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Our July Meeting
A shf ie ld  to Summer H ill historical w alk  
Saturday 30 July 9.45 for 10 am start
Meet at the War Memorial in the centre of Ashfield 
Park. Walk ends at St Andrew's Chmch Summer 
Hill. Cost $5 (incl. walking notes) payable on day 
Bookings: Richard <heritagesociety@optusnet.com.au> 
or 9557 3823. If travelling by car for the walk 
perhaps park roughly near the middle of the route to 
allow ease of retrieval of your car. Ashfield Park 
is about 10 minutes walk from both Ashfield and 
Summer Hill stations and is near bus stops along 
Parramatta and Liverpool Roads.
Walk led by Dr John Ward, President Ashfield &
District Historical Society and Ashfield Mayor (1991- 
95). Walk is through local streets and places. 
Commentary will be on the history of the area, 
architecture and history of buildings, and people of 
historical interest. We end with a guided inspection of 
Summer HUl (formerly St Andrew's) Anglican Church 
in Henson Street, Summer Hill.
Several cafes in Summer Hill for afterwards.

Our Annual General Meeting: 25 June 
Who's who on the new committee
Vice President Scott MacArthur welcomed members 
to the 32nd Annual General Meeting at St Brigids 
Church hall (Herb Greedy Hall unavailable due to 
federal elections). Secretary Mary Oakenfull read the 
minutes of the 2015 AGM and Deborah O'Donnell 
presented, in absentia, Ross Berry's President's report 
(see inside). There followed reports from Treasurer 
Diane McCarthy, Publications editor Richard Blair 
and Heritage Watch convenor Scott MacArthur. After 
questions, Scott MacArthur was presented with Life 
Membership of the Society (see back page report).

Ross had indicated he would step down from both the 
presidency and committee; Valmai Bland also stepped 
down. All committee positions were declared vacant 
and Bill Tarrant presided as Returning Officer. With 
12 nominations for 12 positions the following were 
elected: president, Scott MacArthur; vice presidents, 
Ros Aanensen and Richard Blair; treasurer, Diane 
McCarthy; secretary, Mary Oakenfull; assistant 
secretary, Iain Carolin; committee members, Lorraine 
Beach, Robert Hutchinson, Judy O'Connor, Deborah 
O'Donnell, Ian Phillips and Faye Stevens.
New president Scott MacArthur thanked members 
and invited all to stay for lunch, prepared by ace 
caterers Diane, Lorraine, Mary and Robert; special 
thanks to members Anna Breinl (for providing two 
casseroles!) and Ellie Zinsmeester.

Richard Blair
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Our August Meeting 
'The school on Petersham Hill': an illustrated 
talk on Sydney University through postcards 
and photographs from the collections of 
Jill Brown and Robert Hutchinson 
Saturday 27 August 10.15 for 10.30 am 
Herb Greedy Hall 79 Petersham Rd Marrickville 
From the collections of Jill Brown - former Fisher 
Library staff member and author of The University of 
Sydney: postcards 1899-1955 and photographs (2015) - 
and notable collector of Australiana, pottery and 
Postcards, Robert Hutchinson.

Sydney University (© Robert Hutchinson collection)
Included will be views of the university colleges, the 
Deaf Dumb & Blind Institute and Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital. Learn about some of the history of Sydney 
University. Copies of JiU's book will be on sale (c. $40).

Special Achievement Award: Saving Our Trees
The 2016 recipient of the Special Achievement Award 
(Marrickville Medal) on 4 May was MHS member 
Jacqueline Yetzotis.Marrickville Council said:
'In 2009, Jacqueline started the 'Saving Our Trees' blog 
and spearheaded a campaign to preserve many of the 
trees found in our urban landscape. A true community 
service, her writings also advised the community of 
park upgrades, developments in parks, tree plantings, 
installation of verge and rain gardens, environmental 
and educational events, initiatives from Council which 
improve the environment and support biodiversity and 
the promotion of Council's environmental policies and 
urban forest policies.
'Her blog is used by school teachers and the greater 
community. It raises awareness of natural resources in 
our own backyard and allows us to connect with each 
other on the issues of their preservation. Maintaining the 
blog since 2009 is a true corranitment to the environment, 
the local community and greater cause of learning to live 
and preserve the environment which sustains us. We 
honotu her contribution and commitment.'

The blog has also held Council to account!
Full report on Marrickville Medal inside.
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President's 2015-16 Report

A
t the end of my year as President, I would like to thank the members of the executive committee for their 
loyal support, help and assistance throughout 2015-16.1 now step down as President with the knowledge that 
the Society is in a strong and secure financial position. This has also enabled the Society to keep on track 
through another busy and often challenging year.

