NSW Heritage Festival 16 April–29 May
Theme: Discoveries and Rediscoveries
The 2016 Marrickville Medal presentation and
other awards on Wednesday 4 May from 6 pm at
Marrickville Town Hall.

Our March Meeting

Saturday 19 March (4th weekend is Easter)
Visit to Rose Seidler House, Ku-ring-gai
Wildflower Garden (and more)
Meet opposite Petersham Town Hall at 9.15 for 9.30
am sharp departure. Cost $40 (pay on the day)
includes coach and tours. BYO morning tea and
lunch. Expected return by 5 pm. Bookings: Ring
Valmai 9569 0239. Please advise if you have to cancel.
Rose Seidler House, still
surrounded by bushland
with panoramic views
of Ku-ring-gai Chase
National Park, has been
described as ‘one of the
finest examples of
mid 20th-century modern domestic architecture in
Australia’ (see January-February 2016 newsletter for
further details).
After lunch at Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden there
will be a guided tour of the 123-hectare garden in
St Ives. The day will conclude with a visit to a second
1950s Harry Seidler house where we’ll be welcomed
by the current owner-occupant, who is only the
house’s second owner. Afternoon tea will be served.
To find out its location you’ll need to join the tour!

Leave the Powerhouse Museum in Ultimo!
William Shakespeare died 400 years ago
on 23 April 1616

Our April Meeting

Peter McCallum: History of Sydney trams
Saturday 23 April 10.15 for 10.30 am

Herb Greedy Hall 79 Petersham Rd Marrickville
Sydney had one of the world’s largest tram networks
prior to the closure of the system, though this spawned
a desire amongst many to preserve some examples of
the trams for posterity. Peter McCallum was amongst
those early tram fans but only joined the team at the
Sydney Tram Museum at Loftus on his retirement.
Peter’s illustrated address will include details of the
trams and tramlines in and around Marrickville. He
has his own connections with Marrickville in the posttram days which he will share with us.

N class car 638 on Marrickville Road Marrickville
running from Cooks River to Dulwich Hill in the 1940s
(photo: © Norm Boxall, from David Keenan, The SouthWestern Lines of the Sydney Tramway System, 1992, p. 40)

