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OUR NEXT MEETING 
Bridges of Marrickville

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26, 10.30 a.m. AMENITIES 
ROOM, PETERSHAM TOWN HALL.
Marrickville Municipality, with its collec
tion of long-established inner suburbs, has 
a long and colourful social history. But it 
also has its share of industrial and techno
logical history, the latter includes bridges. 
Dr Don Fraser, from the University of New 
South Wales, is an acknowledged bridge expert, 
particularly on the history of bridges and 
the significant bridges in Sydney and New 
South Wales. On Saturday he will take us on 
a "Cooks Tour" of the Marrickville bridges 
to explain both their technical and social 
importance.

Picnic in the Park
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26, 12.30 p.m.
PETERSHAM PARK.
Don't miss our annual Christmas picnic 
following the monthly meeting. We again 
have Sydney's best and most affectionate 
Father Christmas, strikingly similar in build 
and features to Commander Les Brooks, with 
his rollicking laughter and fine baritone 
voice. There will be special events and 
prizes for children who are especially welcome. 
Enjoy the shade of the trees and the shelter 
of the band rotunda of historic Petersham 
Park - a cool spot even on a hot day.
You will need to bring only hot drinks, if 
you want them, as cool drinks will be provided. 
Anne Carolan (406.4852) has offered to co
ordinate the light refreshments and would 
like to hear from members who can contribute 
a plate.

Heritage Study: A Good Start
As reported in the October Newsletter, the 
Marrickville Heritage Society has made a sub
mission to Marrickville Council regarding the 
Marrickville Heritage Study. The study attempts 
to document items of environmental heritage sig
nificance, including homes, industries, street- 

scapes, etc. within the municipality with the 
aim of conserving them. The society replied 
that it supports "wholeheartedly the implemen
tation of the Marrickville Heritage Study as a 
Local Environment Plan. The draft must be 
viewed merely as a starting point for the con
servation of our heritage and it must be sup
ported by a commitment from Marrickville 
Council to create public awareness within 
the municipality of the importance and need 
for the conservation of our heritage. The 
study, in its present form, is far from com
prehensive and again the society seeks an 
assurance from council that a continuing pro
gramme will be undertaken to include all 
those items of heritage significance as yet 
unrecorded."
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More than 120 people took part in the St Peters 
Bicentennial Vialk on Saturday October 29, 
Shirley Hilyard and Evelyn V/atkins, both mem
bers of the Society's Classifications Com
mittee, are pictured beside an old
Goldenia Tea advertisement painted on a wall 
in Henry Street, Sydnenham. It is unusual 
that this sign has survived and many people 
believe it should be protected as a reminder 
of past commercial activity when almost every 
street had a corner shop.

COMING EVENTS 
Jumble Sale: Please Donate

SATURDAY DECEMBER 10.
The Society is holding its Annual Jumble Sale 
on Saturday 10th December, at the Alex 
Trevallion Plaza, outside the Marrickville 
Post Office. We need members to donate un
wanted goods such as toys, books, electrical 
and household items, saleable clothing, potted 
plants etc. Please start putting things 
aside now and ask your friends to do the same. 
There will be four collection points in 
various parts of the Municipality;-

Tony Deguara (Sth Marrickville) 558.4726 
Bruce Welch (Nth Marrickville) 569.9928 
Terry Hicks (Stanmore) 569.8990
Geoff Ostling (Petersham) 568.3029

We will be happy to collect your goods if you 
are unable to get them to us.

Evening on the Harbour
HARBOUR CRUISE - FRIDAY DECEMBER 30.
Last year's evening harbour cruise was such a 
success that we've decided to do it again.
We'll be cruising on the yacht 'Silver Spray' 
on Friday evening December 30. Cost is $15 
per head and the cruise suits all ages. The 
yacht leaves the Man-O-V/ar steps (east side 
of the Opera House) at 6.00 pm and returns at 
10.00 pm. Bring your own refreshments to 
picnic on Clark Island. Please make your 
booking soon as numbers are strictly limited. 
Phone Anne Carolan on 406.4862.