Over the past year we have held a number of excellent and informative excursions for our many members. Firstly, 
we had Bob and Noel Irving's trachyte walk in Sydney CBD (in the wake of the splendid book on trachyte they co
wrote). In September I was delighted to attend the tour through the Royal National Park, where we had a first
hand opportunity to view the wonderful flora and occasional fauna and magnificent coastal views.

I also joined the tour to Rose Seidler House and Ku-Ring-Gai Wildflower Garden. Visiting Rose Seidler House took 
me back to my school days as one of my school friends was the grandson of Rose Seidler. I have many fond memories of 
weekends spent at the home of Harry & Penny Seidler in Killara. At the conclusion of this tour, everyone expressed 
their delight with the variety of experiences found during the day.

On our most recent tour, to Leura, we visited the NSW Toy & Railway Museum at Leuralla Gardens. Leuralla is one 
of the most beautiful and historical Edwardian houses in NSW. Also visited were the Everglades house and historic 
gardens owned and managed by the National Trust. The gardens are well managed by a team from the National Trust 
who preserve and enhance their beauty. And, of course, our annual pot luck dinner at Stanmore was a success, as usual.

Our regular meetings at Herb Greedy Hall have been well attended by our members due to our very interesting 
talks on so many informative subjects. We heard the recollections of Sylvia Hale, in particular her days with publisher 
Hale & Iremonger; Sue Castrique discussed the convict history of Cockatoo Island (and sold several copies of her book 
on the subject); Emma Dortins enlightened us about formally listing Aboriginal sites; and Peter McCallum spoke on the 
history of Sydney's tramway system. I personally enjoyed the presentation by Laurel and Bob Horton on the history of 
the Gannon family of Tempe. As always. Laurel and Bob were a wealth of information on the history of this well- 
documented and honoured family. I would also like to express my congratulations to Laurel Horton on her being 
awarded an Order of Australia Medal in the 2016 Queen's Birthday Honours List - very well deserved. Laurel!

It has been gratifying to know that over the past year, we have been able to assist in achieving a reprieve on two 
significant heritage properties in our area. Firstly, the former Coptic Church in Sydenham, where an Interim Heritage 
Order was made shortly before the demolishers were due to move in, and was mainly due to the passion of some 
members of the Coptic Church and their drive to save the first Coptic Church in Australia (originally a 19th century 
Methodist church). Let's hope that funding can be foimd to preserve this historic church. I was also delighted to hear of 
the retention of the Dynamo Automotive building at 347 Princes Highway, St Peters, even though the long term owners 
were forced to relocate. It has been purchased by WestConnex, which plans to preserve the heritage character of the 
former garage structure as much as possible.

The times ahead for many Sydney historical societies will be challenging - and this includes Marrickville - due to 
the forced amalgamations of many councils across NSW. Let's hope that these council mergers will not impact 
negatively upon the fragile integrity of our many heritage items held in high esteem by historical and heritage societies, 
and that we can all move forward and secure the future growth of heritage preservation.

With the many pressures from developers in our area, we all need to be proactive in keeping our eyes and ears open 
for any threats on the horizon to our heritage. To finish up with a quote from the website Australian Heritage: 
'Australian Heritage celebrates Australia's history and heritage, and encourages everyone to share their interest in die 
diverse culture, landscape and traditions of our great island continent'.

Ross Berry

Our May Meeting: Trip to Leura 28 May
After leaving Petersham, the day did not seem promising, 
when smoke entering the bus was found to be due to oil 
dripping on the muffler. After running repairs in Penrith and 
a further stop, the Devonshire Tea that greeted our arrival at 
Everglades was most welcome. After an overview by Trish 
Lloyd, Robert Trenchard-Smith showed one group over the 
1930s house (where the wood fire was appreciated) while 
Sandy Luxford led most of us on a walk through the splendid 
gardens. She spoke about the relationship between Henri Van 
De Velde and Paul Sorensen and pointed out such features as 
the handcut stone fences, the electrical system, the man-made 
watercourse and the Bacchus Grotto by Otto Steen; and, of 
course, the magnificent views.
On to Gordon Falls for lunch and to admire the view; then to 
Leuralla Toy and Railway Museum where Louise spoke of 
the history of the house and the Evatt Family connections 
(Geoff Ostling pointed out connections with Penelope Seidler 
and the Andreas family of Petersham; Alex Sikkes said he had 
worked for a time in the Leuralla gardens as a landscape 
gardener). Opinion was divided whether the house itself or 
the collection was favourite but all agreed it was worth the visit.
All up, a most memorable day.

Mary Oakenfull & Diane McCarthy 
Note: Special thanks to Mary for organising the outing.

