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Message from MHS President
Can there be any doubt in these dreadful times that
those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it?
In 1919, as Australia recovered from the enormous
sacrifice of the Great War, the new Federation, pridefully
forged into a new nation in the hellfire of Gallipoli in
1915, confidently expected to repel the Spanish flu
which was, by the time it hit Australia in early 1919,
a global pandemic.
However, once transmitted to Australia by a returning
soldier, the flu rapidly spread. In eerily prescient circumstances, it escaped a quarantine system whose efficacy relied
on the honesty of ships’ medical officers to volunteer past or
present cases on board, and the willingness of returned
soldiers to self-report and voluntarily isolate themselves.
Sufferers sought ‘cures’, and quackery was rampant. The
broader medical fraternity was divided on origins of the flu,
methods and bases of diagnosis, and possible treatment.
Thirteen thousand Australians died (Paul Daley, The Guardian,
14 March 2020).
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In the meantime, we will socially distance, lock down,
isolate, work from home, home school, deep clean our
houses, entertain virtual friends with Zoom cocktails
and borrow a dog for a permitted exercise outing as
we 'flatten the curve'.
While we hope that our everyday lives will soon resume,
in the interim, the public activities of the Society have been
suspended. Our commitment to heritage advocacy
remains, and we will be continuing to engage with Council
and the State Government about threats to our cultural
environment throughout this crisis. The Society is in good
financial health for the foreseeable future, and our
Committee continues to manage the affairs of the Society
wirelessly.
However, we are aware that many of our members,
their relatives and friends are finding these times
confronting and frightening. Our local members of
parliament are providing contact information for
people who need assistance. Search the internet for
Jenny Leong, Jo Haylen, Anthony Albanese and Linda
Burney, or call their offices, if you or someone you
know needs support.
Scott MacArthur

Due to COVID-19 all MHS public activities—
meetings, talks, walks and events—have been
suspended and postponed until further notice.
Committee meetings: MHS’s committee is continuing
with ‘business as usual’ for the most part, but without
our usual face to face meetings. Email has been an
almost daily part of life for committee members for
several years, so little has changed there. Our monthly
meeting is held on the first Monday evening each
month. In April, we held our first ‘online’ meeting via
a conferencing facility. We intend to continue holding
committee meetings this way for as long as necessary.
The Governor and Lady Davidson at Marrickville Influenza Hospital
(Marrickville Public School in Chapel Street)
(Sydney Mail, Wednesday 7 May 1919, p. 14 –Trove, NLA)

At what seems like the last minute, and at an as yet
incalculable economic and social cost, our governments
have intervened to prevent the final deadly disaster of
history repeating itself.
As this newsletter can only be a record of its time, we
lament the 92 Australians who have died from COVID-19
to date, and the thousands that have been infected and
sickened, as the world total of deaths surpasses 230,000.
We fervently hope that, for our community, the worst
has passed.
Founded 1984

PO Box 415 Marrickville NSW 1475

AGM: The Society’s Annual General Meeting was to
have been held on Saturday 27 June 2020. The
constitution of MHS, which governs the business,
activities and conduct of the Society, requires that an
‘annual general meeting of the Society must be held
each year in June or within six months from the end of
the financial year of the Society’. The business required
to be conducted at the AGM is to report on activities
and finances for the previous year, and to elect office
bearers and a committee.
The Society’s financial year ends on 31 May, so the
AGM must be held by 30 November. We are optimistic
that a gathering will be possible by then, but if it is not,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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we must and will decide on a different way to conduct
the AGM. Meanwhile, the existing committee will
remain in office, as provided in the constitution.

Newsletter: Our ‘runners’ distributing newsletters in
our local area are on sabbatical. While ‘stay at home’
restrictions are in place, newsletters usually hand
delivered will be posted. If you would like to receive
your newsletter as a PDF by email during this time,
send us an email—see back page. When deliveries
resume, we will revert to delivering your copy unless
you advise us you’d like to continue receiving it by
email. Printed newsletters will be available at future
meetings for anyone who wants a copy of those we’ve
emailed during this time.