NSW Heritage Grants
In April 2015, the NSW Government announced the $28.5 million Heritage Near Me Initiatives program to implement
transformational change to the way heritage is protected, shared and celebrated at the local level in NSW. The program
was promoted to councils and the community in late 2015. Heritage Near Me comprises of three new grant programs:
1) Heritage Activation Grants, which will fund projects designed to increase enjoyment of local heritage, including
physical works for public access, interpretive projects and strategies supporting sustainable activation of listed heritage
items whilst conserving their values.
2) Local Heritage Grants: Local heritage projects will be tailored and targeted to empower communities and councils to
apply effective heritage management practices. This allows local communities and councils to undertake minor works,
and engage expert technical guidance to support the conservation and enhancement of the local heritage values.
3) Heritage Green Energy Grants, which aim to assist owners of heritage buildings to conduct an initial joint heritage
and energy audit. This would give owners guidance and financial assistance to improve energy performance while still
protecting the heritage values of the buildings.
Grants for 2016-17 closed in December. Grants for 2017-18 are expected to open in October 2016. It is not yet clear how
these grants might apply to local historical and heritage societies, given the proposed size of grants.
For more information contact the Office of Environment & Heritage or check <www.environment.nsw.gov.au>.
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MHS submission opposing amalgamation of
Ashfield, Leichhardt & Marrickville councils
(Extracted from the MHS submission to the
Boundaries Commission)
The Marrickville Heritage Society (MHS) does not
support the proposed amalgamation of Marrickville
Council with Leichhardt and Ashfield Councils. The
Society has serious unaddressed concerns about how
the particular cultural and heritage values of our area
could be protected in an expanded ‘Inner West’
Council.
MHS is one of the largest and most active heritage
societies in New South Wales. We were formed in 1984
and are affiliated with the Royal Australian Historical
Society and the National Trust of Australia (NSW).
Our Society has over 400 members that strongly
identify with the unique cultural and historical
character of the Marrickville area. This uniquely
cosmopolitan character has evolved over the past 200
years with waves of immigration and development
producing an area rich in social, architectural,
historical and cultural diversity. Our Society is also
proud of the connections we have to the indigenous
traditional owners of our area, the Gadigal people of
the Eora nation.
The majority of our members live, work, shop, interact,
worship, play sport, and have children attending
schools in the LGA. Our older members have long
connections with the area and even if they no longer
live here, they were educated, worked, played,
worshipped and raised their families in our LGA.
Many of these members are giving back to our
community by being involved in a voluntary capacity
with various organisations in the present LGA.
Most of our members would have no physical or
cultural connection with Ashfield or Leichhardt LGAs.
Our Society is concerned that our advocacy for the
protection of the cultural and heritage values of the
Marrickville LGA will be impaired in the expanded
‘Inner West’ Council. The positive working
relationships that the Society has been able to develop
over many years of effort with the current Marrickville
Council staff and some Councillors will be disrupted,
perhaps permanently, as the stated aim of the
amalgamation is to reduce numbers of staff and
Councillors. The reduction in representation and
staffing will also mean that there will, of necessity, be
less attention paid to those matters that directly affect
the (former) Marrickville LGA.
The Society calls on the State Government to respect
the integrity of the existing Marrickville LGA as it
reflects a distinct social, cultural and historical identity
that will be lost with a forced amalgamation.
Scott MacArthur
Note: At the afternoon session of the Public Inquiry on
2 February 2016 at Wests Ashfield Leagues Club, there
were over 70 speakers, of whom c. 95% expressed
opposition to the proposed amalgamation of Ashfield,
Leichhardt and Marrickville councils. This is even
higher than the c. 75% of respondents among members
of the public in these LGAs said to be opposed to
this amalgamation. In the light of this overwhelming
opposition it would be a travesty of democracy for a
forced merger of these councils to proceed. Editor
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Lesley Muir Reserve, Canterbury
Canterbury & District Historical Society’s January 2016
newsletter advises that parkland in Close Street
Canterbury has been named in honour of the late
historian Dr Lesley Muir, OAM (also a MHS member),
who died in 2012. The inscription on the sign reads:
Doctor Lesley Muir was awarded an Order of
Australia medal in 2007 for her dedication and
commitment to recording and preserving local history
of the Canterbury District. Her publications, tours,
talks and research are an invaluable legacy to our
community. Winning the National Trust Heritage
(NSW) award for her book Canterbury’s Boys, Lesley
brought to life the rich cultural and historic
significance of the Canterbury local area and its people
for present and future generations. This reserve is named
in her honour by a grateful Council and community.

Lesley, of course, inspired many throughout Sydney,
together with her late husband Brian Madden, with
whom she often collaborated in local history works.

Archival research on Roland Villa, Petersham
Following some coverage in the January-February
2016 newsletter about Roland Villa, Croydon Street,
Petersham — home of architect Edmund Blacket and
his wife when Edmund died — a further query was
received concerning its location. As a result, the
Archival Reference Centre, Marrickville Council was
approached. The following is from information
provided by the Archivist Anna-Bella Silva:
Whilst it remains unclear as to when Roland Villa was
built, the 1883-84 Petersham Council Valuation Book
records Mrs Blackett [sic] as the occupier of a house
owned by John Brooks (who also owned Isabella Villa
next door), although the house name is not recorded.
The 1884 Sands Directory does record the name Roland
Villa, although the occupant was NS Brown. The 189798 Valuation Book records the house as no. 18 (on the
northern side of the street).
In 1937 the property was sold and demolished and a
block of apartments was constructed on the site and
the one next door (no. 16 named the ‘Pitman Estate’).
The name of the house had changed several times; at
the time of demolition it was called Alawa. The house
that was formerly number 18 is now number 20.