M em ber feedback sought

An issue raised by the committee at the AGM 
concerns the fall in attendance on our coach day 
trips. In the 1990s it was usual to get 50 people or 
more on a coach tour; on the last five coach tours 
organised by the Society the average has been 
around 30. We try to keep our costs as low as 
possible and tend not to repeat excursions. So do 
members still want such day trips? Should you 
wish to provide some feedback, please email or 
write to the Society.

From The Leader {22I6I16)\ The Wolli Creek 
Preservation Society has received a $63,000 
grant to help regenerate Paperbark Creek at 
Earlwood. The grant from the NSW 
Environment Trust will cover the work of a team 
of professional bush regenerators over a two 
year project. WCPS coordinator Peter Stevens 
said 'the project will clear an area that was 
previously just lantana to something with much 
more nature in if.
New volunteers are most welcome. Contact 
<bushcare@wollicreek.org.au>.
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M arrickville M edal 2016

T
he marrickville medal for conservation has been awarded on an annual basis since 1995 as 
part of the Marrickville Heritage Festival and the NSW National Trust Heritage Festival. The former 
Marrickville Council has parlayed the success and status of the Medal into a wider offering, with a photo
graphic competition, a special heritage achievement award and, for the first time this year, a Sustainability Award.

There were seven entries for the Marrickville Medal for Conservation, all of an impressively high standard. The 
judges were Jude Kelly, whose Marrickville house won last year's Medal, MHS Vice-President Scott MacArthur 
and Catherine Macarthur, conservation architect with the Office of the Government Architect. They were very 
impressed with the high standard of entries, all of them for residential projects. Unlike previous years, there were 
no commercial or retail nominations, which may be a reflection of the local surging residential property market. 
The passion and pride that all of fhe entrants had in their houses and projects was wonderful to see, and it 
translated into sensitive and imaginative solutions that should inspire other owners and architects.

The winner was for the conservation, alterations and additions to a Federation house at 7 Audley Street, 
Petersham. Working with the owners, local architect Christopher Polly has created a contemporary addition to the 
rear of the original house that exemplifies an accepted philosophy for extending and modernising a contributory 
building in a historic context, whilst retaining its key heritage values. Conservation of the original main four room 
house shows a high degree of integrity internally and externally, with the 
house retaining most original character features. The judges noted that:
'The addition is boldly contemporary, and spht-level over two-storeys, 
yet is not visible from the street. A highlight of the property is how the 
modern addition is visible subtly at first, 
then revealed more dramatically at the 
intersection of the old with the new.'

Two Commended citations were awarded, 
in recognition of outstanding achievements 
for alterations and additions and restoration.
Firstly, a late-Victorian free-standing terrace 
style house at 37 North Street, Marrickville, 
conserved and enhanced over a 15 year period.
The garden, created by a prior owner, provides an

'' impressive and

7 Audley St, Petersham (Photos: Brett Boardman Photography)

37 North Street, Marrickville 
(Photo: Sandra K Eckersley)

appropriate context for this significant house. Original 
features internally and externally have been conserved, and infilled 
verandahs (and other accretions) removed. The Commendation was due to 
the long term labour of love applied by the owners to the conservation of the 
original house and the creation of an appropriafe garden setting.

The judges were also very excited about the conservation and 
redevelopment of Lymerston at 
22 Hillcrest Street, Tempe. Lymerston 
(1868) is a rare remaining early Victorian 
Georgian villa of the Marrickville 
area, and a heritage item. Prior 
subdivision of fhe property retained a 
good curtilage for the house, although 
later unsympathetic structures had 
compromised the legibility of Lymerston.

The Commendation was primarily for the sensitive division of Lymerston to 
apartments, reversibility considerations, conservation of traditional materials, 
and interpretation.

The Marrickville Sustainable Building Award celebrates the contribution of 
sustainable architecture and building works to Marrickville. The wirmer of 
the inaugural Sustainable Budding Award is a 'simple restrained house that 
gets the passive design basics right', according to the judges (different panel 
from fhe above). The house, in Charles Street, Marrickville, boasts sustainable features such as well-oriented, 
correctly shaded, insect-screened double glazing, recycled or plantation materials, and 'bold use of hempcrete 
exposed internally and as ceiling insulation'. Interestingly, several of the houses entered for the Conservation 
Medal were also entered for the Sustainability award, with the proud owners of the recycled and reconstructed 
1800s workers cottage in Fletcher Street Marrickville winning a Sustainability Highly Commended award.

The Marrickville Urban Photography Competition ran for ifs sixfh consecutive year with photographers 
encouraged to engage with the Marrickville urban landscape. Images must in some way feature, reference or comment 
on the older attributes of our built environment (pre-1960). The competition specifically sought a contemporary 
perspective on the layers of urban fabric around us. The National Trust theme for 2016 was Discoveries and 
Rediscoveries, and the photographers took this as an invitation to explore many unusual aspects of our LGA.