Memberies: Petersham plane crash 1945
2 May marked the 75th anniversary of the de Havilland
Mosquito Bomber of 618 Squadron RAF which exploded
over Petersham and Lewisham. Killed were pilot RAF
Flight Lieutenant David Rochford of Oxford, England,
and RAAF Leading Aircraftsman Charles Boydell of
Mosman, Sydney. Both were 25. Rochford’s body
landed in the Petersham Public School playground,
though no one in the grounds was hurt.
Lu Bell recalled: ‘I was in fifth class. It was about
eleven o’clock and suddenly we heard this almighty
crash over the school. Then a boot came flying through
the back of the classroom and landed in a corner. We
heard a scurry outside and we were all marched out.
We were shepherded past this body and went home.’
John Chappell was in Year 1: ‘The heroine was primary
teacher Miss Clarice Knight, who quickly covered the
pilot’s body with the incompletely-opened parachute
and restored calm. My father arrived as a WWII
warden from his workplace.’
The late Joy Smith (nee Sanderson): ‘I was in Miss
Knight’s class and she told us not to turn around, as
she had obviously seen the pilot fall through the tree
behind our classroom.’
Peter Chinn: ‘I was eight years old and attending
Dulwich Hill Public School, about two kilometres
away; we heard the explosions and felt the impact of
the crash. That afternoon some of us went to see the
crash. We saw the wreckage and nearby, the body of
the pilot lying beneath a parachute with his shoes
showing. The police constable guarding the wreckage
let us all in to take souvenirs; there was a mad rush and
I managed to grab the compass dial. But the souvenir
hunt was short-lived when a police sergeant suddenly
appeared on the scene and angrily ordered us all out,
rebuking the police constable for his indiscretion.’
The late Pearl Lowe was 20 and away on holidays. Her
mother had gone shopping and returned home to find
parts of the plane’s engine and propeller had crashed
into their Railway Street home. Pearl’s family had to
move out for 12 months while the house was repaired.
In 1995 Lu Bell was instrumental in arranging a memorial
ceremony to mark the 50th anniversary of the event, which
was attended by past pupils and relatives of the dead airmen.
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A planned 75th anniversary memorial ceremony was
cancelled, but the tragedy will be acknowledged during
Remembrance Day commemorations on 11 November.
Ken Swinbourne has written an article on the crash
for Heritage 16.
(The names in bold are current or past MHS members)
Richard Blair

MHS membership renewals

Membership renewal date is 1 June each year and many
members renew at meetings around that time, including
the AGM at the end of June. This year we cannot do
that. If you have received your newsletter by post, and
your renewal is due, you will have received a notice
(coloured mauve) about how to renew, and with MHS
account details. Note BSB (branch code) has changed.
Members who receive their newsletter by email will
have a renewal form attached if fees are due. If no
renewal form your fees are up to date. If you need
assistance with renewal, or to check if your fees are
paid up, email me <diane.mccarthy@optusnet.com.au>
or phone me on 9588 4930.
Diane McCarthy