Covering Dulwich Hill, Enmore, Lewisham, Marrickville, Petersham, St Peters, Stanmore. Sydenham, Tempe 
^ __________ and parts of Camperdown.Hurlstone Park and Newtown



OUR LAST MEETING 
Houses in Marrickville

Terry Hicks, chairman of the Classifications 
Committee, took us on an historical tour of 
local architecture at our last meeting on 
Saturday October 22. The intrepid Terry has 
managed to source examples of all the major 
architectural styles since the early 1800s 
in the municipality, some more humble than 
others. Terry points out that many houses 
are transitional, in that they borrow elements 
from different periods. Marrickville is gen
erally considered to be a "Victorian era" 
municipality, says Terry, and we have many 
fine examples of the Gothic Revival and 
Italianate a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The Victor
ians believed that the more decorative 
elements your house displayed, the better, 
and so mouldings, turrets, iron lace and cer
amic tiles abound. But there are many other 
styles in Marrickville. We went from the res
trained order of the Georgians to the excesses 
of the Victor inns, through the intricate tim
ber work of the Federation era and on to the 
Spanish Mission (the Valencia block of flats 
in Fort Street is a fine example). Ocean 
Liner (complete with railings and portholes) 
and International style (Hollinsworth in 
Cambridge Street). Terry made a plea for the 
preservation of the later styles before they 
are lost forever.

St Peters Council records in St Peters Town 
Hall before they were removed and boxed. A 
photograph from the exhibition at the new 
Archival Reference Centre.-

The Book of Sydney Subiurbs
Did you know that it was a Newtown resident 
whose misfortune on her wedding day was the 
inspiration for Miss Havisham in Charles 
Dickens' Great Expectations? So says author/ 
historian Frances Pollon in her new book The 
Book of Sydney Suburbs, published by Angus and 
Robertson Publishers (RRP $2U.95). Frances has 
spent three years compiling the book. In one 
comprehensive volume she traces the development 
of more than 400 Sydney suburbs from their first 
settlement to the present day. She explains the 
origins of suburb names and gives fascinating 
accounts of architects, engineers, landowners 
and some of Sydney's more extraordinary iden
tities. Suburbs are alphabetically arranged 
and there are more than 200 black and white 
photographs.

Corner Tatt Shop Closes
The popular Corner Tatt Shop, Brighton Street, 
Petersham, closed on Oc(;ober 20. Our thanks 
to proprietor Sue Bramley who has been a sup
porter of Marrickville Heritage Society since 
our inception selling our journals along with 
distributing and advertising in the Newsletter.
Can any Society member recommend a suitable 
shop in the Petersham (or for that matter 
Dulwich Hill, St.Peters, Tempe areas etc.) 
who could help to promote the Society in a 

similar fashion?

Speaking Personally: A Plea for Trees
TONY DEGUARA writes:

"How does Marrickville Council justify its 
tree lopping programme? If you are unfortunate 
enough to live in a street that has been 
visited by the council gang, then you know 
exactly what I mean. The 'pruning' is ruth
less, follows no known horticultural norm and 
often leads to the trees' demise. The end 
result is devastating to the individual 
streetscape and to the municipality as a 
whole. The council's attitude makes its 
tree preservation order seem quite farcical.
If you witness the gang at work, please make 
your feelings known.

Phone .. w rite .. and sare am!!

Archives Centre Opens
The Archival Reference Centre at Petersham 
Town Hall was officially opened on Saturday 
November 5th. The centre has brought to
gether council records from the St Peters, 
Marrickville and Petersham municipalities 
prior to the 1948 amalgamation. It is lo
cated on the first floor of the Town Hall 
in the Old Council Chambers which have been 
restored. Information co-ordinator Archivist 
Rhona Clement advises that the centre will be 
open every Tuesday (from Nov.8) between 10 am 
- 1 pm and 2 - 4 pm or by appointment on 
weekdays. Phone inquiries should also be 
made on Tuesdays between 9 - 10 am and 
4 - 5  pm. "Basically people can use any 
records I have processed" says Rhona. Thus 
far the most useable records are from the 
St Peters and Marrickville Municipalities. 
Petersham records are limited. To commemorate 
the opening an exhibition of material from 
the archives is on display.

Lyndhurst Opens
After 10 years of painstaking and imaginative 
conservation work, Lyndhurst in Glebe was 
opened to the public on Saturday October 29.
This classically beautiful John Verge designed 
house is the Historic Houses Trust headquarters. 
Within it has been established a conservation 
resources centre, the first of its kind in 
Australia. It will provide information to the 
public on all aspects of house and garden con
servation, whether this be a colour scheme, 
appropriate curtains or wallpaper or research 
material for projects.

Lyndhurst, 51 Darghan Street, Glebe 
Phone : 692.8366

How to Subscribe
Its only $8 for individuals, $10 for households 
and institutions and $2 for students and pen
sioners. You will receive copies of our News
letter (either posted or delivered to your door) 
and our Journal Heritage. Your subscription is 
good for twelve months from the date of joining. 
Write to P.O. Box 415, Marrickville, 2204, or 
phone 560-9333 Ext.282. Marrickville Heritage 
Society holds regular meetings on the fourth 
Saturday of every month.


