show has had to go on. I was grateful that the committee agreed to my 
request late last year to bring the newsletter out every two months until a replacement editor was found. This is not ideal from 
the Society’s viewpoint but it has become more manageable for me in view of my other writing commitments and I’m not 
aware that this temporary change has caused any undue consternation among members. 
 

Of course, this month’s newsletter was for June only and it will be followed by the combined July-August one. The idea behind 
this was partly to bring the numbering system into sync with the financial year starting in July, partly for it to coincide with the 
appointment of our new committee, and partly to align the newsletter with the upcoming outing, given outings are generally 
every second month. 
 

Having regard for the future, across Sydney we are facing the possibility of council amalgamations which the state government 
supports much more than most councils and citizens. Should Marrickville Council be merged with other councils or even one 
other, the current LGA boundaries may no longer be so meaningful, so how might that impact upon a Society like ours?       
Another factor in the big wide world is how newspapers are gradually being phased out such that in perhaps 5-10 years papers 
like The Sydney Morning Herald and The Australian may only be accessible online. Likewise, newsletters such as ours may    
eventually go the same way, although this is unlikely to happen soon.  
 

Membership numbers have decreased slightly partly due to the usual attrition through member deaths and non renewal of 
membership, but we have gained fewer new members than usual this year. This is uncanny given the local increase in  popula-
tion and our built and natural heritage being at greater risk than ever! 
 

It was pleasing to see the Oral History Project successfully launched last August. Given that this project dates back to the late 
1990s, its finalisation was thanks largely to the efforts of Laurel and Bob Horton, who transferred all the taped material to discs, 
copies of which are accessible at Marrickville Library. 
 

Work on the next journal (Heritage 15) is yet to start, although it is hard to proceed without articles. Should people have any 
ideas about topics please let me know. 
 

As is customary I would like to thank our newsletter runners: Rod Aanensen, Lu Bell, Richard Blair, John Blattman, ‘Tricia 
Blombery & Stuart Grigg, June Cameron & Ken Turner, Iain Carolin, Lucille Dunstan, Rosemary Fallon, Ann Fenton, Audrey 
Furney, Roger Gazard, Jean Hartman, Colin Hesse, Shirley Hilyard, Marg Ludlow, Ruth Olip, Monica Oppen, Allan Outlaw, 
Ian Phillips, Jan Pickering, Peter Robertson, Greg Ryan, Pamela Stewart and Vivien Wherry. There was back-up from: Caroline 
Craddock, Robert Hutchinson, Chris King, Margaret Newman, Deborah O’Donnell, Corinne O’Loughlin and Ian Tyrrell.     
Further thanks to our drivers: Anna Breinl, Diane McCarthy, Graeme Napier, Greg Ryan, Pamela Stewart, Keith Sutton and 
Ken Turner. At Marrickville Library Aleem Aleemullah ensured newsletters were delivered to key council staff.  
 

I am most grateful for the ongoing proofreading efforts of Shirley Hilyard and Hillary Goldsmith; I thank Diane McCarthy for 
maintaining the member lists, providing labels and a range of other backup; Pamela Stewart for continuing to handle the    
postals; and Ian Phillips for his ongoing availability and good humour in newsletter deliveries. I have been fortunate, once 
again, to have had great committee support. 
 

Finally, a quick word about our outgoing President. Geoff Ostling agreed to return to the committee as President three years 
ago having been at the forefront of many of the Society’s activities in the late 1980s and having serving as MHS president from 
1989 to 1991. Coming out of retirement, Geoff embraced the role with his legendary enthusiasm and was strongly committed to 
efforts to preserve the original Winged Victory. The past year has been difficult for Geoff with his various health issues; so he 
has fully earnt the right to resume retirement. Well done, Geoff. 
                     Richard Blair 

Sarah or Fanny (Durack)? 
 

Do you know that Olympic Park has a Sarah Durack 
Avenue? Prior to the 2000 Olympics I wrote, in vain, to 
the Olympic Coordination Authority, querying this 
name, given Sarah Durack was invariably called Fanny. 
 

In June 2015 I wrote to the Sydney Olympic Park  
Authority again putting forward what I believed to be 
convincing arguments to have the name changed. On  
31 August I was advised: 
 

The name of the street to acknowledge the achievements 
of Sarah Frances ‘Fanny’ Durack was considered in detail at 
the time of the naming and it was decided by the Olympic 
Coordination Authority that Sarah Durack Avenue was the 
most appropriate name. The Board have considered your 
recent request and see no reason to change from the       
original decision. It was also noted that changes to signage, 
maps, digital GPS systems and other materials would be 
quite costly and disruptive to the community.  

 

The point about cost of changes to signage etc is valid, 
but such name changes are common and frequent. 
 

The name Fanny was clearly adapted from her middle 
name Frances and she liked it sufficiently to use it for 
the rest of her life. The world embraced it as well and  

despite her marriage (to horse trainer Bernard Gately 
and living the last 30 years of her life in Douglas Street 
Stanmore), she has been called Fanny Durack ever 
since. Petersham’s aquatic centre was named after her, 
on the suggestion of playwright Mary Haire (who had 
written the play Dive Divas about imaginary meetings 
between Fanny and Annette Kellerman). 
 