Autumn Trivia Question
Where in Marrickville LGA will you find this grotto?
Richard 9557 3823 or <heritagesociety@optusnet.com.au>
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Our Last Meeting: Saturday 27 February
Terra nullius, Latin for ‘land belonging to no-one’,
was the legal fiction upon which modern Australia
was based, and, as Emma Dortins (in her talk, ‘Listing
to conserve: working with Aboriginal places’)
entertainingly explained to MHS members, the
apparent absence of Aboriginal Australians was very
nearly repeated when white archaeologists met in the
late 1960s to determine which areas of Australia
should be examined with relation to Australia’s
Aboriginal archaeological history.
Emma’s talk, presented on the land of the Cadigal
Wangal People of the Eora Nation, took us on a
journey through the clashing philosophies within and
between anthropologists and State and Federal
Governments, and the prejudices and ignorance of
those involved in making key decisions on how our
past was examined.
In the late 1960s, legislation was discussed and framed
with the presumption that there was no ongoing
relationship between Aboriginal peoples and the land.
On the contrary, white archaeologists and white
landowners saw the archaeological sites and artifacts
as being their responsibility, assuming that European
invasion had destroyed the relationship between
Aboriginal peoples and their lands.
Well-intentioned as these professionals were, many
archaeologists sought to use heritage protection acts to
safeguard relics from amateur collectors and tourist
developments, especially in coastal areas.
Nonetheless, at a key national meeting in 1972 twelve
months was granted, along with Federal funding, for
examination of Aboriginal stories that would see the
beginning of the living culture of Aborigines, though
Tasmania and Victoria were excluded from this
examination.
Central to getting Aboriginal stories included in our
history was the work of two men: Dungadi man Ray
Kelly from the Macleay River area of NSW and young
British archaeologist Harry Creamer. Creamer had a
pilot’s license, enabling them to quickly visit remote
locations such as the Tipoburra region in far northwest
NSW, where three traditional sites were identified.
One of the most difficult issues to address was
ascertaining what local Aboriginal communities
considered important. Without the knowledge of local
peoples the focus of archaeology was on implements,
carvings and rock paintings; whereas for local people a
rock formation, a mountain, river or clearing in the
forest or good food site could be of the highest cultural
importance.
Kelly and Creamer were assisted by newly employed
Aboriginal staff – sometimes employed as typists, like
Jenny Crew – who could pass on knowledge of their
culture and their links to community in the course of
identifying important sites.
There were, of course, shortcomings with the survey,
not least that women’s sites were often missed. This is
because much knowledge is held by only men or
women, not both, and with limited time and funding,
nowhere near all significant sites could be identified
or documented.
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Since the survey finished in the mid 1980s there have
been further issues around the Heritage Act; and, in
particular, how Aboriginal peoples can engage with
key traditional sites located on private property. This
goes to the central issue of a living culture, and the act
did not allow access to the traditional owners of the
land.
Despite all the problems, the survey has contributed
to a cultural revival, resulting in site schools that train
Aboriginal people in recognising their own heritage.
There is also the growing issue of identifying and
protecting post-colonial sites of importance, such as
the Aboriginal Children’s Service in Redfern – these
perhaps serve as a reminder of the absence of heritage
places in the Sydney basin, which saw the first contact
between Aboriginal peoples and Europeans; and how
that traditional knowledge was so damaged by those
encounters.
We thank Emma for sharing her insights into this little
known background of Aboriginal places. She is wellqualified, having completed her 2012 PhD thesis on
‘The Lives of Stories: Making histories of Aboriginalsettler friendship’. She very kindly donated copies of a
book about the story of the work in this area by the
NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. More
information can be found on their website at:
<www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/
heritagesearch.aspx>.
Colin Hesse

Addison Road Heritage Trail
Members are invited to
take the self-guided
walking trail of the
Addison Road Community
Centre (142 Addison Road
Marrickville), with text
and visuals showing
the different stages of the
site’s evolution from precolonisation: a market
garden, army barracks and
community centre.
Discover its unique
layers of history as you
follow the signage around
the gardens and buildings.
The trail begins at the front
gates of Addison Road
Community Centre and
self-guided tours can be
taken every day of the
week, although Sundays
are not recommended as
the weekly market
restricts accessibility.
(© the ARCC website.
The Addison Road
Heritage Trail is a key
programming initiative
of the Addison Road
Community Centre
Organisation.)
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Calendar of MHS events
Saturday 19 March
Visit to Rose Seidler House & Ku-ring-gai
Wildflower Garden (and more)
Details on front page
Saturday 23 April
Peter McCallum: History of Sydney trams
Details on front page
Saturday 28 May
Leuralla Gardens & environs, Leura
Saturday 25 June
Annual General Meeting
Letterheads Uncovered
Marrickville Library until 18 March
An exhibition of creative letterheads from Marrickville
Council’s Archives collection. Described by historians
as ‘paper ambassadors of their day’ artistic letterheads
played a key role in the success of any business and
were considered ‘travelling advertisers’.