Runners—and our team behind the scenes
Every year at the AGM, when delivering his report on
Publications, Richard Blair thanks his ‘runners’ and
others behind the scenes who help in the distribution
of our newsletter. As they’re on sabbatical, it is
opportune to acknowledge our unseen team who,
collectively over the years, have saved the Society
many thousands of dollars in postage, delivering by
hand to members’ homes about 200 copies of each
newsletter we produce.
The ‘runners’ are: Rod Aanensen, Mary Barthelemy,
Lu Bell, Richard Blair, ‘Tricia Blombery & Stuart Grigg,
June Cameron & Ken Turner, Iain Carolin, Lucille
Dunstan, Michael Egan, Rosemary Fallon, Ann Fenton,
Rowena Finnane & John Hadley, Audrey Furney,
Roger Gazard, Colin Hesse, Marg Ludlow, John Mara,
Diane McCarthy, Ruth Olip, Monica Oppen, Allen
Outlaw, Ann Petersen, Ian Phillips, Peter Robertson
and Pamela Stewart.
Behind the scenes are: drivers (and one bike rider) who
deliver bundles of newsletters to runners—John Mara,
Diane McCarthy, Graeme Napier, Ian Phillips, Keith
Sutton and Ken Turner. Other vital contributors are:
Hillary Goldsmith, proofreading; Diane McCarthy,
preparing labels and maintaining membership lists; and
Pamela Stewart, assembling and posting newsletters.
June Cameron and
Ken Turner have
earned a special
mention, and thanks,
in this team accolade.
June and Ken retired this
year, after more than 20
years as runners.
June Cameron and
Ken Turner – MHS trip to
Braidwood in 2009
(photo: Lorraine Beach)
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Marrickville Medal 2020—the winner
The Marrickville Medal for Conservation, part of Inner
West Council's Built Environment Awards and awarded
annually since 1995, celebrates built conservation works
that contribute to the understanding and preservation of
the Inner West’s rich cultural and architectural heritage.
The Medal was judged and announced online this year,
due to COVID-19 lockdown and isolation requirements.
It is a relief that this acknowledgement of our local
heritage environment was still supported by Council in
these challenging times.
Entries ranged from pure building conservation works to
residential adaptive reuse, from both public and private
sectors. The judges were impressed with the high
standard of entries, and the pride with which owners and
designers presented their projects.
The Marrickville Medal was won by the adaptative reuse
of the c.1912 former Temperance Hall in Montague Street,
Balmain to provide five new apartments within the
existing building envelope while retaining the principal
significance of the historic building, including its
significant streetscape elevation. ‘The jury considers that
the juxtaposition of the historic structure and the
contemporary architectural expression has created a lively
conversation between old and new, and demonstrates the
possibilities for positive heritage outcomes by the creative
partnership between a supportive owner and an
enthusiastic architect’.

Marrickville Medal 2020—Winner: Former Temperance Hall, Balmain
Photos (left to right): Before, after and façade (Inner West Council)

Exemplary conservation and repair works to the external
fabric of the 1880s Victorian neoclassical Leichhardt Town
Hall were Highly Commended by the judges.
‘The reconstruction of the window to the former library
returns an important detail to the elevation fronting
Marion Street which has been missing for over half a
century. Other conservation work included repair works
to windows, clock faces, foundation stone and to the tower
and roof finials. New external lighting has also been
installed. The project demonstrates a strong collaboration
between client (Inner West Council), heritage architect and
builder’.
The highly successful adaptive reuse of the c.1920 former
Marrickville Hospital building for the new Marrickville
Library and Community Hub was recognised with a
Commendation. While the development was not without
its controversies, the jury were ‘impressed with the careful
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adaptation of the historic building to accommodate the
new uses, and that the uses were selected on a best-fit
basis, allowing the former ward spaces to remain legible,
including the roof trusses, and historic joinery’. The jury
were also impressed with the heritage interpretation
installations throughout the building and site, referring
to pre-European links to the site, former brickyards,
hospital history, local women authors and past
librarians.
The Urban Photography Awards have three categories,
and the winners are: Primary School—Jesper Svensson
for ‘I Have a Dream’; Secondary School—Charlie Moore
for ‘Old and new in parallel’; and Open—Serkan
Ogdum for ‘Symmetry in Time’.

Scott MacArthur

(Full reports and photos on Council’s website)

Another place, still in touch
An update on some of our members, three of whom
have moved into a care environment, living away from
our local area:
Margaret Sinclair—now at Yennora. In March 2020,
Margaret, a member since 1987 and Life Member since
2008, celebrated her 106th birthday, an event spotted by
Ted Green, in a local area newspaper. Rod Aanensen,
wrote about Margaret’s life on our website (tip: go to
‘Stories’ and put her name in the search box).
The production of Margaret’s ’heritage marmalade’ for
MHS’s stall at Marrickville Festival was often a team
event. Joyce Roy recalls visits to Margaret’s lovely house
and garden in Oxford Street, Petersham where fellow
committee member Susan Hicks (now living in Victoria)
would gather oranges from the ‘heritage orange tree’
for the marmalade. Margaret cannot attend events now
and we miss her gracious, kind, and dignified presence;
and that big smile she so readily shared with all.
Fred Ellis, now at Miranda, joined the Society in 1988.
For many years, Fred enthusiastically supported MHS,
and we enjoyed his gentlemanly, congenial company.
He rarely missed a bus trip, a weekend away, Pot Luck
dinner or a meeting—unless it was Anzac Day, when
he took part in the march. Fred is a WWII army veteran
who was on active service in New Guinea. Fred is 99.
Sue Miller, past committee member who joined MHS
in 1984, is now at Mosman. Joyce Roy learned that, with
visiting restrictions, Sue had run out of books. We
assembled three boxes of books and, when delivering,
spotted Sue through an open window and could chat.
Sue continues to sport her trademark coloured hairstyle!