What puzzles me is that these same authorities named 
another thoroughfare Herb Elliott Avenue, when 
Herb’s birthname was Herbert. Using SOPA’s criteria 
why was the Dunc Gray Velodrome not named Edgar 
Gray Velodrome when Dunc was born Edgar. And at 
the SCG, we have the Dally Messenger Stand: Dally’s 
birth names were Herbert Henry. 
 

Perhaps the authorities are squeamish about the name 
Fanny; but what of Fanny Brice (entertainer), Fanny 
Craddock (chef), Fanny Ardant (French actor), Fanny 
Mendelssohn (composer), Fanny Chmelar (Olympic 
skier) and Fanny Blankers-Koen (Olympic runner) to 
name a few? And who knows Sarah Durack by Sarah? 
 

The whole world calls her Fanny Durack, with the  
notable exception of the worthies of SOPA. 
                    Richard Blair  
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 Calendar of MHS events 
 

    Saturday 26 September 
    Coach trip exploring the natural history  
      of the Royal National Park 
    Details on front page 
 

    Saturday 24 October  
    Who were the Gannons? Talk by  
      Laurel & Bob Horton 
    Details on front page 
 

    Saturday 28 November 
    Sue Castrique discusses the convict history  
      of Cockatoo Island (apropos her book) 
 

    Saturday 5 December 
    Annual Pot Luck Dinner 

Meet our new MHS President: Ross Berry 
 

‘I first became interested in Heritage in my twenties 
when I was a voluntary guide with the National Trust 
at Old Government House and Experiment Farm.  
Later I also joined Historic Houses Trust and involved 
myself in visiting their many properties. I have been a 
member of the Parramatta & District Historical Society 
and a tour guide for Hambledon Cottage. I have also 
hosted open days and tours through Bronte House and 
Strickland House (Vaucluse).  

‘Having developed an appreciation of architect John 
Verge’s work, I visited Tempe House on the first open 
day after restoration, and instantly fell in love with this 
intimate, but very historic house, and the history of its 
founder Alexander Brodie Spark. As Honorary  
Historian of the Tempe House Estate and Cooperative 
Director of Discovery Point, my main goal has been  
to have special Open Days at Tempe House and  
St Magdalene’s Chapel to enable as many members of 
the public as possible to enjoy this wonderful estate. 
 

‘I look forward to meeting and mingling with many 
MHS members during my time as MHS President.’ 

Marrickville Festival: Sunday 18 October 
 

The Society will conduct a stall at this year’s festival. If 
you would like to help out on the day for an hour or 
two ring Iain on 0400 473 252 after 6 pm weekdays or 
email him on <cariaa07@hotmail.com>. 

50 years of radical activism: 
Political poster exhibition 
15-24 October during the day 
Addison Road Community Centre 
Stirrup Gallery, 142 Addison Road Marrickville 
The exhibition will illustrate the immense efforts of 
those who have struggled, and is an opportunity to  
celebrate the victories of the past 50 years, contextualise 
our present moment and collaborate for our future. 

The Friends of Callan Park have published Callan 
Park: compassion and conflict in the asylum by     
historian and MHS member Roslyn Burge (who co-
led MHS Callan Park tours last November). Cost $15 
(includes p&h). Email <focp.admin@gmail.com> or 
ring Cynthia 0413 733 219 for purchase details. 

Free October talks at Barangaroo  
 

Sunday 11 October 
2-3 pm: Mischief and misdemeanours 
Authors Larry Writer (Razor), Suzanne Falkiner 
(Eugenia: a man and Mrs Mort’s madness) and Peter 
Doyle (City of shadows and The big whatever) join Tom 
Wright to share true tales of crime, adventure and the 
colourful characters who shaped Sydney’s sordid past. 
 

Sunday 18 October 
2-3 pm: Arrivals and departures  
Well known and not so well known Aussies share their 
stories of courage, how they arrived, settled and 
thrived in Australia with Sunil Badami. 
 

Sunday 25 October 
2-3 pm: Hungry Mile to revolt  
Join historians and journalists, including The Sydney 
Morning Herald’s Anne Davies and The Australian’s 
Helen Trinca (co-authors of Waterfront: the battle that 
changed Australia) as they explore the history of the 
maritime workers’ movement at the former docks. 
 

barangaroo.sydney/welcome-celebration/sea/sea-talks 

Joining Marrickville Heritage Society is easy 
 

MHS monitors our built and environmental heritage 
and records and promotes our history. To join, send a 
cheque made out to Marrickville Heritage Society 
(address front page) with your name/s, address, phone  
and email, or pay by direct debit. Diane 9588 4930 for 
enquiries, a brochure or direct debit details; or email 
below address. Join now and membership will extend 
until June 2017. Fees: Concession $12, individual/joint 
concession $20, household/organisation $28. 

Sydney Rare Book Fair  5-7 November  
Barnet Long Room, Customs House, Circular Quay 

Leichhardt Library, Italian Forum, 23 Norton Street 
Till 30 September Exhibition: Australia’s own fast 
food – history of the meat pie in Australia  
Till 30 September Exhibition: Broughton Hall in The 
Great War, 1915-21  
View during library open hours  
Enquiries 9367 9266 or localhistory@lmc.nsw.gov.au 

mailto:focp.admin@gmail.com
http://barangaroo.sydney/welcome-celebration/sea/sea-talks/
mailto:localhistory@lmc.nsw.gov.au