Imagine a city:
200 years of public architecture in NSW
State Library of NSW until 8 May

Weekdays 9-5, Thursdays until 8 pm, Weekends 10-5
This free exhibition celebrates the bicentenary of the
role of the NSW Government Architect making it one of
the oldest continually operating architectural practices
in the world. Francis Greenway became the first when,
on 1 March 1816, he was appointed acting Civil
Architect on a wage of three shillings a day.
The Scottish Diaspora Tapestry Exhibition
23 March–3 April 10 am–6 pm (closed Good Friday)
Chrissie Cotter Gallery, Pidcock Street Camperdown
Tales and images of Scotland’s Diaspora: a selection of
embroidered panels that represent the universal signs
of a Scottish presence throughout the world. Tapestry
on a world tour. Entry by donation. Thanks to
Marrickville Council. Enquiries: Heather 9590 3618 or
<heather.smallbone@gmail.com>. More images on
<www.scottishdiasporatapestry.org>.

Above left: Diaspora logo; right: Bendigo Pottery Panel
Display of Victoriana (clothes, underwear, night
clothes and other memorabilia)
Wednesday 20 April & Thursday 21 April 10 am
Scots Church, 44 Margaret Street, Sydney
Viewing of display and morning tea to be followed by
talks on the display. Cost $10. RSVP (for catering) to
Anne Ball 9663 1674 or just come and pay on the day.
Talks on both days.

MHS member Ron Ringer has produced a new book
titled Materiality. From the publicity blurb:
Materiality celebrates the art and artistry of designers
and architects working in Australia today. A collection
of case studies, essays and technical articles, the extent
of this work is exceedingly wide in subject matter, as
well as engaging in its detail. From architectural
drawings, close-up photographs (over 850 colour and
black & white plates) and hand-drawn illustrations ),
there is much to consider and learn. As a snapshot of
contemporary practice the book explores the regional
nature of design and the use of brick and block in
works of architecture, including residential,
commercial, educational and conceptual.
Ron Ringer (editor), Materiality: brick and block in
contemporary Australia architecture (Dry Press
Publishing, NSW, 2015, hc, 565 pages, $99).
*
*
*
*
John Edwards’ latest book, Henry Louis Bertrand:
Dentist Artist Murderer (Norrong Press, pb, 122 pp.,
69 ills., 2016) is to be launched on Saturday 19 March at
2 pm in the Rayner Hoff Studio, Building 11, National
Art School (formerly Darlinghurst Gaol), Forbes Street
Darlinghurst. All welcome: Cost $30 at launch.
Otherwise, it’s $35 (+ $7 p&h). To save postage, book
can be collected from the author’s house. Contact John
on 9558 1327 or <norrongpress@ozemail.com.au>.

Pam Valentine honoured
Reported in the 25/2/16 bimonthly RAHS enewsletter:
‘The President of Liverpool Genealogy Society, Pam
Valentine was awarded the Order of Liverpool for her
40+ years of voluntary work in the Liverpool
Community recently. Pam was also President of the
NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies for
many years. Congratulations Pam! Well deserved!’
Pam and her sister Wendy Valentine are members of
MHS and grew up in Marrickville.

Margaret Sinclair
MHS has too many members to record most parish
pump matters, except in the case of MHS Life Member
Margaret Sinclair who turns 102 on 14 March. A recent
visit revealed she is still quite well, even if she is less
mobile than she used to be. This does not prevent her
from making her own bed of a morning because she
doesn’t like the way her carers make it! Asked whether
she still had wine with dinner she said she had to give it
up because her taste buds can no longer differentiate
between red and white . For Christmas she received
Ross Coulthart’s recent biography of Charles (CEW)
Bean and she enjoyed reading all 464 pages of it.
Margaret misses MHS meetings and her (recently sold)
house in Petersham. We miss you too, Margaret. May
you have a Happy 102nd!
(Do let the editor know if
you’d like to be in touch with Margaret.)

Tempe House Open Day: Sunday 8 May from 10 am

President Ross 0411 688 440
Treasurer Diane 9588 4930
Heritage Watch Scott 0416 152 501
Newsletter Richard 9557 3823
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