Lorraine Beach

Margaret Sinclair and Fred Ellis

Sue Miller
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Autumn Trivia Answer

Webwise
marrickvilleheritage.org.au
The addition of the Society’s newsletters (from 1984 to
2018) to our website has proved a success. By late April
there had been 275 downloads of newsletters, most
popular being Volume 1 Number 1.
If you know someone who is interested in the Society,
you could direct them to our website where we have
recently added a membership form to make joining
easier. The form can be completed on screen then
emailed as a PDF (or printed and posted).

Rod Aanensen

National Trust’s 75th anniversary
The National Trust of Australia was formed in NSW
on 6 April 1945. In its 75 years, the Trust established
branches in all states and territories across Australia.
Events planned to celebrate the milestone were to take
place from April to November, but are postponed, for
review at 30 June. The National Trust’s website will
provide updates for events when they are known.

Hang on to those bits and pieces!
The State Library, ‘open online, temporarily closed
onsite’, is collecting COVID-19 ephemera—posters,
flyers and mail-outs, as well as online content, website
and social media material, appearing in local
neighbourhoods in response to the pandemic. The
Library requests that we preserve this material, put it
aside, and that they will send a ‘call out’ when they
reopen and can accept it by mail or delivery. More on
the State Library’s website, where you can also
subscribe (free) and receive updates.

Laurel Horton, enjoying the rewarding experience of

homeschooling her granddaughter, was inspired to take
a fresh look at a 250-year-old story. Coinciding with the
250th anniversary of his landing on 29 April, ‘James Cook,
Navigator and Cartographer’ is a quality video with
narration by Laurel and Bob Horton. To view it online,
go to YouTube and enter the title in the search box.

Winter Trivia Question
Street names set into concrete footpaths and kerbs
are a feature of some parts of our local area. This
example is more splendid than a street name and
remains largely intact.
Where is it? Contact Richard 9557 3823 or email
<marrickvilleheritagesociety@outlook.com>.

(photo: courtesy of Richard Blair—cutting from The Glebe & Inner
Western Weekly, 19 July 1999)

As a nine-year-old Wolf Cub, I once picked pansies in
the gardens of this historic house during Bob-A-Job Week.
The house was around the corner from where I lived in
Porter Avenue, Marrickville and I passed it virtually
every day on my way to school. Acquired by the
Salvation Army in 1923, it was named Booth House, for
their General, (William) Bramwell Booth, and was an
‘eventide home for aged ladies’. (The Salvation Army had
a strong presence in the area with its military-like training
college in Livingstone Road, Petersham; Bethesda Hospital
in Marrickville; and the grand children’s home in
Cambridge Street, Stanmore among its holdings.)
Booth House was built in 1882 on the corner of Wardell
Road and Frazer Street, Dulwich Hill and was originally
called Maybanke.
Maybanke Selfe (sister of prominent engineer and
inventor Norman Selfe, after whom the Sydney suburb
of Normanhurst is named) married timber merchant
Edmund Kay Wolstenholme and they lived in Balmain
before building Maybanke. Wolstenholme deserted her
and in order to support her several children she opened
Maybanke as a boarding house, which she converted to a
college for girls called Maybanke College. After gaining
a divorce, she married Francis Anderson, Professor of
Logic and Philosophy at the University of Sydney.
Maybanke went on to have an illustrious career in
women’s rights, law reform and educational reform.
She died in 1927.
Booth House was renamed Maybanke Aged Care Centre in 1994.
Congratulations to members Barbara Forsyth, Diane
McCarthy and Ann Morgan, who nailed it!
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