The winner in the Open Category was Temple in Tempe by Geoff Harvey; Discarded Beauty by Marco Cucuzza 
won the Secondary School category; the Primary School category was won by Evan Dominic Black with Chainlink.

See account on front page re the very deserved winner of fhe Special Achievement Award, Jacqueline Yetzotis.
Scott MacArthur

Lymerston, Tempe 
(Photo: Urban Futures Group)
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Calendar of MHS events
Saturday 30 July 
Ashfield to Summer Hill historical walk
Details on front page

Saturday 27 August 
The school on Petersham Hill': Sydney 

University through postcards and photographs 
of Jill Brown and Robert Hutchinson

Details on front page

Saturday 24 September
'Harp of the South' tour with John Derum

Saturday 22 October 
Yabba, Cricket's legendary barracker —
^ I k  by Richard Cashman

W inter Trivia Q uestion

Where in the MHS area was this Government Savings 
Bank of NSW? Contact Richard 9557 3823 or 
<heritagesociety@optusnet.com.au>.

In a press release titled 'The Hunt is Over' Bob Irving 
advises that, after 26 years, the Horbury Hunt Club, 
which started in honour of the important late 
nineteenth century Canadian-born Australian 
architect, John Horbury Hunt, is to be wound up. The 
club enthusiastically furthered the study of Hunt's 
buildings, architecture, landscape and the associated 
arts in general, and was active in promoting community 
awareness and enjoyment of good design.
Members felt the club's objectives were weU on the 
way to being achieved. One ongoing memorial of JHH 
is the prestigious annual Horbury Hunt Brick Award, 
initiated by the club and taken up by the industry to 
acknowledge fine design and workmanship. The 
remaining funds will go towards the completion of 
Armidale Cathedral, which was designed by Hunt. 
Some MHS members belonged to this esteemed group.

Fee renewal reminder: MHS annual fees fell due on 
1 Jime so if your fees are still unpaid, please submit 
payment along with the green renewal slip which 
accompanied your last newsletter, unless you're paying 
by direct deposit. Concession $12, individual/joint 
concession $20, household/organisation $28. Ring 
treasurer Diane 9588 4930 if you have a query. Direct 
deposit to MHS bank account details:
Bank name: Sydney Credit Union (BSB 802 084) 
Account name: Marrickville Heritage Society 
Account Number: 85663
Reference: 'Fees' + [your surname/s and initials]

M arrickville Heritage Society congratulates:

Sydney's Royal Botanic Gardens on its 200th 
anniversary being celebrated throughout this year.
• St Joseph's Catholic Church, Newtown in Bedford 
Street on its Sesquicentenary 1866-2016. The foundation 
stone was laid in July 1866 and the building opened in 
May 1869. A gala dinner was held on 13 April 2016 
when a booklet on the church's history was launched.
• John Wegner (MHS member) of Enmore for being 
made an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO): 'for 
distinguished service to the performing arts as a world 
renowned operatic bass-baritone and as an ambassador 
for the cultural reputation of Australia'.
• Laurel Horton of Tempe for being awarded the 
Medal of the Order of AustraUa (OAM): 'for service to 
the community through a range of 
organisations'.
• Scott MacArthur for being 
honoured at the MHS AGM with 
Life Membership of the Society.
The citation reads: 'In recognition 
and appreciation of his strong 
commitment for almost 20 years to 
preserving the heritage values of 
buildings and precincts at risk, 
including written submissions on 
behalf of the Society to authorities 
and succinct and informed articles 
for the Society's newsletter'.

Scott MacArthur 
(photo: Deborah O'Donnell)

Five members have indicated they collect used postage 
stamps for charity. If you have stamps to donate, 
either bring to a MHS meeting or ring Diane 9588 4930 
who will advise of drop off points (Earlwood, Eranore 
Marrickville and Petersham).

Vale: Dorothy (Dot) Skinner

Dorothy Skinner (nee Lewis) died on 1 May aged 
97 years. Dot lived almost all her life in Warren Road 
Marrickville. She joined MHS in 1991 and attended 
meetings regularly until recent years when she went 
into a nursing home. Dot was interviewed for the MHS 
project and publication Marrickville Remembers 1939- 
1945 (1997). Dot served for many years as Secretary 
of Marrickville RSL Women's 
Auxiliary and as a Legacy 
volunteer. 'The Warren' painting 
by Peter Lawson hung in Dot's 
parent's house for many years 
although it is not known how 
they acquired the painting. It 
was donated to Marrickville 
Council and now hangs in the 
Archival Reference Centre 
at Petersham.

Dot Skinner in 2001 
(photo: Diane McCarthy)

Diane McCarthy

President Scott 0416152 501 
Heritage Watch Scott 0416 152 501 
Treasurer Diane 9588 4930 
Newsletter Richard 9557 3823
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